B On April 27, 2021 our colleague,
architect Béla SISA, awarded with the
Koés Karoly and Ybl Mikl6s prizes, a
renowned expert and iconic figure of
vernacular architecture conservation,
has passed away.

He was well known for his involve-
ment in the conservation of more than
a hundred historic buildings and for
his significant contribution to schol-
arly literature. Many buildings bear
the mark of his dedicated work, not
only in Hungary, but in Transylvania
and Upper Hungary (Slovakia) alike.
His passionate devotion to the cause
won the support of many civil advo-
cates for the preservation of the most
amazing and valuable pieces of ver-
nacular architecture.

Béla SISA was born on February 2,
1942 in Jaszberény (Hungary). He at-
tended school in his hometown and in
Budapest. He graduated in 1960 from
the Technical School of Architecture in
Budapest. He pursued historic build-
ing conservation specialist training at
the Technical University of Budapest
in 1970-1971. His workplace remained
the same from 1968, though the insti-
tution itself changed its name several
times: he started his employment as an
architect at the National Inspectorate
for Historic Monuments; he was the
head of the Vernacular Architecture
Group (later Department) established at
his initiative at the National Office for
the Protection of Historic Monuments
within the Supervision Directorate
until 2001; after that he worked until
his retirement as programme direc-
tor at the successor institution, the
National Office for Cultural Heritage.
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B Colegul nostru, Béla SISA, arhitect
laureat al premiilor Kés Kéroly si Ybl
Miklés, specialist recunoscut si perso-
nalitate iconica a protectiei arhitectu-
rii vernaculare, a decedat la 27 aprilie
2021.

De numele lui se leaga restaurarea
a peste 100 de monumente istorice si
o insemnatd activitate in cadrul lite-
raturii de specialitate. in afara terito-
riului actual al Ungariei, numeroase
cladiri pastreaza rezultatul muncii
sale dedicate, atat in Transilvania, cat
si in Slovacia. Prin pasiunea si dedi-
carea sa cauzei, a cistigat si o serie de
sustinatori civili pentru pastrarea ce-
lor mai frumoase si mai valoroase mo-
numente ale arhitecturii vernaculare.

Béla SISA s-a nascut in data de 2
februarie 1942, la Jaszberény (Unga-
ria). Si-a facut studiile in orasul natal
si la Budapesta. in 1960 a absolvit
Scoala Tehnica de Arhitectura, apoi in
1970-1971 cursul postuniversitar de
specializare in reabilitarea monumen-
telor istorice din cadrul Universitatii
Tehnice din Budapesta. Incepand din
1968 locul sau de munca a fost stabil,
desi institutia gi-a schimbat numele
de mai multe ori: si-a Inceput activi-
tatea ca arhitect proiectant la Inspec-
toratul National pentru Monumente
Istorice, devenit Oficiu National pen-
tru Protectia Monumentelor Istorice,
unde, in cadrul Directiei de Suprave-
ghere a Monumentelor, a fost initia-
torul si conducatorul Grupului, mai
tarziu al Departamentului de Arhitec-
tura Vernaculara pana in 2001, apoi
péana la pensionarea sa a lucrat ca di-
rector de program la Oficiul National
pentru Patrimoniul Cultural. In 1983
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W 2021. aprilis 27-én elhunyt SISA
Béla, Ké6s Karoly- és Ybl Miklos-di-
jas épitész kollégank, a népi miiem-
lékvédelem ismert szaktekintélye,
ikonikus alakja.

Nevéhez tobb mint szaz mtiem-
16k helyreéllitédsa és jelentés szak-
irodalmi tevékenység ftizédik. El-
kotelezett munkassagénak eredmé-
nyét Magyarorszag jelenlegi tertile-
tén kivil Erdélyben és Felvidéken
is szdmos épiilet 6rzi. Szenvedélyes
ugyszeretete szdmos civil tdmoga-
tot is szerzett a népi épitészet leg-
szebb, legértékesebb emlékeinek
meg6rzéséhez.

