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Parcul castelului Bethlen
din Sanmiclaus, judetul Alba

DATE ISTORICE S| CONTEMPORANE’

B Rezumat: Articolul prezinta cateva repere din istoria constructiilor si ame-
najarilor parcului castelului Bethlen din Sanmiclausg (judetul Alba). Parcul in
stil mixt, clasat drept monument istoric in Listele Monumentelor Istorice 2004,
2010, respectiv 2015, a fost creat in secolul al XIX-lea. Descifrabila partial in
documente iconografice de epocd, amenajarea a fost alterata pe parcursul se-
colului al XX-lea, din fostele dispuneri aproape neramandnd urme. Articolul
descrie principalele elemente construite si amenajate ale ansamblului, relatii-
le dintre ele si relatiile lor cu asezarea gi peisajul inconjurdtor, asa cum au fost
observate de cdtre autoare in vara anului 2006, in incercarea de a schita un
inventar sumar al situatiei amenajarii in zilele noastre.

M Cuvinte cheie: gradina istorica rezidentialda, amenajare in stil mixt, se-
colul XIX

Introducere

B Pe mosia din Sdnmiclaus, aflata in posesia familiei BETHLEN inca din
secolul al XIV-lea (CHIRA, Sanmiclaus), Mikl6s BETHLEN® a ridicat in
anii 70 ai secolului al XVII-lea (BIRO 1944, 30)*, dupa planuri pe care el
insusi le-a realizat, un castel,® situat din punct de vedere stilistic la limi-
ta dintre renastere si baroc (CHIRA, Sanmiclaus). Jézsef BIRO aminteste

1 Arhitect, dr., lector la Universitatea Tehnica din Cluj-Napoca, Roménia.

2 Urmand structura metodologica descrisa in articolul de debut al rubricii Gradini Istorice,
prezentarea parcului castelului Bethlen din Sanmiclaus abordeaza urmatoarele aspecte,
relevante pentru o analiza sistematica a gradinilor istorice rezidentiale transilvanene: date
generale despre ,proprietari, etape de constructie, stil arhitectural, constructori”; peisaj
(~formatiuni principale de relief, cursuri de apa, prezenta unor elemente dominante”); am-
plasament (,localizare in cadrul agezarii, forma generala a sitului, caracterul limitelor”);
relief local si dispunerea elementelor majore (,topografia sitului, localizarea elementelor
majore pe sit: zona de acces, resedinta, parcul, alte elemente naturale sau construite”);
amenajarile de acces (,,localizarea acceselor — pe proprietate si in resedinta — si descrierea
amenajdrilor aferente”); castelul si relatia lui cu amenajarile exterioare (,,descrierea volu-
melor principale” ale castelului si a ,,dispozitivelor de legitura cu exteriorul”); respectiv,
amenajarea exterioara propriu-zisa (,compozitie, dispunerea vegetatiei, elemente de vege-
tatie, paviment, obiecte ornamentale, constructii ornamentale”). Pentru descrierea detaliata
a metodologiei, a se vedea articolul de debut (MILEA 2012).

3 Miklés BETHLEN (1642-1716). Urmeaza studiile, mai intai la colegiile din Alba Iulia si
Cluj, continuénd ,,in principalele centre de cultura ale lumii protestante europene, la Hei-
delberg (in 1661), Utrecht si Leyden (in 1663)”. Pe plan politic, a luptat ,,pentru pastrarea in-
dependentei Transilvaniei si drepturile protestantilor din Principat” (CHIRA, Sanmiclaus).

4 Anii 1668-1683 (CHIRA, Sanmiclaus).

5 Ansamblul castelului Bethlen (AB-II-a-A-00323) sec. XVII-XIX: castelul Bethlen (AB-II-
m-A-00323.01) 1668-1673, 1682-1683; granar (AB-II-m-A-00323.02) sec. XIX; parc (AB-
1I-m-A-00323.03) sec. XIX (Lista Monumentelor Istorice 2004, 2010, 2015). SAnmiclaus/
Sinmiclaug (RO), Betlenszentmikl6s/Szaszszentmiklos/Olahszentmiklés/Szentmiklos
(HU) (SZABO, Dictionar).
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Bethlen Manor House Park
in Sanmiclaus,
Alba County

HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY DATA?

B Abstract: The article presents several
landmarks from the history of construction
and landscape design of the Bethlen Manor
House Park in Sanmiclaus (Alba County).
The mixed style park, listed in the 2004,
2010, respectively 2015 Historic Buildings
Lists, was created in the 19" century. Par-
tially decipherable in period iconographic
documents, the landscaping was altered
during the 20" century, the former elements
of which have disappeared almost entirely.
The article describes the main built and
landscaped elements of the ensemble, the
relationships between them and with the
settlement and the surrounding landscape,
as they were observed by the author in the
summer of 2006, in an attempt to sketch a
brief inventory of the current state of the site.

B Keywords: residential historic garden,
mixed style landscaping, 19" century

Introduction
B On the estate in Sdnmiclaus, owned

by the BETHLEN family even since the
14" century (CHIRA, Sadnmiclaug), Miklds

1 Architect, PhD, assistant professor at the Tech-
nical University of Cluj-Napoca, Romania.

2 Following the methodological structure de-
scribed in the first article of the Historical Gar-
dens column, the presentation of the Bethlen
Manor House Park in Sdnmiclaus approaches
the following aspects, relevant for a systematic
analysis of Transylvanian historical residen-
tial gardens: general data on “owners, build-
ing stages, architectural style, contractors,”;
landscape (“main landforms, watercourses,
the presence of dominating elements”); site
(“location within the settlement, general
shape of the site, limit characteristics”); local
relief and the placement of major elements
(“site topography, location of the main ele-
ments on site: access area, the residence, the
park, other natural or built elements”); access
and the elements related to it (“access place-
ment — to the property and to the residence —
and the descriptions of the related elements”);
the manor house and its relationship with the
exterior design elements (“description of the
residence’s main volumes and the devices for
the connection with the exterior”); as well as
the actual landscape design (“composition,
placement of the vegetation, vegetation ele-
ments, pavement, ornamental objects, orna-
mental constructions”). For a detailed descrip-
tion of the methodology, see the first article
(MILEA 2012).



BETHLEN? raised in the 1670s (BIR() 1944,
30)%, following plans that he himself had
created, a manor house® placed stylistically
at the border between Renaissance and Ba-
roque (CHIRA, Sanmiclaus). Jézsef BIRO
reminds us that BETHLEN wanted know-
ingly to build for himself in Sanmiclaug
a pleasant secular home, in French style,
fenceless, not an austere fortified castle,
even if such an open building could have
seemed bizarre to his compatriots.®

The manor house’s configuration is
reminiscent of those in Cetatea de Balta
and Ozd, with a central square block, high-
lighted with towers at the corners. Com-
pared with these, BETHELN decreased the
size of two of the towers and introduced be-
tween them, on two levels, superposed log-
gias (CHIRA, Sanmiclaus) opening towards
the Tarnava Mica River. Although this was
revolutionary in the context of the local
construction of manor houses with closed
elevations, the elevation with loggias of the
residence in Sinmiclaus achieved no effect
in the time of its construction, its influ-
ence being felt only later.” Between 1686
and 1689, the castle receives a fortification
(CHIRA, Sanmiclaus).

