m The current issue of our journal is
dedicated to the 55" anniversary of
the establishment of ICOMOS - the
International Council on Monuments
and Sites — in June 1965, in Warsaw.
The intention of the founders — clear-
Iy stated in the resolution adopted by
the Second International Congress of
Architects and Technicians of Historic
Monuments in Venice in May 1964 —
was to create an international nongov-
ernmental organisation for specialists in
the field of preservation of historic build-
ings and sites, which would ensure, as
an overseeing forum, the observance of
the principles formulated in the “Ven-
ice Charter”, adopted at the same time,
considered until today as “the official
code in the field of the conservation
of cultural properties” (Piero GAZZOLA,
first president of ICOMOS), and to which
all later charters formulated by ICOMOS
will refer. The operating concept was (and
is) based on individual offiliation, the
activity being coordinated by national
cominittees, established since 1965 in the
participating countries. It is worth men-
tioning that in the period of the “Cold War”
ICOMOS offered a platform not only for
meeting and exchanging experience be-
tween specialists from the East and the
West, but also for influencing cultural
policy, especially since ICOMOS was
included by UNESCO in the 1972 Her-
itage Convention, as one of the special-
ist consultants.

As the eastern national committees
were set up and controlled by the state
administrations, it was only the radical
political changes, starting with 1990,
that were able to open perspectives
and possibilities for a change in the at-
titude of civil society towards cultural
heritage. The road to recognising and
supporting the work of various associa-
tions, foundations, and nongovernmen-
tal organisations (including the ICO-
MOS National Committees) engaged
in the protection of cultural heritage is
difficult and time-consuming, and the
articles in this issue try to convey some
of the efforts made in this regard in the
last 30 years.

Christoph MACHAT
Member of the Editorial Board
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m Numdrul actual al revistei noastre
este dedicat aniversarii a 55 ani de la
infiintarea organizatiei ICOMOS — con-
siliul international al monumentelor i
siturilor — in iunie 1965 la Varsovia.
Intentia clar formulatd a fondatorilor
— in rezolutia adoptata de Congresul
II al arhitectilor si tehnicienilor de mo-
numente istorice de la Venetia in mai
1964 — era crearea unei organizatii in-
ternationale neguvernamentale pentru
specialigtii in conservarea monumen-
telor gi siturilor, care sa vegheze pre-
cum un for superior asupra respectarii
principiilor formulate in ,,Carta de la
Venetia”, concomitent adoptatd, consi-
derata pana astazi drept ,,codul oficial
in domeniul conservarii bunurilor cul-
turale” (Piero GAZZOLA, primul prese-
dinte ICOMOS) si la care toate cartele
ulterior formulate de ICOMOS vor face
referintd. Conceptia de functionare era
(si este) bazata pe afiliere personald,
activitatea fiind coordonata prin comi-
tete nationale, infiintate inca din 1965
in tarile participante. Meritd mentio-
nat cd in acea perioada a ,,razboiului
rece” ICOMOS oferea o platformda nu
doar de intalnire si schimb de experi-
entd intre specialigtii din Est si Vest,
dar si de influentare a politicii cultu-
rale, mai ales dupa ce ICOMOS a fost
inclus de UNESCO in conventia patri-
moniului mondial din 1972, ca unul
din consultantii de specialitate.
Deoarece comitetele nationale estice
erau constituite gi controlate de catre
administratiile statelor, abia schimba-
rile radicale pe plan politic incepand
cu anul 1990 au putut deschide per-
spective si posibilitati pentru o schim-
bare a atitudinii societatii civile fata
de patrimoniul cultural. Drumul catre
recunoasterea si sprijinirea activitatii
diferitelor asociatii, fundatii si organi-
zatii neguvernamentale (inclusiv co-
mitetele nationale ICOMOS) angajate
in protectia patrimoniului cultural este
anevoios gi necesita timp, iar articolele
din aceasta editie incearca sa trans-
mita cate ceva din eforturile depuse in
acest sens in ultimii 30 ani.

Christoph MACHAT
Membru al Colegiului de Redactie

m [Folydiratunk jelenlegi szdamdt az
ICOMOS - Miiemlékek és Miiemlék-
helyszinek Nemzetkézi Tandcsa -
Varséban, 1965. janiusdban tortént
megalapitdsanak 55. évforduldjdara
szenteltitk. Az alapiték A Torténeti
Epiiletek Epitészeinek és Szakértéinek
Madsodik Kongresszusan, Velencében
1964. mdjusdban elfogadott hatdroza-
taban rogzitett és ebben egyértelmiien
megfogalmazott szandéka egy nemzet-
kozi szintii nem kormdnyzati miiem-
lék- és miiemlékhelyszin-védelmi szak-
mai szervezet létrehozdsa volt, amely
az ezzel egyidejiileg elfogadott és a mai
napig ,a kulturdlis javak megovdsat
szavatol6 hivatalos kédexnek” mindsii-
16 (Piero GAZZOLA, az ICOMOS elsd
elndke) és minden utdlagosan elfoga-
dott ICOMOS karta hivatkozdsi pont-
jat képezd Velencei Kartdban rogzitett
elvek betartdsat biztositand. A miiko-
dési alapelve a személyes tagsag elvé-
bél indult ki (és ezen alapszik), ennek
tevékenységét pedig az egyes résztvevd
orszagokban mar 1965-ben alapitott
nemzeti  bizottsGgokban szervezték
meg. Emlitésre méltd, hogy a ,hideg-
habora” ezen iddszakdban az ICOMOS
a nyugati és a keleti szakemberek sza-
mdra nem kizdarélag taldlkozdsi és esz-
mecsere lehetdségeket nyujtott, hanem
a kulturdlis politikai irdnyzatokra is
hatdst gyakorolt, legfébbképpen miu-
tdn az ICOMOS-t az UNESCO 1972.
évi vilagorokségi egyezményében szak-
tandcsadéként kérte fel.

Mivel a keleti nemzeti bizottsdgokat az
illetd orszdagok hatosdgai alapitottdk és
iranyitottak, csak az 1990-ben elindult
gydkeres politikai valtozasok nyitottak
4j tavlatokat és lehetdségeket a civil
tarsadalomnak a kulturdlis Orokség
irant tanusitott dllaspontjaval kapcso-
latban. Az 1t a kulturdlis orokség vé-
delmét felvallalé kiilénbézd egyesiile-
tek, alapitvanyok, és civil szervezetek
(ideértve az ICOMOS nemzeti bizottsa-
gokat is) tevékenységének elismerésére
és tdmogatdsdra igazdn kiizdelmes és
iddigényes, ebben a kiadasban megje-
lend cikkek pedig megprobdljak ecse-
telni az elmilt 30 év szakmai erdfeszi-
téseit ezen a téren.

MACHAT Christoph
A szerkesztGbizottsag tagja
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