SISA Béla 1942. februar 2-4n
Jaszberényben sziiletett. Iskolait
sziil6varosaban és Budapesten vé-
gezte. 1960-ban fejezte be tanul-
ményait a budapesti Magasépit
Technikumban, a Budapesti M-
szaki Egyetem mtiemlékvédelmi
szakmérnoki képzését 1970-1971-
ben végezte el. Munkahelye 1968
Ota valtozatlan maradt, bar az
intézmény ezalatt tobbszor nevet
valtoztatott: az Orszagos Miiemléki
Feliigyel6ségnél kezdte épitész ter-
vezéként, az Orszagos Mtiemlékvé-
delmi Hivatal Mtemlékfeliigyeleti
Igazgatésagan a kezdeményezésére
létrehozott Népi Epitészeti Csoport,
majd Osztaly vezetdje volt 2001-ig,
azt kovetéen a jogutdd intézmény-
nél, a Kulturalis Orékségvédelmi
Hivatalnal  programigazgatoként
dolgozott nyugdijazasaig. Miem-
léki alkoté tevékenységet végzd
vallalkozasat 1983-ban inditotta,
alapitéja volt a Népi Mtiemlékvéde-
lemért Alapitvdnynak, és tobb mint
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He launched his company dedicated
to historic buildings in 1983; he was
the founder of the Vernacular Archi-
tecture Foundation, and for more than
10 years he was the president of the
Public Service Foundation for Cultural
Heritage Conservation.

He was a member of the Hungarian
National Committee of ICOMOS from
1980, between 1997 and 2002 being
its vice-president, and a member of
the supervisory board of the Associa-
tion of Hungarian Country House Mu-
seums between 2002 and 2009.

His work includes the conserva-
tion, research, and design of a high
number of country house museums
and outstanding vernacular historic
buildings. Moreover, he completed
even a higher number of assignments
as the coordinator and supervisor of
the conservation of such buildings.
As a result of his assiduous work, the
support system of this vulnerable her-
itage could be maintained in order to
ensure its preservation. He gave im-
portance to the financial support of
new research as well, which ranged
from survey camps organised for stu-
dents to the documenting of our her-
itage outside the country’s borders.
He invested huge energies into the
professional acknowledgement and
promotion of the saved vernacular ar-
chitecture, for this purpose publishing
books, articles, and studies alike.

Besides his work regarding vernac-
ular architecture, his genuine profes-
sionalism is confirmed by many reli-
gious and civil buildings conserved
according to his designs. His book
published in two volumes in 1981 on
the historic buildings of Békés County
is currently used as a schoolbook in
many higher education institutions.

The forums and conferences or-
ganised by him allowed for the shar-
ing of professional experiences. The
public could learn about his designs
in exhibitions: in Hungary, at around
30 locations, but also in Romania,
at Cluj-Napoca, Ploiesti, Bucharest,
Sfantu Gheorghe, in Slovakia at Tre-
bisov, Kralovsky Chlmec, Moldava
nad Bodvou, or at Vienna, Rome, Flor-
ence, Paris, and Brussels.

His work was recognised through
a series of awards: in 1977 he earned
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a pornit o intreprindere prestatoare
de activitati creative in domeniul mo-
numentelor istorice, a fost fondatorul
Fundatiei pentru Protectia Monumen-
telor Istorice Vernaculare, si mai bine
de 10 ani a fost presedintele asociatiei
de interes public Masa Rotunda pen-
tru Protectia Patrimoniul Cultural.

Incepand din 1980 a fost membru,
apoi intre 1997 si 2002 vicepresedinte
al Comitetului National Maghiar ICO-
MOS, precum si membru in consiliul
de inspectie al Asociatiei Caselor Tra-
ditionale Maghiare intre 2002 si 2009.