In 1765, Baroque elements are added
to the building, for whose implementation
Franz SCHWEININGER was responsible:
shells carved in stone on the Renaissance
frames at ground floor level, decorations in
plaster under the upper floor’s windows,
a shell in the gable of the entrance to the
manor house, parapet balusters for the log-
gias (CHIRA, Sanmiclausg).

In 1856, the manor house passed into
the ownership of the BRUKENTHAL fam-
ily, who renovated the building, trans-
forming it into an agricultural school. In
1918 the estate passed in the property of
the state, and during the communist re-
gime, the manor house became part of the

3 Mikl6s BETHLEN (1642-1716). He studies
first at the colleges in Alba-Iulia and Cluj,
continuing “in the main cultural centres of the
European Protestant world, in Heidelberg (in
1661), Utrecht, and Leyden (in 1663)”. On a
political level, he fought “for the preservation
of the independence of Transylvania and the
rights of protestants in the Principality” (CHI-
RA, Sanmiclaus). In quotes, free translations
from Rumanian.

4 Between 1668 and 1683 (CHIRA, Sadnmiclaus).

5 Bethlen Manor House ensemble (AB-II-a-
A-00323) 17th-19th centuries: Bethlen Ma-
nor House (AB-II-m-A-00323.01) 1668-1673,
1682-1683; granary (AB-II-m-A-00323.02)
19th century; park (AB-II-m-A-00323.03) 19th
century (Lista Monumentelor Istorice 2004,
2010, 2015). Sanmiclaug/Sinmiclaus (RO),
Betlenszentmiklés/Szdszszentmikl6s/Oléh-
szentmikl6s/Szentmiklés (HU) (SZABO, Dic-
tionar).

6 “Bethlen mar tudatosan kastélyt, vilagias, fran-
cids, nyilt, kellemes otthont akart magénak épi-
teni Szentmikléson, nem zord, erdditett vérat,
még akkor is, ha ‘e nyilt épitésmod hazamfia-
inak, kik magokat épiileteikbe be szoktdk ke-
riteni s mintegy bezérni, egyelére kiilénosnek
tetszett...” (BIRO 1944, 17).

7 “A bethlenszentmikl6si nyilt loggia forradal-
mi lépés volt a zart homlokzatd helyi kastély-
épitésben; hatédsa azonban csak késébb, a gu-
bernium kordnak mitvészetében mutatkozott;
épitése idején, a XVII. szdzad hetvenes évei-
nek zavaros viszonyai k6zott teljesen hatésta-
lan maradt.” (BIRO 1944, 30).
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B Photo 1. The manor house seen from the access road to the village © Andreea MILEA, 2006

cd BETHLEN dorea cu buna stiinta sa-si construiasca la Sdnmiclaus un
camin laic placut, in stil francez, neimprejmuit, si nu o cetate fortificata
austerd, chiar daca o astfel de constructie deschisa ar fi putut sa para bi-
zard compatriotilor s&i.t

Configuratia castelului aminteste de cele de la Cetatea de Balta si Ozd,
cu corp central de plan patrat, avand colturile marcate cu turnuri. Fata de
acestea, BETHLEN micsoreaza dimensiunile a doua dintre turnuri si in-
troduce intre ele, pe doua caturi, logii suprapuse (CHIRA, Sdnmicldus), ori-
entate catre rAul Tarnava Mica. Desi revolutionara in contextul construc-
tiei locale de castele dotate cu fatade inchise, fatada cu logii a castelului
din Sdnmiclaug a rdmas lipsita de efect in epoca realizarii ei, influenta sa
ficandu-se simtita abia mai tarziu.” intre 1686-1689, castelul primeste o
fortificatie (CHIRA, Sanmiclaus).

In 1765, cladirii i se adauga elemente decorative baroce, de a caror exe-
cutie este responsabil Franz SCHWEININGER: scoici sculptate in piatra
la ancadramentele renascentiste de la parter, decoratiuni in tencuiald sub
ferestrele etajului, scoica in frontonul intrarii in castel, balugtri de parapet
pentru logii (CHIRA, Sdnmiclaus).

In 1856, domeniul trece in posesia familiei BRUKENTHAL, care re-
noveaza castelul, transformandu-1 in scoala agricola. in 1918, domeniul
devine proprietate a statului, iar in timpul regimului comunist castelul
devine parte a IAS-ului® Jidvei, similar castelului Bethlen-Haller din Ceta-
tea de Balta. In prezent, castelul se afld in proprietatea privata a unei com-
panii de producatoare de vinuri, nefiind utilizat (CHIRA, Sanmiclaus).

Peisaj (foto 1)

B Satul Sanmiclaus, apartindnd comunei Sona, este situat pe Dealurile
Tarnavei Mici, la valea rAului TArnava Mica, ale cdrui meandre se desfa-
soard, pe directia est-vest, la sud de agezare.

6 ,Bethlen mér tudatosan kastélyt, vilagias, francids, nyilt, kellemes otthont akart ma-
gdnak épiteni Szentmikl6son, nem zord, erdditett vérat, még akkor is, ha »e nyilt épi-
tésmod hazdmfiainak, kik magokat épiileteikbe be szoktak keriteni s mintegy bezérni,
egyeldre killonosnek tetszett...«” (BIRO 1944, 17).

7 A bethlenszentmikldsi nyilt loggia forradalmi lépés volt a zart homlokzatt helyi kas-
télyépitésben; hatasa azonban csak késébb, a gubernium koranak mtivészetében mutat-
kozott; épitése idején, a XVIL. szdzad hetvenes éveinek zavaros viszonyai kozott teljesen
hatastalan maradt.” (BIRO 1944, 30).

8 Intreprindere Agricola de Stat.
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B Fig. 1. Reprezentare schematicd a satului SGnmicldus, cu marcarea suprafetei aproximative, actuale, a parcului castelului Bethlen (scala graficd reprezentatd

este estimativd) © Andreea MILEA

W Figure 1. Schematic representation of Sanmicldus Village, highlighting the current, approximate surface of the Bethlen Manor House Park (the represented

graphic scale is estimative) © Andreea MILEA

Amplasament (fig. 1)

B Satul Sanmiclaus se dezvoltd cvasi-linear pe directia est-vest, oare-
cum in paralel cu mersul general al Tarnavei Mici in aceasta zona. Fata
de partea centrala a satului — loc de intdlnire a drumurilor venind din
diverse directii —, partea estica a satului este cea definita predominant
prin linearitate. Amplasamentul castelului Bethlen se afla pe la juma-
tatea acestei desfagurari lineare, fixat intre drumul satului gi una din
meandrele rdului TArnava Mica, acesta apropiindu-se cel mai mult de sat
in acest loc. Forma amplasamentului este neregulata (foto 2), incepand
din drumul satului cu spatiul linear al aleii de acces si continudnd cu
suprafata cvasi-rectangulara care cuprinde castelul si urmele parcului;
limitele nordica, estica si vestica ale amplasamentului sunt fragmentate,
iar sinuozitatea limitei sudice este dictatd de parcursul Tarnavei Mici.
Amplasamentul se invecineaza la nord cu drumul satului, dincolo de
care se afla proprietati construite si gradini; la vest cu proprietati con-
struite si gradini; la est cu echipamente agricole si teren neamenajat pe
tarmul Tarnavei Mici; iar la sud cu Tarnava Mica, dincolo de care se
intinde o padurice.

