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Our university was founded in 1635 in NagyszomhaPbter Pazmany. At the
beginning, the Universitas had two faculties, thelty of Art and the Faculty
of Theology. The Faculty of Law was founded 32 gdater, in 1667.

The age of foundation and descriptive statistics

Following the suppression of the Order of Jesuitaria Theresa donated the
whole property of the Jesuit College of Nagyszomtoathe University of
Nagyszombat, which a little later, in 1777, was suwvo the capital of the
country, Buda, into the recently built royal palaéepompous opening cere-
mony was held in Buda in the honour of the new ersiity, “organized with
such elegance and splendour as these crowds havgeeo able to withess
since the wedding of King Matthias and Beatrix."iSlevent coincided with
the nomination of the Jacobin-hearted Adalbert tBathe first teacher of the
statistics department established on the principiédaria Theresa’s education
act of 1777, the Ratio Educationes.

In this essay | would like to discuss the histofyhe 230-year-old department
and the work of some of our fellow professors pistiting in teaching the
subject.

Barits was a student of Sonnenfels in Vienna, aadeletures on statistics bear
Achenwall’s influence. It was during his era thiaé humber of years of the
education of law was raised and statistics washtaiungthe fourth year instead
of the third. He deserves credit for his work itiaging this step. In his essay
titted Nonnihil de educatione iuventutis.he criticizes the work of the delega-
tion of education and calls attention to the sitratof public education in
Hungary at the end of the 18th century. As far @ssubject is concerned, —
Barits writes in his work above —, there are sorhe would prefer statistics to
be taught in the first and second years. This,isnopinion, is absurd, abe

1 Nonnihil de educatione iuventutis, scholasticastediorum reformatione in ditionibus Pan-

nonicis, Pampelonae, 1792.
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attendance of statistics lectures can be bestzatiliby those who are already
skilled in some other legal subje€eaching it in the first or second year would
be similar to teaching higher mathematics in thstfiyears of secondary
school. “Just as the mastery of this subject sepes the strength and ability
of children, so would the student of law in hisfiyear, having just finished
his secondary school and not being provided with le&gal knowledge, be
incapat;le of grasping or mastering any subject wéfierence to political af-
fairs...”

Barits did not write studies on statistics and heitdid his successors Matyas
Mészaros and Pal Hajnik. They were followed by Marwinkler and Jur-
jevich who was transferred to Pest from the Acadefiaw of Zagreb and
whose work entitled “Theoria statisticae” givesdevice of a comprehensive
knowledge of the contemporary literature writtentire topic of statistics.
During his time statistics was a two-semester spjbe first semester based
on the education of the statistics of Hungary, @il the second semester the
statistics of European countries and other contineas taught. The number of
the lessons was the same as that of civil law atlgpadministrative law.

Marton Schwartner, author of the excellent worktkat “Statistik des Konig-
reichs Ungarn”, was a co-applicant for the depantnté statistics with Jur-
jevich, but his nomination was out of questionhasvas already a professor of
diplomacy at the faculty of arts.

The period preceding the war of independence sstmificant from the point
of view of teaching statistics, because as fromeJ&n1844, the language in
which the subject had to be lectured changed taglitan from the previously
used Latin and German. After Jurjevich retired, fin& teacher to teach in
Hungarian was Janos Henfner, tutor of Roman- amdiral law. His manu-
scripts, which contain the text of the first legtum statistics presented in Hun-
garian are preserved in the university library.

The first decades of the academic education asstat and even the statistics
lectures of the first half of the 19th century aharacterized by Conring, Ach-
enwall and Schldzer's approach to state sciences.

As Hefner was only an assistant teacher, the facdltaw in Vienna proposed
Sandor Konek, who was a trainee draftsman at theghtian Chamber of
Court, for the position of head of the statistiepartment. However, it was not
him, but Sandor Lahner from the Academy of Law gEE who was desig-
nated to the post by the monarch. After the sugprasof the fight for inde-

pendence the number of statistics lessons was eddiacl per week, as the

See.: Eckhart (3), pp. 199.