El s-a preocupat de cercetarea,
proiectarea gi reabilitarea a nume-
roase case traditionale si monumente
istorice vernaculare insemnate, iar in-
tr-un numar si mai mare a coordonat
si supravegheat reabilitarea acestora.
Ca urmare a activitatii sale perse-
verente, a reusit sa mentina cat mai
mult timp cu putinta sistemul de su-
port pentru acest segment vulnerabil
de patrimoniu, sistem care timp inde-
lungat a asigurat pastrarea acestuia. A
considerat la fel de important si spriji-
nul material al noilor cercetari, in care
s-au incadrat taberele de relevare pen-
tru studenti, cat si documentarea pa-
trimoniului de peste hotare. A investit
o energie uriasa in a face cunoscut si
acceptat de catre specialigti patrimo-
niului vernacular salvat, in acest scop
a scris volume de carti si a publicat
articole gi studii.

Nivel sau profesional ridicat este
atestat, pe langd monumentele istori-
ce vernaculare, si de catre numeroase
cladiri bisericesti si civile, care au fost
reabilitate in baza proiectelor sale.
Cartea sa in doua volume aparuta in
1981, care prezintd monumentele is-
torice din judetul Békés (Ungaria), si
azi mai este utilizata ca manual in mai
multe unitati de invatamant superior.

Intalnirile si conferintele organiza-
te de el au fost ocazii de largire a ori-
zontului profesional. Proiectele sale
au fost expuse publicului: in circa 30
de locatii din Ungaria, precum si in
Roménia la Cluj, Ploiesti, Bucuresti,
Sfantu Gheorghe, in Slovacia la Tre-
bisov, Kralovsky Chlmec, Moldava
nad Bodvou, sau la Viena, Roma, Flo-
renta, Paris, respectiv Bruxelles.

O serie de distinctii semnaleaza
gratitudinea pentru munca sa: in 1977

10 évig a Kulturalis Orokségvédel-
mi Kerekasztal Koézhasznu Egyesii-
let elnoke.

Az ICOMOS Magyar Nemzeti
Bizottsaganak 1980-t6l tagja, 1997
és 2002 kozott alelnoke, a Magyar-
orszagi Tajhdzak Szovetségének
2002 és 2009 kozott feltgyel6bi-
zottsagi tagja.

Nevéhez flizédik szamos tajha-
zunk, kiemelked6 népi miemléke-
ink helyreéllitasa, kutatasa, terve-
zése, még nagyobb szamban felaji-
tasuk koordinalasa, feliigyelete. Ki-
tart6 munkajanak eredményeképp
a végsokig életben tartotta e sériilé-
keny emlékanyag tdmogatasi rend-
szerét, amely hosszt idén keresztiil
biztositotta fennmaradasukat. Fon-
tosnak tartotta az tjabb kutatasok
anyagi segitését is, amelyben helyet
kaptak az egyetemi felmérétabo-
roktol kezdve a hataron tuali 6rok-
ségiink dokumentédlasa. Hatalmas
energiat fektetett a megmentett
népi épitészeti emlékek szakmai
elfogadtatdsaba, megismertetésébe,
amelynek érdekében ©néll6 kote-
tein kiviil szdmos cikket és tanul-
manyt jelentetett meg.

Magas szinti szakmai felké-
sziiltségét a népiek mellett szamos,
tervei alapjan helyreallitott egyhé-
zi, polgari épiilet bizonyitja. Békés
megye miiemlékeit bemutats, két-
kotetes, 1981-ben megjelent konyve
maig tankonyviil szolgal tobb fel-
s6fokt tanintézetben.

Szervezésében tanacskozasok,
konferencidk adhattak teret a szak-
mai toltekezésnek. Terveit kidllité-
sokon ismerhette meg a kozonség:
orszagunkban mintegy 30 helyen,
emellett Kolozsvaron, Ploiesti-en,
Bukarestben, Bécsben, Sepsiszent-
gyorgyon, Toéketerebesen, Kiraly-
helmecen, Szepsiben, Réméban,
Firenzében, Parizsban, valamint
Briisszelben voltak lathatok.