Structura actuala a satului este recognoscibila in hartile istorice, pre-
zentdndu-se, dupa cum e de asteptat, intr-o forma mai restransa.

Astfel, in prima ridicare topograficd militara a Imperiului Habsburgic
(1763-1787) (fig. 2) amplasamentul castelului pare sa fie foarte aproape
de limita estica a satului, depasind oricum zona micilor parcele reziden-
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Jidvei IAS®, much like the Bethlen-Haller
Manor House in Cetatea de Balta. Current-
ly, the building is in the private ownership
of a wine-producing company, not being
used (CHIRA, Sanmiclaus).

Landscape (Photo 1)

B Sanmiclaus Village, being under the ad-
ministration of Sona Commune, is located
on the Hills of Tarnava Mica, in the valley
of the TArnava Mica River, whose meanders
unfold on an east-west direction, south of
the settlement.

Placement (Figure 1)

B Sanmiclaug Village unfolds almost lin-
early on an east-west direction, somewhat
parallel with the general course of the Tar-
nava Mica River in this area. Compared
to the central part of the village — meeting
point for the roads coming from different
directions —, the eastern side of the village
is the one defined mostly by linearity. The
site of the Bethlen Manor House is around

8 Intreprindere Agricola de Stat — State
Agricultural Enterprise. [transl. note]
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B Foto 2. Ortofotografia satului SGnmicldus (2016). Conturul alb reprezintd amplasamentul ansamblului castelului Bethlen (insemndrile grafice si textuale sunt
addugate de cdtre autoare, scala graficd reprezentatd este estimativd) © 2016 GoogleEarth, CNES/Astrium, Andreea MILEA

B Photo 2. Sanmicldus Village orthophoto (2016). The white contour represents the site of the Bethlen Manor House ensemble (the graphic and textual notes are
added by the author, the represented graphic scale is estimative) © 2016 GoogleEarth, CNES/Astrium, Andreea MILEA

the half of this linear development, estab-
lished between the village road and one of
the Tarnava Mica River’s meanders, which
is closest to the village in this particular
area. The shape of the site is irregular
(Photo 2), starting from the village road
with the linear space of the access alley
and continuing with the quasi-rectangu-
lar surface that contains the manor house
and the traces of the park; the northern,
eastern, and western limits of the site
are fragmented, and the tortuous south-
ern limit is dictated by the course of the
Tarnava Micd River. The site is bordered
to the north by the village road, beyond
which there are properties with buildings
and gardens; to the west by properties
with buildings and gardens; to the east
by agricultural equipment and an unde-
veloped land on the banks of the Tarnava
Mica River; and to the south by Tarnava
Micad, beyond which lies a grove.

The current structure of the village is
recognisable in the historical maps, be-
ing represented, as expected, in a reduced
shape.

Thus, in the 1t Military Survey of the
Habsburg Empire (1763-1787) (Figure 2)
the site of the manor house seems to be
very close to the eastern edge of the vil-
lage, in any case beyond the area of the

tiale. Castelul apare ca fiind imprejmuit de o incintd circulara. La nord
de incinta se desfagsoara drumul satului, asimilabil cu cel actual. La vest
si la sud de incinta apare un drum secundar, neidentificabil in prezent,
dincolo de care se desfasoara doar Tarnava Mica si suprafetele (nu prea
mari) impadurite. La est, pe o mare suprafata rectangulara, este repre-
zentata o gradina, probabil cu caracter utilitar — gradina de legume sau
livada, dupa cum ne face sa credem tipul de reprezentare, similar repre-
zentarii gradinilor caselor din sat. Remarcam totodata parcursul Tarna-
vei Mici, diferit in aceasta prima harta militara fata de cel reprezentat in
urmatoarele cartari.

In cea de-a doua ridicare topografica militara a Imperiului Austriac
(1806-1869) (fig. 3), satul se extinde spre est, nu foarte mult, iar dispune-
rile incep sa se asemene situatiei actuale. Incinta castelului dispare, dar
apare reprezentat taluzul care coboara la nivelul Tarnavei Mici, al carei
parcurs, de data aceasta, este asemanator celui actual. in dreptul castelu-
lui, taluzul este configurat circular, posibila reminiscentd a pozitiei fos-
tei incinte. Drumul de acces spre castel este de data aceasta clar marcat,
printr-o alee dreapta, pornind din drumul satului, asemanator situatiei
actuale. Daca spre nord amplasamentul castelului este clar delimitat de
parcelele invecinate si de drumul satului, iar spre sud de raul Tarnava
Mica, spre vest gi est limitele amplasamentului sunt neclare.

In ceea ce priveste amplasamentul, cea de-a treia ridicare topografica
militara a Austro-Ungariei (1869-1887) (fig. 4) si cartarea Regatului Ma-
ghiar (1869-1887) (fig. 5) nu prezinta modificari majore fata de situatia
descrisa anterior.
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Relief local si dispunerea elementelor majore

B intre partea nordica a amplasamentului — din drumul satului, care asi-
gurd accesul pe sit — si partea sa sudica — la Tarnava Mica —, terenul coboa-
rd circa 10 m,° cu o pantd mai lind de-a lungul aleii de acces si in dreptul
castelului, respectiv cu o panta mai pronuntata de la castel pana la rau.
Cu exceptia primei ridicari topografice militare a Imperiului Habsbur-
gic (fig. 2), care nu prezintd in aceasta zona formatiuni minore de relief,
cartarile istorice — a doua si a treia ridicare topografica militara, precum
si cartarea Regatului Maghiar (fig. 3-5) — sugereaza un relief local asema-
nator celui actual, semnaland prezenta taluzului care coboara la Tarnava
Mica, chiar daca forma lui difera de la o harta la alta: circular in dreptul
castelului, incadrdndu-1 partial, in cea de-a doua ridicare topografica mili-
tara a Imperiului Austriac; linear gi in apropierea raului, la vest de castel,

9 Conform masuratorilor aproximate cu ajutorul instrumentelor GoogleEarth pe vederea
aeriana a sitului.

small residential plots. The manor house
appears to be surrounded by a circular
enclosure. The village road, assimilable
to the current one, unfolds north of the
enclosure. A secondary road, unidentifi-
able at present, appears to the west and
south of the enclosure, beyond which only
the Tarnava Mica River and the (not very
large) wooded areas are found. To the east,
a large rectangular surface represents a
garden — probably utilitarian in nature —
vegetable garden or orchard, as we believe
based on the representation style, similar
to the one used for the gardens of the vil-
lage houses. We also note the course of the
Tarnava Mica River, different in this 1%
military survey from the one represented
in the subsequent mappings.