3 Henfner Janos: Statistics, Manuscript, 1845-4gy|Library
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subject was considered to be too nationalisticiaméhs also decreed that the
subject be taught in German as well as in Hungarian

The age of research statistics

The transition from the descriptive statistics treilo research statistics was
marked by the name of Sandor Konek, Lahner’s sgoce$his shift of scien-
tific approach could not take place from one dagnother. Konek, at the be-
ginning of his career became known as a remark&plesentative of the po-
litical sciences school, what is justified by harlg works, especially the ones
entitled “The Theory of Statistics” and the “Handkaof the Statistics of Hun-
gary.” His later works and his activity in the $#tal Committee of the Hun-
garian Academy of Sciences give evidence of theiénte of the research
statistical trend.

To what extent the implementation of certain desmepended on the powers
of the heads of departments at universities indlatcan be well measured by
the decisions of Sandor Konek, Lahner’s succegsmek taught the theory of
statistics and the statistics of Austria in 4-4stess per week during the first
semester and the statistics of the other Europd@ssin 4 lessons during the
second semester. He lectured both in Hungarianra@&rman in turn. He had
such multiple talents that apart from his lecturasstatistics he also gave lec-
tures on financial law and was planning to teactional economy as well.
This effort, however, was rejected by the ministéh the argument that “Sta-
tistics is already a huge, ever-expanding fielé@énce in itself, the study of
which requires a lot of time'’Sandor Konek was head of the Statistics Depart-
ment for 28 years, from 1854 to 1882.

Laying the foundations of the modern science of stiatics

After the compromise of 1867, there were signiftagimnges in the education
of statistics. The education of law and politicalesices was separated and
statistics became one of the subjects of the usityegexaminations of political
sciences. For a short time the department fundiieameler the name “Depart-
ment of Statistics and Public Administrative Law.”

Karoly Keleti, who, as head of the Royal Statidtidffice and a private tutor at
the faculty of law published his work entitled “Thiandbook of Practical Sta-
tistics” in 1875, came up with the idea of reformitme education of statistics,
complementing it with demographic studies, and satggl the establishment
of a second department of statistics.

4 31. May 1858. faculty session. Cf. Eckhart(3)482.
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Although his latter suggestion was turned downHhwy Faculty, after Konek’s

death it was realized. The vacant position was tppiied for by Lajos Lang,

Béla Foldes and Mér Pisztéry. In 1882 the king nmated Lajos Lang to the
post, while, at the same time assented to the maf@m of a second depart-
ment, putting in charge Béla Fdldes, a civil setvafrthe Statistical Office of

the Capital City and later a teacher of nationanetnical sciences and finan-
cial sciences at the Budapest Academy of Trade.

In 1889 Lajos Lang temporarily gave up his positama lecturer, as he be-
came an assistant-secretary of state, and untdl #89Department of Statistics
had only one tutor, Béla Foldes. In this year Is® @&lxchanged his department
for the Department of National Economical Scienaed Financial Sciences,
and later his position as a professor for the pdshinister. The departure of
Lang and Féldes meant a great distress for theaéidacof statistics, the se-
cond department envisioned by Karoly Keleti alreaggrating with high stan-
dards was terminated and transformed into a nevai®ent of the History of
the Hungarian Constitution and Law.

During this period, Jozsef Jekelfalussy, head ef Royal Statistical Office
addressed the Faculty in a memorandum in whichidtedsthat he was willing
to undertake the teaching of statistics if the fgcagreed to open an extra
teacher’s status. The faculty, however, considéneimemorandum to be an
unwarrantable interference and turned down Jekmsi$gis suggestions. Al-
though | can understand that the faculty reserteddaders of the Royal Sta-
tistical Office interfering with their proceedingsam convinced that Jekelfa-
lussy’s declination brought about losses for thiltg in the field of improving
the education of political sciences. To demonstdskelfalussy’'s concept |
would like to quote from his study outlining thetdte of the Hungarian state,
which seems to be topical even for the state adtnittion of our days. In his
study entitled “The Education of Political Scienaesd the Requirements of
our State Administration” he writes the following:. not only the big social
problems of the West will rest upon the young sterg of our modern Hun-
garian state in the near future. We have our owigaments as well, or, more
precisely, we face incomparably more tasks to tidéd than other states.”