Munkéasséganak elismerését
szdmos kitlintetés jelzi: 1977-ben
az Epitsipar Kivalé Dolgozéja,
1984-ben megkapta a Magyar M-
emlékvédelemért dijat, 2003-ban
Rébagyarmat kozség diszpolgarava
valasztottdk, majd 2006-ban Kos
Karoly-dijjal jutalmaztak a népi
épitészeti  orokség  kutatdsdnak,



the Outstanding Worker in Construc-
tion Industry reward, in 1984 he re-
ceived the award for Hungarian His-
toric Building Conservation, in 2003
he was elected an honorary citizen of
Rébagyarmat (Hungary), and in 2006
he received the Kés Kéroly Award as
a prominent professional and outstand-
ing personality in the field of research,
conservation, and preservation of ver-
nacular architecture. In 2013, he was
awarded the most prestigious prize in
architecture, the Ybl Award for his ded-
icated work of several decades to the
preservation and maintenance of the
values of vernacular architecture and
his work in the history of architecture.
He was restless in all these endeavours
up until now, when fate put a sudden
and tragic end to his diverse and tena-
cious work and life.

Anna DOBOSYNE ANTAL
vice-president of the Hungarian
National Committee of ICOMOS
president of the Vernacular Archi-
tecture Specialised Sub-committee

Originally published in: ICOMOS Hiradé 2
(2021): 18.
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primeste Excelenta in Industria Con-
structiilor, in 1984 Premiul pentru
Protectia Monumentelor Istorice, in
2003 este ales cetatean de onoare a co-
munei Rabagyarmat (Ungaria), apoi in
2006 este recompensat cu Premiul Kés
Karoly ca remercabil specialist si per-
sonalitate determinanta in domeniul
moniului arhitectural vernacular. In
2013 i se conferd cea mai inalta distin-
ctie in arhitectura, Premiul Ybl, pentru
activitatea sa neprecupetita de-a lungul
deceniilor in interesul pdstrarii, susti-
nerii valorilor arhitecturii vernaculare,
respectiv pentru munca sa in domeniul
istoriei arhitecturii. A lucrat neobosit
pana in prezent, cind neasteptat si in
mod tragic soarta i-a curmat variata ac-
tivitate, perseverenta, viata.

Anna DOBOSYNE ANTAL
vicepresedinte al Comitetului
National Maghiar ICOMOS
presedinte al Comitetului de Ar-
hitectura Vernaculara

Publicat original in: [COMOS Hirads 2 (2021): 18.
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helyredllitasanak és gondozdsdnak
kivalé szakemberét, meghatdrozo
egyéniségét. 2013-ban a legran-
gosabb épitészeti dijat, az Ybl-di-
jat adomanyoztdk szdmara a népi
épitészet értékeinek megdrzéséért,
fenntartdsdért végzett sok évtizeden
at tarto dldozatos munkdjaért, vala-
mint az épitészettérténeti munkas-
sdagaért. Ezen dolgozott faradhatat-
lanul mind ez ideig, amikor a sors
varatlanul tragikus véget vetett
sokrétli, kitarté munkassaganak,
életének.

DOBOSYNE ANTAL Anna
ICOMOS Magyar Nemzeti
Bizottsédg, alelnok

Népi Epitészeti Szakbizottsag
elnok

Eredeti megjelenés: ICOMOS Hiradé 2
(2021): 18.

B Béla SISA during his lecture, TUSNAD
conference, 1992, drawing by architect
Arnold MACALIK

W Béla SISA in timpul prelegerii, conferinta
TUSNAD, 1992, desen de arhitectul
Arnold MACALIK

B S/SA Béla eléadds kbzben,

TUSNAD konferencia, 1992, MACALIK Arnold
épitész rajza
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