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M Professor Michael PETZET, PhD
(1933-2019) passed away unex-
pectedly on Wednesday, May 29,
2019. He was a world-renowned
specialist in the preservation of
historic buildings and sites. He
was General Conservator of Bavaria
between 1974 and 1999, President
of the German National Commit-
tee of ICOMOS (1988-2012), and
President of ICOMOS International
(1999-2008).

Between 1951 and 1958, PETZET
studied art history, archaeology,
and history at the universities in
Munich and Paris. His doctor-
al thesis was a monograph on the
Louvre Palace. After his doctoral
studies, he worked at the records
department of the Bavarian State
Office for Monument Protection
and at the Bavarian Administra-
tion of Palaces, Gardens and Lakes
for several years. His interest, un-
derstanding, and commitment to
modern, as well as contemporary
art, and to young artists pushed
him to organise (together with his
wife, Detta, T 2012, scenographer)
a number of successful art exhibi-
tions. As a result, in 1971 he was
appointed director of the famous
Lenbachhaus modern art gallery in
Munich. After his appointment as
General Conservator of Bavaria in
1974, he dedicated himself to the
issue of protection and preserva-
tion of historic buildings and sites
with the same commitment and
professional rigour, considering
the principles of preservation not
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B Neagteptat s-a stins din viata
in ziua de miercuri, 29 mai 2019,
domnul prof. dr. Michael PETZET
(1933-2019), specialist in conserva-
rea monumentelor si siturilor de re-
nume mondial, Conservator Gene-
ral al Bavariei intre 1974-1999, fost
presedinte al Comitetului National
German ICOMOS (1988-2012) si
fost presedinte ICOMOS Internati-
onal (1999-2008).

Intre 1951 si 1958, PETZET a
studiat istoria artei, arheologie si
istorie la universitatile din Min-
chen si Paris, teza lui de doctorat
fiind o lucrare monografica despre
palatul Louvre. Dupa doctorat, a lu-
crat citiva ani in sectia de evidenta
a Directiei Monumentelor din Ba-
varia ¢i in Administratia Palatelor
si Gradinilor Publice ale statului
Bavarez. Interesul, intelegerea si
angajamentul pentru arta moderna,
dar si contemporana, si pentru ar-
tistii tineri l-au motivat sa organi-
zeze (impreund cu sotia lui, Detta,
t 2012, scenografa) nenumarate
expozitii de artd cu succes, drept
care, In 1971, a fost numit director
al faimoasei galerii de arta moderna
Lenbachhaus din Munchen. Dupa
numirea lui in postul de Conser-
vator General al Bavariei in 1974,
cu acelagi angajament si seriozitate
profesionala, a inceput sa se ocupe
de problematica protectiei si con-
servarii monumentelor gi siturilor
istorice, reflectand asupra princi-
piilor de conservare (sau ,,prezerva-
re”) nu doar in traditia germana, ci
in cea europeana si internationala.

In memoriam Michael PETZET
(t May 29, 2019)
(1 29 mai 2019)

(1 2019. majus 29.)

B 2019. majus 29-én, szerdan va-
ratlanul hunyt el dr. Michael PETZET
professzor (1933-2019), a mtiemlé-
kek és miiemléki helyszinek meg-
Orzésében tevékenykedd vilaghird
szakember, aki 1974-1999 kozott
Bajororszdg mtiemlékvédelmi f6-
gondnoka volt, valamint az ICO-
MOS Német Nemzeti Bizottsag
(1988-2012) és az ICOMOS Interna-
tional egykori elnke (1999-2008).
1951 és 1958 kozott végezte mi-
vészettorténeti, régészeti és torté-
nelmi tanulmanyait a miincheni és
a périzsi egyetemeken, monografi-
aszer doktori dolgozatat pedig a
Louvre-palotérdl irta. Doktori tanul-
manyai utdn néhany évet a bajor
Muemlékvédelmi Igazgatésdg mii-
emlék-nyilvantartasi osztalyan, illet-
ve a bajor Allami Kastélyok, Kertek és
Tavak Igazgatésaganak szolgalatdban
toltott. A modern, de a kortars mivé-
szet illetve az ifja mivészek iranti ér-
deklédése, ezek megértése és az irdn-
tuk tanusitott elkotelezettsége arra
késztette, hogy feleségével, Dettdval
egyitt (diszlettervezd, + 2012) szé-
mos sikeres kiallitast szervezzenek,
ezeknek koszonhetéen pedig 1971-
ben 6 lett a hires miincheni Lenba-
chhaus modern miivészeti mizeum
igazgatdja. Amikor 1974-ben Bajoror-
szag miiemlékvédelmi fégondnokava
nevezték ki, ugyanazzal az elkotele-
zettséggel és szakmai komolysaggal
kezdett el foglalkozni a mtiemlékek
és a torténeti helyszinek megérzé-
sének és védelmének a kérdésével,
valamint mtemlékvédelmi elveiben
nem kizar6lag a német, hanem az
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W Vizitd la Rosia Montand. Din stdnga spre dreapta Virgil APOSTOL, Stefan BALICI si Michael PETZET © Christoph MACHAT
W Visit to Rosia Montand. From left to right Virgil APOSTOL, Stefan BALICI, and Michael PETZET © Christoph MACHAT