In the study he refers to problems present in emical and cultural life and
the lack of unity among national minorities. He gas writing: “the concept
of the state is only an abstraction, it is provideith bones and blood by its
citizens, and with brain by the prominent figurést® political scene. Conse-
qguently, a state is worth and knows as much dsatders do. And since these
leaders — from the top down to local authority levere, as a rule, recruited
from the youth of our academies, we can logicatipatude thatthe highest
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interest of our state requires that the educatiérihis youth in the so-called
political sciences be comprehensive and up to ifjecst standards.”

In this study, Jekelfalussy also expresses the teedganize the specific po-
litical education of lawyers who wish to pursueaaeer in the field of public
administration and politics instead of the homogerseeducation provided for
lawyers. As he points out, out of the 20 departmentthe Faculty of Law of
Budapest 3% provide education in political scierices

This attitude can be considered the germ of therdigciplinary education,
which developed in the last decades of the 20ttucgwith the introduction of
the specific education of economic-lawyers, medaalyers, engineering-
lawyers and traffic-lawyers within the frame of timstitute for Further Educa-
tion of Law.

The problem of the Statistics Department being tshbtecturers was solved
when Lajos Lang resigned from his position as tasisecretary of state and
worked as a university professor from 1893 unsl mdmination as Minister of
Trade.

Lajos Lang's successor, Béla Kenéz's 29-year-ldi9] 7-1946) operation as a
lecturer, interrupted by his ministry, lasted ud®46. During his leadership of
the department the research methods of statisticed crucial ground. A sig-

nificant improvement in demographic research cao &le connected to his
name. His concept of statistics is up-to-date dhese days: “...statistics is a
science the aim of which is an extensive obsemaiiche typical attributes of

the phenomena that emerge in large numbers iniatg@nd the introduction

of the composition and the changes of the socigtynbans of numerical sum-
marization of the results of observation togethéhwhe regularities inherent
in them, and the exploration of the sources ofaghegularities

Kenéz was followed by De&d aky (1946-48), then Istvan Varga, who headed
the Statistics Department from 1948 to 1950.

Kenéz introduced a new trend in the education atfssics. During his leader-

ship, methodological issues gained ground, whictaild a cutback in the

position of statistics in the curriculum and in tiode the subject played in the
education of lawyers. The significance of the scibfieclined at the same rate
at which it was moving away from legal sciencesud,ht is understandable
that the interest of the professors teaching it fsagsed increasingly on eco-
nomic sciences instead of legal ones. The situatidhe education of statistics

5 The Education of Political Sciences and the Reqérgs of our Political Life, Review on

Economics and Public Administration, 1894. 1. bqgk. 3-12.
5 Béla Kenéz: The Theory of Statistics, Stampfel{iBlava-Budapest, 1903, p. 5.
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could be best illustrated by briefly pointing obat at the university of Buda-
pest Béla Foldes and others were pressing fomtheduction of the education
of economists already at the turn of the centutye National Lawyers’ As-
sembly of 1911 took a firm stand against the odegieducation of lawyers,
stating: “The general training in legal and poétisciences provided by the
present system of legal education is not sufficiaritself to produce a public
administration performing at its best and aiminghet achievement of great
goals.” These thoughts indicate that Jekelfalussy’s caneeg finally appre-
ciated and accepted by the community of lawyers.

This was how, after a lengthy preparation peritd Faculty of Economic
Sciences of the Budapest University of Sciencesestablished, which started
its operation in 1920 with 4 majors, namely

— general economics and public administration,
— agriculture,

- trade,

— foreign representation and consul majors.

The golden age of the Statistics Department

The golden age of the education of statistics withe frames of the Faculty of
Law was characterized by professors Lajos LangaB@&dldes and Istvan
Varga. It was during their time that professorsléag both statistics and eco-
nomics were exchanged by lecturers teaching oatistts.

The establishment of the new faculty greatly exéghthe limits of statistical
education. From among its many excellent teachenstion must be made of
the names of Professors Frigyes Fellner and Jandsmigyes Fellner mainly
concentrated on the issues of the statistics ¢t gaperty, tax and finance in
his scientific work. Janos Bud is remarkable esylcfor his results in the
field of judicial statistics.