In the 2™ Military Survey of the Aus-
trian Empire (1806-1869) (Figure 3), the
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B Fig. 2. Reprezentarea satului Sanmicldus (Bethlen SzenteMiklos) in prima ridicare topografica militara a Imperiului Habsburgic (1763-1787). Zona
amplasamentului studiat este reprezentatd (de cdtre autoare) cu linie albd © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft., 2016

W Fig. 3. Reprezentarea satului Sanmicldus (Bethlen Sz.Miklés sau Sin Miclausiu) in cea de-a doua ridicare topografica militard a Imperiului Austriac (1806-1869).
Zona amplasamentului studiat este reprezentatd (de cdtre autoare) cu linie albd © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft.,, 2016

B Fig. 4. Reprezentarea satului Sanmicldus (Bethlen Szt.Miklés sau Sin Miclausiu) in cea de-a treia ridicare topograficd militard a Austro-Ungariei (1869-1887).
Zona amplasamentului studiat este reprezentatd (de cdtre autoare) cu linie albd © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft.,, 2016

M Fig. 5. Reprezentarea satului Sanmicldaus (Bethlen Szt.Miklds) in cartarea Regatului Maghiar (1869-1887). Zona amplasamentului studiat este reprezentata (de

cdtre autoare) cu linie albé © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft,, 2016

W Figure 2. Representation of Sanmicldus Village (Bethlen SzenteMiklos) in the 1 Military Survey of the Habsburg Empire (1763-1787). The studied site is

represented (by the author) with a white line © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft., 2016

W Figure 3. Representation of Sanmicldus Village (Bethlen Sz.Mikl6s or Sin Miclausiu) in the 2" Military Survey of the Austrian Empire (1806-1869). The studied
site is represented (by the author) with a white line © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft.,, 2016
W Figure 4. Representation of Sanmiclaus Village (Bethlen Szt.Miklés sau Sin Miclausiu) in the 3 Military Survey of Austro-Hungary (1869-1887). The studied site

is represented (by the author) with a white line © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft., 2016

W Figure 5. Representation of Sanmicldus Village (Bethlen Szt.Miklds) in the Mapping of the Kingdom of Hungary (1869-1887). The studied site is represented (by

the author) with a white line © Osterreichisches Staatsarchiv, Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft.,, 2016
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M Fig. 6. Dispunerea elementelor majore ale ansamblului castelului Bethlen: 1 — acces din drumul satului, 2 — aleea de acces la castel, 3 — rondou plantat, de
intoarcere a vehiculelor in dreptul intrdrii castelului, 4 - castelul Bethlen, 5 - fatada sudicd, a logiilor suprapuse, 6 — balcon pe fatada esticd, 7 - taluz coborand
la nivelul Tarnavei Mici, 8 - constructie anexd, 9 - granarul de secol XIX, 10 - parcul de odinioard (reconstituirea autoarei, suprapusd unei ortofotografii:
GoogleEarth 2016; scala graficd reprezentata este estimativd) © Andreea MILEA

M Figure 6. Placement of the major elements of the Bethlen Manor House ensemble: 1 — access from the village road, 2 — access alley to the manor house,

3 - planted round lawn, allowing the vehicles to turn in front of the manor house’s entrance, 4 — Bethlen Manor House, 5 — southern elevation, with the
superposed loggias, 6 - balcony on the eastern elevation, 7 - embankment descending to the level of the Tdrnava Mica River, 8 - outbuilding, 9 — 19" century
granary, 10 — former park (reconstruction of the author, superimposed over an orthophoto: GoogleEarth 2016; the represented graphic scale is estimative)

© Andreea MILEA

village extends eastward, although not to
a great extent, and the layouts begin to re-
semble the current situation. The manor
house’s enclosure disappears, but the em-
bankment that descends to the level of the
Tarnava Mica River is shown, the river
having now a course that resembles the
current one. Next to the manor house, the
embankment has a circular outline, a possi-
ble reminiscence of the position of the for-
mer enclosure. This time the access road to
the manor house is clearly highlighted by a
straight alley, starting from the village road,
similarly to the current situation. If to the
north, the site of the manor house is clearly
limited by the surrounding plots and by the
village road, while to the south by the Tar-
nava Mica River, to the west and east the
site’s limits are unclear.

Regarding the site, the 3™ Military Sur-
vey of Austro-Hungary (1869-1887) (Fig-
ure 4) and the Mapping of the Kingdom
of Hungary (1869-1887) (Figure 5) do not
show major alterations from the situation
described above.

respectiv linear si indepartat de rdu, la est de castel, in cea de-a treia ridi-
care topografica militara a Austro-Ungariei; cvasi-rectangular, incadrand
castelul, in cartarea Regatului Maghiar.

in prezent, de la accesul pe amplasament, din drumul satului, se suc-
ced (fig. 6): aleea de acces la castel, un rondou plantat asigurdnd intoar-
cerea vehiculelor in dreptul intrarii in castel, castelul si taluzul coborand
la nivelul Tarnavei Mici. La est de aleea de acces, printre alte constructii
utilitare, se inalta cladirea granarului de secol XIX. in apropierea coltului
sud-vestic al castelului se afla o constructie de dimensiuni mici, aparent
de factura contemporana, alaturi de care a fost amenajata o terasa beto-
nata. Cele pe care le putem considera la ora actuala drept urme mai con-
sistente ale parcului castelului se desfasoara la sud si est de castel, zona
dominatd vizual de valea Tarnavei Mici.

Prin comparatie cu situatia actuala, prima ridicare topografica militara
a Imperiului Habsburgic (fig. 2) prezinta, ca elemente majore ale ampla-
samentului, castelul si incinta sa circulara (in incintd se mai observa trei
constructii mici, probabil anexe), iar cartarile istorice ulterioare — a doua
si a treia ridicare topografica militara, respectiv cartarea Regatului Ma-
ghiar (fig. 3-5) — prezintd consecvent succesiunea alee de acces, castel,
taluz, rdu, in forme asemanatoare celei actuale, pe 14nga care, in fiecare
reprezentare pot fi urmarite si alte contructii, aparent mici, ale caror dis-
puneri variaza de la o harta la alta.
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Amenajarile de acces

B Accesul la castel este asigurat de o alee care porneste din drumul sa-
tului si, perpendiculara pe acesta, se desfagsoara pe un traseu rectiliniu,
suprapus axului de simetrie al volumului castelului, respectiv al fatadei
nordice a acestuia, in dreptul careia se opreste (fig. 6). Cu exceptia primei
ridicari topografice militare a Imperiului Habsburgic (1763-1787) (fig. 2) -
in care castelul apare a fi fost inconjurat de o incinta circulara, iar amena-
jarile de acces la castel nu se disting — aceasta alee dreapta de acces apare
in toate cartarile de care dispunem: cea de-a doua gi cea de-a treia ridicare
topografica militard (1806-1869, respectiv 1869-1887), precum si cartarea
Regatului Maghiar (1869-1887) (fig. 3-5).

In prezent (fig. 6), un prim segment al aleii de acces se caracterizeaza
prin plantari sporadice si legaturi spre parcelele vecine. Segmentul me-
dian se caracterizeaza prin plantdri mai consecvente, in aliniament, pe
ambele parti ale aleii. in apropierea castelului, aleea de acces se bifurca,
inconjurdnd un rondou amenajat si permitand astfel intoarcerea vehicule-
lor in dreptul intrarii de pe fatada nordica a castelului.

Prezenta rondoului o remarcam si intr-o fotografie de epoca, dar cu
o amenajare diferitd fatd de cea actuala. Astfel, la sfargitul secolului al
XIX-lea, inceputul secolului al XX-lea (foto 3), conturul rondoului era
subliniat printr-un gard viu scund (posibil de aproximat la circa 1 m).*
Suprafata relativ mare a rondoului, pastrata astfel si in prezent, pare sa fi
fost exploatata prin amenajarea unei alei circulare interioare. Doua punc-
te de intrare in spatiul rondoului erau prevazute diametral opus, pe axul
amenajarii, prin intreruperea gardului viu. in prim planul imaginii ob-
servam ca cel putin una din aceste intrari era marcata prin dispunerea
simetrica, de o parte si de cealalta a intrarii, a cate unei banci scunde, fara
spatar, din piatra. Putem aprecia vizual ca latimea unei astfel de intrari

10 Buxusul, lemnul cainesc, ca specii folosite local in mod uzual in gardurile vii tunse
geometric, l-ar fi putut alcatui si pe acesta.