W Verespataki ldtogatds. Balrél jobbra: Virgil APOSTOL, Stefan BALICI és Michael PETZET © Christoph MACHAT

only in the German tradition, but
also in the European and interna-
tional ones. His belief that critical
discourse should be made availa-
ble to the general public material-
ised in a number of publications,
books, articles, and scientific pa-
pers. It is to be noted that, after his
election as President of ICOMOS
Germany in 1988, he founded the
publication series called “ICOMOS
— Journals of the German National
Committee”, which reached its 67t
issue in 2019. It is worth mention-
ing that the first volume, issued
in 1990, is entitled ICOMOS pro
Romania. This issue was the cat-
alogue of the itinerant exhibition
of ICOMOS International, dedicat-
ed to the urban planning policy in
socialist Romania, opened in 1989
in Paris. After his election as Pres-
ident of ICOMOS International in
1999, he did not limit himself to
only reorganising the activities of

Convingerea sa ca discursul critic
trebuie pus la dispozitie publicului
larg s-a articulat prin nenumadrate
publicatii, carti, articole gi comu-
nicari gtiintifice. Este semnificativ
faptul ca, dupa alegerea domniei
sale ca presedinte ICOMOS Germa-
nia in 1988, a infiintat seria de pu-
blicatii ,JCOMOS - Caiete ale Co-
mitetului National German”, care a
ajuns, in 2019, la numéarul LXVII.
Este demn de mentionat ca primul
volum, aparut in 1990, poarta titlul
ICOMOS pro Romania, fiind catalo-
gul expozitiei itinerante ICOMOS
International, dedicatd politicii de
sistematizare a Romaniei socialis-
te, deschisa in 1989 la Paris. Dupa
alegerea ca presedinte ICOMOS
International in anul 1999, el nu a
restructurat doar activitatile comi-
tetului executiv, infiintdnd grupul
de lucru pentru problemele patri-
moniului cultural mondial al con-
ventiei UNESCO din 1972 si pane-

eurépai és a nemzetkézi hagyomé-
nyok is nyomon kovethet6ek voltak.
Azon meggy6z6dését, hogy a kritikai
szemléletnek a nyilvanossag korében
is elérhetének kell lennie szdmos ki-
advanyaban, konyvében, cikkében és
szakmai rendezvényeken is kifejtet-
te. Figyelemremélt6, hogy 1988 utan
— amikor a németorszagi ICOMOS el-
noke lett — 1étrehozta az ,JCOMOS —
A Német Nemzeti Bizottsag fuizetei”
kiadvanysorozatot, amely 2019-ben
mar a LXVIIL szdmnal tart. Azt is meg
kell emliteniink, hogy az 1990-ben
megjelent elsé kotet cime ICOMOS
pro Romania volt, amely az 1989-
ben Parizsban megnyilt szocialista
Romania telepiilésrendezési politika-
jarol sz6l6 nemzetkozi ICOMOS van-
dorkiallitds katal6gusa lett. Miutan
1999-ben a nemzetkozi ICOMOS el-
noke lett, nemcsak hogy atszervezte
a végrehajt6 bizottsag tevékenységét,
hanem létrehozta az 1972. évi UNES-
CO egyezményben rogzitett kulturé-
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the executive committee, as he set
up the working group for world cul-
tural heritage-related issues within
the UNESCO Convention of 1972,
as well as the expert panel for the
study of dossiers and for issuing
recommendations to the UNESCO
World Committee. In a context of
repeated destructions of heritage
worldwide, caused by either nat-
ural or anthropic catastrophes, he
established and published the first
volume of the international series
“Heritage at Risk. ICOMOS World
Report on Monuments and Sites
in Danger” already in 2000. This
series also included contributions
from Romania over the years. When
the Rosia Montana affair was very
topical and debated at internation-
al level, he did not hesitate to make
the effort to come on site in 2007
(on the occasion of the ICOMOS
Europe meeting in Sibiu, European
Capital of Culture), in the company
of Stefan BALICI and Virgil APOS-
TOL (credit photo to Christoph MA-
CHAT). His concern for the state of
preservation of historic buildings
already on the world list made him
organise the first working group for
the preventive monitoring of UNE-
SCO sites in Germany within the
German ICOMOS Committee. This
activity was further undertaken by
other national committees.