Lajos Lang’s successor at the department was, §hoa time, Akos Navratil,
while Béla Féldes’ successor was Karoly Balas.distVarga, who came to the
faculty as a private tutor in 1933 was strongly outted to statistics. He did a
lot for the improvement of teaching in seminarsz®elaky improved both
the methodology of statistics and demography. tstV@rga lectured until
1950, when his place as head of the departmenttakas by professor Ede
Theiss from the University of Economics. In additio his lectures on statisti-
cal methodology, Theiss gave lectures of economaitsics and judicial sta-

" Economic Encyclopedia, vol. II. Athenaeum, Budap®8p9, p. 11.
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tistics, the latter being fairly hard to teach,yotthe methods could be made
public, as the data of judicial statistics were madcret in those times.

After the retirement of Ede Theiss in 1959, Jokamfacsics, head of the KSH
(Central Statistical Office) Library and of the ftical Department of the
Faculty of Law in Pécs, became head of the Stagisbepartment of the Fac-
ulty of Law of ELTE. During his 30-year-long leadhip, the department was
thriving again. In addition to the already existimgthods of general statistics
he extended the education of statistics with séwgecial statistical fields that
students of law were interested in and could wsdl later in their careers. That
is how the statistics of state administration andigial statistics became
obligatory subjects, both putting into practice thenciple that education
should be built not only upon methods, but facteakarch as well, by way of
which, through analysis, students will attain rpedctical knowledge of the
society. He urged the introduction of the trainafgegulatory lawyers, which
resulted in the introduction of administration asubject, and students who
were interested could attend special lectures to fysther knowledge in ad-
ministrational sciences. Very early he became awratinformation technol-
ogy and its methods can be put to good use in kgdles and helped set up an
information technology lab inside the departmensoAecognizing the signifi-
cance of international relations he had an intéwnat historical demographic
periodical entitled Historisch — Demographischet#fliingen, published by the
department. There were 9 issues published.

The link between science and statistical practice

As, at the time of the monarchy there was no inddpet Hungarian statistical
organization, the Statistical Committee of the Hanen Academy of Sciences
tried to fill the gap by organizing scientific leces and by circulating statisti-
cal publications like the series entitled StatatiPublications, and Statistical
and National Economical Publications. It was laygdlie to the work of the
Statistical Committee of the MTA (Hungarian Acadeify Sciences), that,
after the Compromise of 1867, a Statistical Officeeting the scientific stan-
dards of the era could be established. The MTA awledged the achieve-
ments of Hungarian statistics experts when thegreff membership to several
of the leaders and lecturers of the Statisticaldbmpent, namely Karoly Keleti,
Gusztav Thirring, Béla Foldes, Lajos Lang, Béla &srrigyes Fellner, Deés
Laki, Akos Navratil, Karoly Balas and Ede TheisdteA 1946 the science of
statistics fell into the background at the Acadeand up till now no prominent
statisticians have been invited to be members of it
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The work of the leaders and honorary teachers ef3tatistical Department
was acknowledged not only by the Hungarian Academ$ciences, but also
by the international organization of statisticiatie International Statistical
Institute, where nearly all the leaders of the dmpant from Karoly Keleti to

Tamas Katona were elected members.

The Department was always concerned that the pmrirepresentatives of
the science of statistics took part in the educasind the research going on in
the department, as private tutors or as honoraadexuic lecturers. Thus,
among others, Kéaroly Keleti, J6zsebisy, Béla Foldes, Janos Bud, Ferenc
Bozoky, Gusztav Thirring and Dez&lekes held the title of private tutor, La-
jos Thirring, Gyorgy Vukovich, Andras Klinger, Lagdviadai and Istvan Vavro
were honorary academic lecturers, Andor Csepinsaid/ Janos Lovasz were
honorary senior academic lecturers, while Istvanvraand Pergel J6zsefné
were honorary teachers of the Faculty.

The last two decades

In 1988 Mrs. Kovacsics was appointed head of thpaltenent. Under a new
curricular reform, in addition to obligatory genlessatistics, special fields of

statistics were included in the curriculum as aldive subjects, which meant
that from the second year students could chooseekatdemography and eco-
nomical statistics, while from the third year tteuld choose between judicial
statistics and legal informatics. Although practiessons were not made
obligatory by the curriculum, they were announcgdtie department as op-
tional, and nearly all the students registeredtlier practice lessons, most of
which were traditional, one hour per week seminats|e for some groups it

was made possible by the Department to take pantrée-hour per week prac-
tices backed up by computers.