Local relief and the placement
of major elements

B Between the northern side of the site —
from the village road that ensures access
to the site — and its southern side - to the
Tarnava Mica River —, the land descends
approximately by 10 m,® with a more gen-
tle slope along the access alley and next to
the manor house, respectively with a more
pronounced slope from the manor house
towards the river.

With the exception of the 1% Military
Survey of the Habsburg Empire (Figure
2), which does not show minor landforms
in this area, the historical mappings — the
2n and 3™ Military Surveys, as well as the
Mapping of the Kingdom of Hungary (Fig-
ures 3-5) — suggest a local relief resembling
the present one, signalling the presence of
the embankment descending to the Tar-
nava Mica River, even if its shape differs
from one map to another: circular near the
manor house, partially framing it, in the
224 Military Survey of the Austrian Em-
pire; linear and close to the river, west of
the manor house, respectively linear and
far from the river, east of the manor house,
in the 3" Military Survey of Austro-Hun-
gary; quasi-rectangular, framing the manor
house, in the Mapping of the Kingdom of
Hungary.

9 According to the approximate measurements
with GoogleEarth tools on the aerial view of
the site.

B Foto 3. Fotografie de la sfdrsitul secolului al XIX-lea, inceputul secolului al XX-lea, prezentdnd latura nordica a castelului si, in prim plan, amenajarea rondoului

cu care aleea de acces la castel se finaliza © Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft., 2003

B Foto 4. Fotografie de la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea, inceputul secolului al XX-lea, prezentand latura sudicd, orientatd spre Tarnava Micd, a castelului si

amenajdrile parcului in vecindtatea acesteia © Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft.,, 2003

B Photo 3. Photo from the end of the 19 century, beginning of the 20 century, showing the northern side of the manor house and, in the foreground, the design

of the round lawn with which the access alley ended © Arcanum Adatbadzis Kft., 2003

B Photo 4. Photo from the end of the 19 century, beginning of the 20 century, showing the southern side of the manor house, oriented towards the Tarnava

Micd River, and the landscaping elements near it © Arcanum Adatbdzis Kft., 2003
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Currently, from the access to the site,
from the village road, the following can be
found (Figure 6): the alley of access to the
manor house, a planted round lawn ensur-
ing the turning of the vehicles in front of the
manor house’s entrance, the residence and
the embankment descending to the Tarnava
Mica River. The 19" century granary is found
to the east of the access alley, amongst other
utilitarian buildings. Near the south-western
corner of the manor house there is a small
building, contemporary in appearance, next
to which a concrete terrace was placed. The
elements that we can currently consider as
more consistent traces of the manor house
park are found to the south and east of the
residence, an area visually dominated by the
Tarnava Mica River Valley.

In comparison with the current situa-
tion, the 1** Military Survey of the Habs-
burg Empire (Figure 2) presents, as major
elements of the site, the manor house and
its circular enclosure (within the enclo-
sure we notice three small constructions,
probably outbuildings), and the subse-
quent historical mappings — the 24 and 3¢
Military Surveys, respectively the Map-
ping of the Kingdom of Hungary (Figures
3-5) — consistently present the sequence of
access, residence, embankment, and river,
in shapes resembling the current one, be-
sides which, in each representation other
buildings can also be seen, apparently
with small dimensions, the placements of
which vary from one map to another.

Access elements

B The access to the manor house is ensured
by an alley that starts from the village road
and, perpendicular to it, unfolds on a recti-
linear course, superposed on the symmetry
axis of the manor house’s volume, respec-
tively of its northern elevation, in front of
which it stops (Figure 6). With the exception
of the 1° Military Survey of the Habsburg
Empire (1763-1787) (Figure 2) — in which
the manor house appears to have been sur-
rounded by a circular enclosure and the ac-
cess elements are not distinguishable — this
straight access alley appears in all available
mappings: the 2™ and 3 Military Surveys
(1806-1869, respectively 1869-1887), as
well as in the Mapping of the Kingdom of
Hungary (1869-1887) (Figures 3-5).

Currently (Figure 6), a first segment of
the access alley is characterised by sparse
plantings and connections to the neigh-
bouring plots. The median segment is char-
acterised by more consistent plantings, in
line, on both sides of the alley. Near the
manor house, the access alley splits, sur-
rounding a landscaped round lawn and al-
lowing thus for the turning of vehicles in
front of the entrance found on the manor
house’s northern elevation.

The presence of the round lawn is also
noticeable in a period photograph, but with
a landscaping different from the current
one. Thus, at the end of the 19" and begin-
ning of the 20" century (Photo 3), the round
lawn’s contour was highlighted by a short
hedge (with a height possibly to approxi-
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B Foto 5. llustratd de la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea, inceputul secolului al XX-lea, infdtisand logia de
la etajul laturii sudice a castelului, cu perspectiva deschizandu-se amplu asupra vdii Tarnavei Mici ©
Monumente Uitate

W Foto 6. llustratd de la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea, inceputul secolului al XX-lea, infatisand castelul
si parcul privite de pe tdrmul Tarnavei Mici © Biblioteca Centrala Universitard Lucian Blaga,
Cluj-Napoca

B Photo 5. Postcard from the end of the 19* century, beginning of the 20" century, showing the loggia
from the upper floor of the manor house’s southern side, with the view opening on the Tarnava Micd
Valley © Monumente Uitate

M Photo 6. Postcard from the end of the 19" century, beginning of the 20" century, showing the
manor house and the park seen from the banks of the Tarnava Mica River © Biblioteca Centrald
Universitard Lucian Blaga, Cluj-Napoca

in rondou era de circa 1,20+ 1,50 m, prin urmare era destinata pietonilor.
Aleea circulara interioara inconjura la rfindul ei un mic rondou, amenajat
ornamental cu specii de inaltime mica. Pe langa acesta, de asemenea in
interior, mai putem observa doi brazi, agezati diametral opus, pe o directie
perpendiculara pe axul amenajarii. Aleea de acces pare sd fie prunduita
si ugor indltatd de la nivelul straturilor vegetale, agsa incat apa de ploaie
sd poata fi indepartata cu usurinta de pe suprafata de calcare. Remarcam
in aceasta imagine expunerea fatadei nordice a castelului ca si capat de
perspectiva a aleii de acces; vegetatia inalta, arborescentd, se desfagoara
doar din dreptul turnurilor de colt ale castelului.

Degi existent, in prezent, rondoul prezintd o amenajare mai putin ela-
borata si totodatd mai putin relevanta pentru buna perceptie a castelului
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de-a lungul traseului de acces (foto 7, 12). Practic, vegetatia inalta care il
populeaza ascunde aproape in intregime fatada nordica a castelului, care
in loc sa fie capat de perspectiva si perceputa frontal, este descoperita abia
de pe una din bifurcatiile aleii de acces, din lateral. Capatul de perspecti-
va de-a lungul aleii de acces il constituie, de data aceasta, vegetatia insasi
a rondoului. Amenajarea acestuia s-a simplificat: doua siruri concentrice
de tuia si aleea pietonala axiala sunt cele care o definesc. Totusi, in aceasta
formuld, intrarea in rondou pare a-gi fi pierdut din sens, intrucat doar tra-
versarea e posibila, restul spatiului neavind o configuratie care s indem-
ne la parcurgere sau sedere. Aleea de acces, din drumul satului si pana la
castel, este pavatd la ora actuala cu dale mari de beton.

