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The Islamic State in Africa is a significant piece of work. Jason Warner and his co-authors 

provide a profound analysis of ISIS (also known as ISIL, IS or IS Central as used in the book) in 

Africa. The book is guided by two critical and interwoven questions: how did the Islamic State’s 

African official provinces and non-province affiliate groups emerge and evolve, and why have 

these affiliates continued to show loyalty and strength – by re-pledging allegiance, continuing 

to conduct and publicize attacks in the Islamic State name, and developing new branches – 

even as the IS Central itself was in seeming decline following its annus horribilis of 2019 (p.4)?  

Using a simple but effective tripartite periodic structural framework that focuses on the 

pre-Bayah, Bayah and post-Bayah periods, Warner et al show the emergence, evolution, and 

transformation of nine ISIS affiliate groups in Africa. The pre-Bayah period defines the years 

before 2014 when several jihadist groups in Africa began to pledge allegiance to IS Central. 

Here, Warner et al provide the conditions that made the would-be ISIS franchises ripe for such 

move. The Bayah period focuses on the time when the groups pledged allegiance (between 

2014 and 2019) to IS Central and the processes of acceptance of the pledges. The authors 

show that the pattern of the pledges, process of acceptance and/or elevation to wilayat or 

province status, and material support received from IS Central varied across the ISIS franchises 

in Africa. Particularly, they use the phrase ‘affiliate utility validation’ to describe the process 

that prospective ISIS franchise must undergo to gain acceptance. Lastly, the post-Bayah period 

captures the phase after the death of al-Baghdadi in late 2019 and the repledging of allegiance 

to ISIS. Between the introductory and concluding chapters are nine chapters that focuses on 

the different Islamic States in Libya, Algeria, Sinai, Tunisia, West Africa Province (that is Boko 

Haram), West Africa Province-Greater Sahara, Somalia, Central Africa Province-DRC, and 

Central Africa Province-Mozambique respectively.  

In 2014, at the height of its successful campaign in Iraq and Syria where it commanded 

control of large swathes of territories under the leadership of the self-declared Caliph al-

Baghdadi, ISIS became a symbol of Islamic victory or Islamic renaissance and hope for the 

global entrenchment of Islamic worldview. The symbolism of ISIS’ success and its impact on 

the global umma-that is, the worldwide community of Muslims are reflected in the horde of 
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African jihadists that jumped on the popular ISIS bandwagon. The authors of The Islamic State 

in Africa describe the chain effect of the victories recorded by IS Central as the 

‘democratisation of jihad’ on the African continent. In essence, ISIS presented itself as a supra-

national and powerful force with great ideological and material benefits to its African affiliates. 

Before ISIS, al-Qaeda served as the transnational jihadist hub and provided global patronage 

to local jihadist groups. Warner and his co-authors show the subtle and sometimes not-too-

subtle tension between ISIS and al-Qaeda as some of the new ISIS’ franchises oscillated in their 

loyalty to both supra-structures. The groups as well as ISIS and al-Qaeda exploited the 

powerplay in some instances. 

The Islamic State in Africa is particularly relevant as Africa becomes the new theatre of 

jihadism. Although IS Central has been badly weakened following the successful 

counterterrorism campaign by the Western-led coalition force against ISIS that led to the 

killing of al-Baghdadi and loss of ISIS-controlled territories, ISIS affiliates in Africa have 

surprisingly remained loyal to IS Central. The unflinching loyalty to a greatly diminished supra-

power is, according to Warner et al, due to the symbolic benefit that ISIS African affiliates 

continue to enjoy from the ISIS brand. According to the authors, IS Central and the plethora 

of ISIS provinces and non-provinces that emerge in Africa enjoy mutual benefits. Although, 

some of the African ISIS’ affiliates gained material support from the parent Jihadist body, 

which was once the richest terrorist groups in the world, the core benefit to the ISIS affiliates 

was symbolic. The ISIS affiliates retained their operational independence and remained largely 

driven by local politics and conditions. The symbolic currency of ISIS brand has not ceased 

despite the death of al-Baghdadi and the weakening of IS Central. This, in Warner et al’s 

opinion, explains why ISIS African affiliates re-pledged allegiance to IS Central after the death 

of al-Baghdadi. 

The Islamic State in Africa has great policy and intellectual usefulness. Intellectually, 

Warner et al offers a simplified yet effective analytical model for explaining the trajectory of 

extremist organisations. Policy-wise, the book provides a deep insight into the material and 

existential conditions that inspire the rise of Jihadist groups in Africa and how nefarious 

organisations such as ISIS can capitalise on these conditions to perpetuate and ‘democratise’ 

(using the author’s terms), -that is, expand their evil agenda. Removing those conditions or 

elements that allow the conditions to fester can go a long way in denying ambitious extremist 

organisations such as ISIS the opportunity to entrench themselves. As Africa becomes the new 

frontier for jihadism and other forms of extremism, The Islamic State in Africa provides readers 

with the correct tool for understanding and addressing the threats that this creates. 
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Author Guide 

Guidelines for Authors submitting Articles or Research Notes  

to the Journal of Central and Eastern European African Studies (JCEEAS) 

 

 

Preparing Your Paper 

Structure 

Your paper should be compiled in the following order: title page; abstract; keywords; main 

text introduction, materials and methods, results, discussion; acknowledgments; declaration 

of interest statement; references; appendices (as appropriate); table(s) with caption(s) (on 

individual pages); figures; figure captions (as a list). 