In 2001, after the retirement of Mrs. Kovacsicsiriba Katona, the former head
of KSH (Central Statistical Office) became headhaf Department. During his
leadership statistical practice lessons becamgatbliy again. Due to the lack
of human and material resources, seminars backdwy womputers were ter-
minated. As a consequence of restrictive meashere was a reduction in the
staff of the department. Tamas Katona is espectalhcerned with the scien-
tific progress of young lecturers, two of whom @reparing to write and de-
fend their PhD theses.

On grounds of the decision of the Council of theufy of Law and Political
Sciences on 04.06.2007, the Department of Statiatid Legal Informatics and
the Department of Economics were united as of JuB007. The new name of
the department is: Department of Economics ands8t, its head is Dr. Judit
Steiger, associate professor.
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SUMMARY

230 Years of the Statistical Department

KATALIN NAGY KOVACSICS

Empress Maria Theresa founded the Department ¢tiEtta of the University
of Nagyszombat (today Trnava in Slovakia) in 1Ahg, year when she issued
the law on education: Ratio Educationis, and shzoiaped Adalbert Barits,
who identified with Jacobin ideas, as its firsttlger. He and his successors:
Matyas Mészaros, Pal Hajnik, Marton Winkler andiekich, who was trans-
ferred to the university from the Academy of Law Zdgreb, advocated the
descriptive version of statistics. On June 6, 1Bd#hgarian supplanted Latin
and German as the language of tuition at the deatt and Janos Henfner, an
expert on Roman and criminal law, and then Sanddbmer began teaching in
the vernacular. After the suppression of the Walndependence (1849), sta-
tistics was considered as excessively nationakistittherefore it could only be
taught in one lesson weekly, and German was brdoagtit as the second lan-
guage of tuition.

Lahner’'s successor, Sandor Konek, who held hisidestalternately in Hun-
garian and German, gradually shifted emphasis fdascriptive to research
statistics. Karoly Keleti, director of the Nation@lffice of Statistics, recom-
mended that demography should also be includetienctrricula and that a
second department of statistics should also bélesdtiad. His ideas were im-
plemented after Konek’s death. In 1882 the kingoamtpd Lajos Lang as head
of the Department of Statistics and approved thmding of a second depart-
ment of statistics, which was led by Béla F6ldes1889 Lang was appointed
State Secretary at the Ministry of Finance and €é®lteceived a ministerial
portfolio. As a consequence, the second departkstatistics was termi-
nated. Lang’'s successor, Béla Kenéz worked astaréecfor 29 years, until
1946. He was instrumental in intensifying populatiscience research. His
successors were Ddizd aky (1946-48), Istvan Varga (1948-50) and Ede
Theiss (1950-59).

After the retirement of Theiss, J6zsef Kovacsidéseatdor of the library of the
Central Statistical Office and head of the Depanihtd Statistics of the Fac-
ulty of Law of the University of Pécs was appointezhd of the Department of
Statistics at ELTE University. He held that post 8 years and lent a fresh
impetus to the development of the department. Hedaced the teaching of
specialized aspects of statistics to law studemitsch they largely benefited
from upon graduation. In 1988 Katalin Nagy Kovassias appointed head the
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department. After her retirement in 2001 Tamas Katdormer president of
the Central Statistical Office succeeded her. Heugint back the statistical
practical course into the department’s curriculum.

Under a decision of the Council of the Faculty afALand Political Sciences of
June 4, 2007, the Department of Statistics and Ilefarmatics and the De-
partment of Economics were merged as of July 17206e new name of the
department is Department of Economics and Statistiad its head is Dr. Judit
Steiger, associate professor.