Intrarea in castel este amenajata in axul fatadei nordice. Accesul in
turnul coltului nord-estic pare sa provina din modificarea unei foste feres-
tre, forma ancadramentului acesteia fiind inca lizibila. In prezent, fatada
vestica adaposteste de asemenea intrari secundare la nivelul parterului.

Castelul si relatia lui cu amenajarile exterioare

B Atat prima cét si cea de-a doua ridicare topografica militara (1763-1787,
respectiv 1806-1869) (fig. 2-3) prezinta castelul prin planul sdu cvasi-pa-
trat, al carui centru este decupat,!* i ale carui patru colturi sunt marcate
proeminent. In timp ce prima ridicare topografica militara prezinta si o in-
cinta circulara inconjuridnd castelul si separdndu-l astfel de teritoriul din
jur, in cea de-a doua harta militara incinta mentionata dispare, creandu-se
astfel premisele unei relationari intre castel si vecinatati.

Cea de-a treia ridicare topografica militara a Austro-Ungariei, la fel ca
si cartarea Regatului Maghiar (ambele din anii 1869-1887) (fig. 4-5), pre-
zinta in mod exceptional®? castelul sub forma unei elevatii simbolice. Prin
schematismul lor, niciuna din aceste elevatii nu poate avea pretentia de a
sugera ceva din realitatea tridimensionala a castelului.

11 Desi o astfel de reprezentare ne-ar putea indemna sa credem ca a fost vorba de o curte
interioara, dimensiunile mici ale constructiei nu prea ar fi permis de fapt existenta unei
astfel de curti.

12 Fata de celelalte constructii din asezare, reprezentate cu amprenta lor planimetrica.

B Foto 7. Zona de intrare in castel, vizutd de pe aleea de acces, dupd inconjurarea rondoului plantat
© Andreea MILEA, 2006

B Photo 7. Area of access to the manor house, seen from the access alley, after passing the planted
round lawn © Andreea MILEA, 2006
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mate at 1 m).'° The relatively large area of
the round lawn, preserved to the present,
seems to have been utilised by designing an
interior circular alley. Two entry points to the
round lawn area were placed diametrically
opposite, on the landscaping’s axis, by dis-
continuities in the hedge. We notice in the
image’s foreground that at least one of these
entrances was marked by the symmetrical
placement, on both sides of the entrance, of
short stone benches without backrests. We
may appreciate visually that the width of
such an entrance to the round lawn was of
approximately 1.20+1.50 m, therefore used
by pedestrians. The interior circular alley sur-
rounded in its turn a small round lawn, orna-
mentally designed with short plant species.
Besides them, also on the inside, we notice
two fir trees, set diametrically opposite, on a
direction perpendicular to the landscaping’s
axis. The access alley seems to be gravelled
and slightly raised from the level of the veg-
etation beds, so that rainwater could be easily
removed from the stepping surface. We notice
in this image the exposure of the northern el-
evation as a perspective end of the access al-
ley; tall vegetation is found only starting with
the manor house’s corner towers.

Although still existing at present, the
round lawn has a less elaborate design,
which is also less relevant for the proper per-
ception of the manor house along the access
alley (Photos 7 and 12). Practically, the tall
vegetation that populates it hides the manor
house’s northern elevation almost entirely,
which, instead of being a perspective end
and perceived frontally, is discovered only
from one of the bifurcations of the access al-
ley, from the side. The perspective end along
the alley consists of, this time, the round
lawn’s vegetation itself. Its design is also
simplified, being defined by two concentric
rows of thuja and the axial walkway. Still, in
this formula, the entrance to the round lawn
seems to have lost its purpose, since only
crossing it is possible, the rest of the space
being without a configuration that would
urge to walk or sit. The access alley from the
village road down to the manor house is cur-
rently paved with large concrete slabs.

The entrance to the manor house is
placed in the axis of the northern elevation.
The entrance to the north-eastern corner
tower seems to have been created by the
alteration of a former window, as the shape
of its frame is still legible. Currently, the
western elevation also houses secondary
entrances at ground floor level.

The manor house and its relation-
ship with the landscape design

m Both the 1* and 2 Military Surveys (1763-
1787, respectively 1806-1869) (Figures 2 and
3) show the manor house through its quasi-rec-
tangular layout, with a cropped centre!* and

10 Buxus or privet, as species used locally for
the creation of geometrically trimmed hedges,
could have also been used for this one.

11 Although such a representation could lead us
to believe it was an inner courtyard, the small
dimensions of the building would not have
permitted the existence of such a courtyard.



with the four corners prominently marked.
While the 1 Military Survey also shows
a round enclosure surrounding the manor
house and thus separating it from the sur-
rounding terrain, in the 2™ Military Survey
the mentioned enclosure disappears, thus
creating the premises for a relationship be-
tween the residence and its vicinity.

The 3™ Military Survey of Austro-Hun-
gary, as well as the Mapping of the King-
dom of Hungary (both from 1869-1887)
(Figures 4 and 5), show, exceptionally,
the manor house as a symbolic elevation.
By their schematic character, none of these
elevations can be expected to suggest any-
thing of the three-dimensional reality.

As seen in photographs and postcards
from the end of the 19" and beginning of
the 20" century, and as seen today (Photos
3, 6-8), the manor house is formed of base-
ment, ground and upper floors, with a lay-
out derived from a square, on whose north-
western and north-eastern corners towers
are attached, both also having square lay-
outs, and with the volume of the super-
posed loggias on the southern side, jutting
out on the western and eastern sides.

The two superposed loggias, extremely
large, constitute the manor house’s most
spectacular device by which it relates with
the surroundings. If by the manor house’s
dominant position, at the lip of the bank of
Tarnava Mica River, the conditions for a pref-
erential orientation of the perspective on the
river and its valley is already created, the cre-
ation of the loggias provides definitely spaces
from where the landscape can be admired,
but which allow nevertheless, in parallel, the
carrying out of domestic activities. As a post-
card from the end of the 19" or the begin-
ning of the 20" century shows (Photo 5), the
upper floor loggia was furnished, having the
appearance of an exterior living room.

A secondary device for the relationship
with the exterior is found on the eastern el-
evation, as a small covered balcony, opening
on the planted lawn in front of it (Photo 11).
The small dimensions of the balcony suggest
that it might have been used as a secluded
place, possibly for the observation of the
park by a person, at most two.

There are no other devices for the rela-
tionship of the manor house with the exterior.

Landscape design™

H None of the available historical surveys
show concrete landscape design elements
of the land belonging to the castle.