It is certain that such an ac-
tive personality, with the highest
professional demands, could not
please everybody. His response to
the tendencies to overlook the tra-
ditions materialised in principles,
for which he had fought all his
life, is reflected in his Internation-
al Principles of Preservation, pub-
lished in 2010 in Cluj-Napoca with
the contribution of colleagues from
ICOMOS Romania. In this spir-
it, we shall ensure continuity for
his ideas and projects, such as the
publishing of the “Heritage at Risk”
series (consigned to the author of
these lines in 2008) or the preven-
tive monitoring of the sites on the
UNESCO List.

Christoph MACHAT
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lul de experti pentru studiul dosa-
relor si elaborarea recomandarilor
catre Comitetul Mondial UNESCO.
Fatd de distrugerile repetate ale pa-
trimoniului la nivel mondial, cau-
zate fie de catastrofe ale naturii, fie
ale omului, a infiintat si publicat
deja in anul 2000 primul volum
al seriei internationale ,Heritage
at Risk. ICOMOS World Report on
Monuments and Sites in Danger”,
care in decursul anilor a cuprins si
contributii din Roméania. Cand pro-
blematica Rosiei Montane era foar-
te actuala gi discutata la nivel inter-
national, el nu a ezitat sa faca efor-
tul de a veni la fata locului in 2007
(cu ocazia simpozionului ICOMOS
Europa la Sibiu, Capitala Culturala
a Europei), fiind insotit de Stefan
BALICI si Virgil APOSTOL (foto-
grafia Christoph MACHAT). Iar
grija pentru starea de conservare
a monumentelor inscrise deja pe
lista mondiala 1-a indemnat sa or-
ganizeze la nivelul comitetului ger-
man ICOMOS primul grup de lucru
pentru monitorizarea preventiva a
siturilor UNESCO din Germania,
activitate ce ulterior a fost preluata
si de alte comitete nationale.

Farda indoiald o personalitate
atét de activé, cu exigenta celui mai
inalt nivel profesional, nu a putut
fi pe placul tuturor. Raspunsul lui
fata de tendintele de a ignora tradi-
tiile intruchipate de principii, pen-
tru care a luptat o viatd intreaga, se
gaseste in acele Principii Internati-
onale ale Prezervdrii, publicate in
2010 la Cluj-Napoca gratie colegi-
lor ICOMOS din Romania. in acest
spirit vom continua cele initiate
si incepute de domnia sa, precum
editarea seriei ,Heritage at Risk”
(incredintata autorului acestor ran-
duri in 2008) sau monitorizarea
preventiva a siturilor inscrise pe
lista UNESCO.

Christoph MACHAT

lis vilagorokséggel kapcsolatos ké-
sésekkel foglalkozé munkacsoportot
is, tovabba pedig megszervezte az
igyek tanulmanyozéséaval, illetve az
UNESCO vilagbizottsagnak javas-
latokat el6terjeszté szakbizottsagot.
Az orokséggel szemben vilagszerte
ismételten akér a természeti kataszt-
r6fdk vagy az ember 4ltal elkovetett
pusztitdsokra reagalva, PETZET
mar 2000-ben létrehozta és kozolte
a ,Heritage at Risk. ICOMOS World
Report on Monuments and Sites in
Danger” cimt nemzetkozi kiadvany-
sorozat els6 kotetét, amely az évek
folyaman roméniai frasokat is tartal-
mazott. Amikor a verespataki kérdés
aktualis illetve vilagszerte hevesen
vitatott volt, mindent megtett, hogy
2007-ben eljohessen a helyszinre (a
Nagyszeben, Eurépa kulturalis f6va-
rosa kapcsan rendezett ICOMOS Eu-
r6pa konferencia alkalmébdl), Stefan
BALICI és Virgil APOSTOL kisére-
tében (fényképezte Christoph MA-
CHAT). Es a vilagorokségi listan sze-
replé mtiemlékek éllapota és helyze-
te iranti gondoskodasa arra késztette,
hogy a németorszagi ICOMOS bizott-
sagon beliil 1étrehozza az elsé olyan
munkacsoportot, amely a németor-
szagi UNESCO helyszinek megel$z6
jellegti feliigyeletével foglalkozott, e
tevékenységet pedig kés6bb mas or-
szagos bizottsagok is felvéllaltik.
Kétségkiviil egy ennyire tevé-
keny és szakmailag igényes szemé-
lyiség nem nyerhette el minden-
ki tetszését. Egész élete harcaban
megnyilvanulé, az elvekben meg-
testesiil6 hagyoményokat figyel-
men kiviil hagyo irdnyvonalakra irt
véalasza olvashat6é az ICOMOS Ro-
ménia munkatarsainak jovoltabol
2010-ben Kolozsvérott megjelen-
tetett Az orokségmegdrzés nemzet-
kozi elvei kotetben. Ugyanezzel a
lelkiilettel fogjuk folytatni azt, amit
elkezdett, mint a ,,Heritage at Risk”
cimd sorozat megjelentetését, va-
lamint az UNESCO-listan szerepld
vilagorokségi mutiemlékhelyszinek
megel6z6 jellegt feliigyeletét.

Christoph MACHAT