RESUMEE

230 Jahre des Lehrstuhls fir Statistik

KATALIN NAGY KOVACSICS

Maria Theresia grindete den Lehrstuhl fir Statis&kgleich mit der Heraus-

gabe der Ratio Educationes im Jahre 1777, und etmats ersten Professor
Adalbert Barits, der den Jakobinern gesinnt waw@o Barits, als auch seine
Nachfolger — Matyas Mészéaros, Pal Hajnik, MartomM&r und der von der

Rechtsakademie in Agram (Zagreb) nach Pest veesédtrjevich — vertraten

die Richtung der beschreibenden Statistik. Die ¥eitdem ungarischen Frei-
heitskampf ist aus der Sicht des Statistik-Untatscbeachtenswert, da das
Fach ab dem 6. Juni 1844 in ungarischer Sprachgetragen werden musste,
nicht mehr in Latein, bzw. Deutsch. Der erste iganmscher Sprache unter-
richtende Professor war Janos Henfner, Professordithisches Recht und

Strafrecht. Sein Nachfolger war Sandor Lahner. Nd@hUnterdriickung des

Freiheitskampfes wurde — da das Fach als viel ziomaistisch angesehen
wurde — die Stundenzahl auf eine Stunde pro Woeserikt und angeordnet,
dass es neben der ungarischen Sprache auch awdcDeutrgetragen werden
soll.

Den Ubergang von der Staatskenntnis in Richtungfalesschenden Statistik
bedeutete der Nachfolger von Lahner, Sandor Kodeksich in seinen ersten
Arbeiten als herausragender Vertreter der staatewsshaftlichen Richtung
vorgestellt hatte, seine spateren Arbeiten spiegatioch die Wirkung der
Richtung der forschenden Statistik wider. Er hsgline Vortrdge abwechselnd
in ungarischer, bzw. deutscher Sprache. Karoly tikddrektor des Nationalen
Amtes flr Statistik (Orszagos Statisztikai Hivatadite die Idee, den Statistik-
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Unterricht zu reformieren, ihn um demografische iteisse zu erweitern, und
bat zugleich um die Griindung eines zweiten Lehtstiiin Statistik. Nach dem
Tode von Konek wurde dieser Vorschlag auch veniginkl Der Konig er-
nannte im Jahre 1882 Lajos Lang und genehmigteeimigbie Organisierung
eines zweiten Lehrstuhls, an dessen Spitze BékeBd@rnannt wurde. Dieser
zweite Lehrstuhl wurde 1889 wieder abgeschaffthdam Lajos Lang zum
Staatssekretar fur Finanzen und Béla Foéldes spéamrMinister ernannt wor-
den waren. Die lange Lehrtatigkeit des Nachfolgers Lajos Lang, Béla Ke-
néz, erstreckte sich Gber 29 Jahre, bis zum J&#@. Mit seiner Tatigkeit ist
die bedeutende Férderung der demografischen Fargehwerbunden. Kenéz
folgten Dez§ Laky (1946-48) und Istvan Varga, der den LehrsfiihiStatistik
zwischen 1948 und 1950 leitete. 1950 kam ProfelSderTheiss an die Spitze
des Lehrstuhls.

Nach der Pensionierung von Ede Theiss im Jahre W@®8e der Direktor der
Bibliothek des Zentralamtes fiir Statistik (KSH),glich Inhaber des Lehr-
stuhls fir Statistik der Juristischen Fakultat deiversitat Pécs (Funfkirchen),
Jozsef Kovacsics, zum Inhaber des Lehrstuhls. SA@hrige Tatigkeit als
Lehrstuhlinhaber bedeutete im Leben des Lehrsteiien erneuten Auf-
schwung. Neben den Methoden der allgemeinen $tdtigirte er den Unter-
richt von spezialisierten Teilgebieten der Stdtigtin, die den Interessen der
Jura-Studenten nahe standen und im Rahmen ihregrepd_aufbahn gut an-
wendbar waren. Im Jahre 1988 wurde Frau Kovacsitsden Leitung des
Lehrstuhls beauftragt. Nach ihrer Pensionierungdeum Jahre 2001 Tamas
Katona, ehemaliger Vorsitzender des ZentralamtesShatistik zum Lehr-
stuhlinhaber. Unter seiner Fihrung wurde das 8taBsaktikum erneut ver-
bindlich.

Im Sinne des Beschlusses des Rates der Fakult8tdéts- und Rechtswissen-
schaften vom 04. Juni 2007 wurden der LehrstuhlSiatistik und Rechtsin-

formatik, sowie der Lehrstuhl fur Wirtschaftsletmé& dem 1. Juli 2007 vereint.

Der neue Name des Lehrstuhls lautet Lehrstuhl fiitsghaftslehre und Statis-
tik, die Inhaberin des Lehrstuhls ist Universitétsehtin Dr. Judit Steiger.
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