12 Compared with the other buildings of the sett-
lement, represented with their plan contour.

13 Taking into account the specifics of landscape
architecture and of the elements with which it
works, for the study of historical park landsca-
ping we consider the following aspects to be
of interest: the style of the park’s landscaping;
the delimitation of the areas with different
characters; the compositional principles of the
design; the placement of circulation routes,
their hierarchy, and the treatment of the step-
ping surfaces; the placement of the vegetation,
the height of the specimens and species used;
the presence of ornamental buildings, of orna-
mental objects, and of outdoor furniture.
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B Foto 8. Fatada sudicd a castelului, cu cele doud logii suprapuse, privitd de pe tarmul Tarnavei Mici
© Andreea MILEA, 2006

M Photo 8. The southern elevation of the manor house, with the two superposed loggias, seen from
the banks of the Tdrnava Micd River © Andreea MILEA, 2006

Asa cum apare in fotografii gi ilustrate de la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea,
inceputul secolului al XX-lea, si asa cum il vedem astazi (foto 3, 6-8),
castelul se desfagoara pe subsol, parter gi etaj, cu un plan derivat dintr-un
patrat, pe ale carui colturi nord-vestic si nord-estic este atagat cite un turn
cu plan de asemenea patrat, si pe a carui latura sudica este atagat volumul
logiilor suprapuse, iesind in rezalit pe laturile vestica si estica.

Cele doua logii suprapuse, extrem de ample, constituie dispozitivul cel
mai spectaculos de relationare a castelului cu anturajul. Daca prin pozitia
dominanta a castelului, la buza tarmului Tarnavei Mici, sunt create deja
conditiile unei orientari preferentiale a perspectivei catre rdu si valea sa,
crearea logiilor pune in mod concret la dispozitie spatii din care peisajul
sd poate fi admirat, dar care sa permita, totusi, desfagurarea in paralel a
activitatilor domestice. Aga cum o ilustrata de la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-lea,
inceputul secolului al XX-lea o arata (foto 5), logia catului superior era
mobilata, avand aspectul unei camere de zi exterioare.

Un dispozitiv secundar de relationare cu exteriorul gasim pe fatada
estica, sub forma unui mic balcon acoperit, orientat spre peluza plantata
din dreptul sau (foto 11). Dimensiunile mici ale balconului sugereaza ca
el ar fi putut fi folosit ca un loc retras, de posibila observare a parcului, de
catre o persoana, cel mult doua.

Alte dispozitive deosebite de relalionare cu exteriorul nu sunt prevazute.

Amenajarea exterioara”

B Niciuna din cartarile istorice de care dispunem nu prezinta amenajari
exterioare concrete pe terenul aferent castelului.

13 Luand in considerare specificul arhitecturii peisagere gi a elementelor cu care ea lu-
creazd, pentru studiul amenajarilor parcurilor istorice consideram ca sunt de interes
urmatoarele aspecte: stilul amenajarii parcului; delimitarea zonelor cu caracter diferit;
pricipiile compozitionale la care s-a recurs in amenajare; dispunerea traseelor de circu-
latie, ierarhia acestora gi tratarea suprafetei de cdlcare; dispunerea vegetatiei, indltimea
exemplarelor vegetale si speciile intrebuintate; prezenta constructiilor ornamentale, a

obiectelor ornamentale si a mobilierului de parc.
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B Foto 9. Valea Tarnavei Mici, privitd din dreptul fatadei sudice a castelului; pe tdrmul opus, inspre
sud, se desfdsoard o pddurice © Andreea MILEA, 2006

M Photo 9. Tarnava Micd River Valley, seen from the area in front of the southern elevation of the
manor house; on the opposite bank, to the south, there is a grove © Andreea MILEA, 2006

Incinta circulard reprezentata in prima ridicare topograficd militara
a Imperiului Habsburgic (fig. 2) cuprinde, alaturi de cladirea castelului,
inca trei constructii mici, probabil anexe. Spatiul dintre constructii nu
este diferentiat grafic. In ceea ce priveste amenajarea exterioard, pe cea
de-a doua si cea de-a treia ridicare topografica militara, precum si pe car-
tarea Regatului Maghiar (fig. 3-5) figureaza doar taluzul care coboara la
Tarnava Mica, taluz a carui configuratie a fost descrisa mai pe larg in Reli-
ef local si dispunerea elementelor majore. Oricum, acest taluz, chiar daca
ajustat, provine din alcatuirea naturald a tarmului raului.

Fotografii si ilustrate de la sfarsitul secolului al XIX-ea, inceputul se-
colului al XX-lea ne prezinta aspecte de amenajare formala ale unui parc
de factura mixta,'* cu dispuneri geometrice, controlate, in definirea zonei
nordice de acces, respectiv cu dispuneri libere pentru suprafetele desfa-
surate la sud si est de castel, cu o buna orientare spre Tarnava Mica gi in
directa legatura cu aceasta.

Astfel, o prima fotografie de epoca® (foto 3) prezinta amenajarea zonei
nordice, de acces la castel, deja detaliata la Amenajarile de acces. Rea-
mintim existenta unui ax compozitional de simetrie, atat al volumului
castelului si desenului fatadelor nordica si sudica, cat si al amenajarilor
exterioare in aceastd zona, amenajari cu caracter geometric, cele libere
desfasurdndu-se la vest si la est, din dreptul turnurilor de colt ale caste-
lului.

O a doua fotografie de epoca (foto 4) surprinde zona imediat invecina-
ta fatadei sudice a castelului. O alee de pamént pare sa fie condusa de-a
lungul acestei fatade, dar si inspre Tarnava Mica. Se observa de asemenea
existenta unei urne, posibil de piatrd, de dimensiuni relativ mari, pentru
plante ornamentale, dar si o piesd de dimensiuni mai mici, asemanatoare
unui scaun de gradina. intrucat aceste obiecte de mobilare nu se afla in
pozitii semnificative pentru compozitia amenajarii exterioare, ci mai de-
graba in pozitii comune, putem presupune ca nu reprezentau piese unicat
si ca astfel de obiecte s-ar mai fi putut regasi in cadrul amenajarii. Tufiguri

14 Pentru descrierea cuprinzatoare a caracteristicilor stilului mixt de amenajare peisagisti-
cd, a se vedea publicatia lui Ana-Felicia ILIESCU (2003, 64).

15 Fara a putea stabili o succesiune cronologica a fotografiilor si ilustratelor de epoca
prezentate, ordinea expunerii lor urmareste mai degraba succesiunea logica a
parcurgerii spatiului.
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The circular enclosure shown in the
1t Military Survey of the Habsburg Empire
(Figure 2) encircles, along with the manor
house, other three small buildings, prob-
ably outbuildings. The space between them
is not differentiated graphically. Regarding
landscaping, the 2* and 3™ Military Sur-
veys, as well as the Mapping of the King-
dom of Hungary (Figures 3-5) only show
the embankment descending to the TArnava
Mica River, the configuration of which was
described more fully in Local relief and the
placement of major elements. In any case,
this embankment, even if landscaped,
comes from the natural formation of the
riverbank.

Photographs and postcards from the
end of the 19" and beginning of the 20%
century show landscaping aspects belong-
ing to a mixed style park', with geometric,
controlled placements in the definition of
the northern access area, respectively with
free placements for the areas to the south
and east of the manor house, with a good
orientation toward the Tarnava Mica River
and directly connected to it.

Thus, a first period photograph®
(Photo 3) shows the landscaping of the
northern area, of the access to the manor
house, already detailed in Access elements.
We remind of the presence of a composi-
tional symmetry axis, regarding the manor
house’s volume, as well as the northern
and southern elevations, but also of the
landscaping elements found in this area,
with a geometric style, the free ones un-
folding to the west and east, in front of the
manor house’s corner towers.