Word Limits 

Please include a word count for your paper. 

A typical paper for this journal should be no more than 10,000 words. 

Style of Referencing 

Authors may only submit their paper in Harvard style, using in-text citations. Manuscripts may 

be supplied as single or multiple files. These can be Word, rich text format (rtf), open 

document format (odt), or PDF files. Figures and tables can be placed within the text or 

submitted as separate documents. Figures should be of sufficient resolution to enable 

refereeing. 

There are no strict formatting requirements, but all manuscripts must contain the essential 

elements needed to evaluate a manuscript: abstract, author affiliation, figures, tables, funder 

information, and references. Further details may be requested upon acceptance. 

References can be in any style or format, so long as a consistent scholarly citation format is 

applied. Author name(s), journal or book title, article or chapter title, year of publication, 

volume and issue (where appropriate) and page numbers are essential. All bibliographic 

entries must contain a corresponding in-text citation. The addition of DOI (Digital Object 

Identifier) numbers is recommended but not essential. 

Spelling can be US or UK English so long as usage is consistent. 

Note that, regardless of the file format of the original submission, an editable version of the 

article must be supplied at the revision stage. 
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Checklist: What to Include 

Author details. All authors of a manuscript should include their full name and affiliation on the 

cover page of the manuscript. Where available, please also include ORCiDs and social media 

handles (Facebook, Twitter or LinkedIn). One author will need to be identified as the 

corresponding author, with their email address normally displayed in the article PDF 

(depending on the journal) and the online article. Authors’ affiliations are the affiliations 

where the research was conducted. If any of the named co-authors moves affiliation during 

the peer-review process, the new affiliation can be given as a footnote. Please note that no 

changes to affiliation can be made after your paper is accepted. 

Should contain an unstructured abstract of 200 words. 

Between 3 and 5 keywords. Read making your article more discoverable, including 

information on choosing a title and search engine optimization. 

Funding details. Please supply all details required by your funding and grant-awarding bodies 

as follows: 

For single agency grants 

This work was supported by the [Funding Agency] under Grant [number xxxx]. 

For multiple agency grants 

This work was supported by the [Funding Agency #1] under Grant [number xxxx]; [Funding 

Agency #2] under Grant [number xxxx]; and [Funding Agency #3] under Grant [number xxxx]. 

Disclosure statement. This is to acknowledge any financial interest or benefit that has arisen 

from the direct applications of your research. Further guidance on what is a conflict of interest 

and how to disclose it. 

Biographical note. Please supply a short biographical note for each author. This could be 

adapted from your departmental website or academic networking profile and should be 

relatively brief (e.g., no more than 200 words). 

Data availability statement. If there is a data set associated with the paper, please provide 

information about where the data supporting the results or analyses presented in the paper 

can be found. Where applicable, this should include the hyperlink, DOI or other persistent 

identifier associated with the data set(s). Templates are also available to support authors. 

Data deposition. If you choose to share or make the data underlying the study open, please 

deposit your data in a recognized data repository prior to or at the time of submission. You 

will be asked to provide the DOI, pre-reserved DOI, or other persistent identifier for the data 

set. 

Supplemental online material. Supplemental material can be a video, dataset, fileset, sound 

file or anything which supports (and is pertinent to) your paper. We publish supplemental 



a                           Author Guide 181 

 

JCEEAS – Journal of Central and Eastern European African Studies – ISSN 2786-1902              181 

material online via Figshare. Find out more about supplemental material and how to submit 

it with your article. 

Figures. Figures should be high quality (1200 dpi for line art, 600 dpi for grayscale and 300 dpi 

for color, at the correct size). Figures should be supplied in one of our preferred file formats: 

EPS, PDF, PS, JPEG, TIFF, or Microsoft Word (DOC or DOCX) files are acceptable for figures that 

have been drawn in Word. For information relating to other file types, please consult our 

Submission of electronic artwork document. 

Tables. Tables should present new information rather than duplicating what is in the text. 

Readers should be able to interpret the table without reference to the text. Please supply 

editable files. 

Equations. If you are submitting your manuscript as a Word document, please ensure that 

equations are editable. More information about mathematical symbols and equations. 

Units. Please use SI units (non-italicized). 

Using Third-Party Material in your Paper 

You must obtain the necessary permission to reuse third-party material in your article. The 

use of short extracts of text and some other types of material is usually permitted, on a limited 

basis, for the purposes of criticism and review without securing formal permission. If you wish 

to include any material in your paper for which you do not hold copyright, and which is not 

covered by this informal agreement, you will need to obtain written permission from the 

copyright owner prior to submission. More information on requesting permission to 

reproduce work(s) under copyright. 

Submitting Your Paper 

By submitting your paper to the Journal of Central and Eastern European African Studies you 

are agreeing to originality checks during the peer-review and production processes. 

The text should be sent to the editor-in-chief at <besenyo.janos@uni-obuda.hu>, with copy 

to the co-editor <karman.marianna@uni-obuda.hu>, together with an assurance that the MS 

has not been submitted to another journal and will not be submitted while under review 

with JCEEAS. The MS should be unpublished - and this includes online publications.  

Texts should be research-based, original and not published elsewhere before (with some 

exceptions being made for non-English publication elsewhere).  

The copyright of the text stays with the author(s); so does responsibility for content. 

Publication Charges 

There are no submission fees, publication fees or page charges for this journal. 
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