A second period photograph (Photo 4) il-
lustrates the area next to the manor house’s
southern elevation. An earth alley seems to
lead along the elevation, but also toward
the Tarnava Mica River. A relatively large
urn, possibly made of stone, for ornamen-
tal plants can also be observed, but also a
smaller piece, resembling a garden chair.
As these objects are not found in positions
that would be significant for the composi-
tion of the landscape design, but in rather
common positions, we may assume that
they were not unique pieces and that such
objects could have been found within
the landscaping. Border hedges, deciduous
and also coniferous trees can be seen in the
picture.

A third period postcard (Photo 5) shows
the space of the upper floor loggia, already
discussed in The manor house and its rela-
tionship with the exterior design. We remind
of the privileged position of the loggias as
observation points for the Tarnava Mica
Valley and of the whole land to the south.
The postcard shows that at the time the par-
apet was used entirely as support for linear
pots for ornamental plants.

14 For a more comprehensive description of the
characteristics of mixed landscape design sty-
le, see the publication of Ana-Felicia ILIESCU
(2003, 64).

15 Without being able to establish a chronologi-
cal succession of the presented period pho-
tographs and postcards, the order of their
presentation follows the logical succession of
passing through the space.



M Foto 10. Salcdm monumental pe peluza
desfdsuratd la est de castel © Andreea MILEA, 2006
B Photo 10. Monumental acacia tree on
the manor house’s eastern lawn
© Andreea MILEA, 2006

B Foto 11. Balcon acoperit, la etajul fatadei estice
a castelului © Andreea MILEA, 2006

B Photo 11. Covered balcony at the upper floor
of the manor house’s eastern elevation
© Andreea MILEA, 2006

A fourth period postcard (Photo 6)
shows the manor house and the park seen
from the banks of the Tarnava Mica River.
We notice the free placements, lacking in
geometric rigour, of the vegetation: shrubs
lining the bank of the Tarnava Mica, scat-
tered ornamental specimens on the em-
bankment, somewhat more consistent lin-
ings of ornamental shrubs along the manor
house’s eastern elevation, and, as much as
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de bordura, arbori foiogi dar si conifere se intrevad de asemenea in aceasta
imagine.

O a treia ilustrata de epoca (foto 5) prezinta spatiul logiei etajului, dis-
cutat deja la Castelul i relatia lui cu amenajarile exterioare. Reamintim
pozitia privilegiata a logiilor ca puncte de observare a vaii Tarnavei Mici
si a intregului tinut spre sud. Ilustrata ne arata ca in epoca parapetul logiei
era folosit integral ca suport al unor jardiniere lineare pentru mici plante
ornamentale.

O a patra ilustrata de epoca (foto 6) infatiseaza castelul si parcul pri-
vite de pe tarmul Tarnavei Mici. Observam dispunerile libere, lipsite de
rigoare geometrica ale vegetatiei: tufe marginind tarmul Tarnavei Mici,
exemplare ornamentale marunte razletite pe taluz, alinieri ceva mai con-
sistente de tufe ornamentale de-a lungul fatadei estice a castelului si, atat
cat cuprinde imaginea, un exemplar arborescent foios monumental. Talu-
zul sudic si peluza estica par sa fie imbracate in iarba. O alee este condusa
aproximativ in paralel cu fatada sudica a castelului, cobordnd apoi in dia-
gonala taluzul, spre Tarnava Mica.

La ora actuald, amenajarile exterioare sunt cvasi-inexistente. Zona de
acces, deja detaliata la Amenajarile de acces, este singura care pastreaza
aparenta unor dispuneri controlate (foto 7, 12). Taluzul sudic si-a pierdut
amenajarile, primind in schimb o terasa betonata (foto 8). Tarmul Téar-
navei Mici este in continuare populat cu tufe, in dispuneri naturale (foto
9). Peluza estica este dominata de un salcAm monumental care, dupa
pozitie, ar putea fi asimilat arborelui vizibil in ultima imagine de epoca
discutata (foto 10); alaturi de el se regasesc tufe razlete, crescute salbatic
(foto 11).

Concluzie

B Ansamblul castelului Bethlen din Sdnmiclaus, fie ca este vorba de cla-
direa castelului, fie ca este vorba de parc, se afla intr-o stare avansata de
degradare. Dincolo de neajunsurile inerente neintretinerii, cu expunerea
castelului la agresivitatea factorilor naturali si la toate degradarile care
decurg de aici, factorul uman pare sa fi avut un rol consistent la crearea
acestei stdri, prin vandalizare. Cat despre parc, putem spune ca, practic,
amenajarile nu mai existd. S-au pastrat: aleea de acces (necesard, fiind
singura cale de a ajunge la castel, fie chiar si doar in scopul vandaliza-
rii), rondoul (intr-o forma de amenajare modificata) in dreptul intrarii in
castel, si un salcAm monumental pe peluza estica. Taluzul care coboara
la Tarnava Mica are in prezent o aparenta naturala, fara sa putem preciza
daca, de fapt, nu ar fi fost asa si in perioada existentei amenajarilor par-
cului. Putem considera valoroase, de reiterat la o posibila reconstructie a
parcului, urmaétoarele aspecte: caracterul geometric al amenajarilor zonei
de acces, opus caracterului liber al amenajarilor pe restul suprafetei par-
cului; prezenta axului de simetrie in organizarea amenajarilor zonei de ac-
ces; expunerea fatadei nordice a castelului ca si capat de perspectiva de-a
lungul aleii de acces (implicdnd indepartarea elementelor care obtureaza
acest capat de perspectiva); valorificarea perspectivei spre Tarnava Mica
(atat de pe teren cat si din castel); pastrarea si valorificarea exemplarelor
vegetale istorice. Totodata, pe baza documentelor, unele detalii de amena-
jare pot fi recreate.
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is included in the image, a monumental
deciduous tree specimen. The southern
embankment and the eastern lawn seem to
be covered in grass. An alley leads approxi-
mately parallel to the southern elevation of
the manor house, descending then the em-
bankment diagonally, towards the Tarnava
Mica River.

Currently, exterior design elements
are almost non-existent. The access area,
already detailed in Access elements, is the
only one that preserves the appearance
of controlled placements (Photos 7 and
12). The southern embankment has lost
its landscaping, receiving in exchange a
concrete terrace (Photo 8). The bank of
the Tarnava Mica River is still populated
with shrubs, with natural placements
(Photo 9). The eastern lawn is dominated
by a monumental acacia tree, which, by
its position, could be presumed to be the
same as the tree visible in the last dis-
cussed period image (Photo 10); along it
there are scattered bushes, grown wild
(Photo 11).

Conclusion

B The ensemble of the Bethlen Manor
House in Sdnmiclaus, whether we talk
about the residential building or the
park, is in an advanced state of deteriora-
tion. Beyond the shortcomings inherent
to poor maintenance, with the exposure
of the manor house to the aggression of
natural factors and all the ensuing degra-
dations, the human factor seems to have
had a consistent role in the creation of
this state, through vandalism. As for the
park, we can say that the design elements
have practically disappeared. The follow-
ing have been preserved: the access alley
(necessary, being the only way to reach
the manor house, even if only to vandalise
it), the round lawn (with a modified de-
sign) in front of the entrance to the manor
house, and a monumental acacia tree on
the eastern lawn. The embankment that
descends to the Tarnava Micd River cur-
rently has a natural appearance, without
us being able to state whether, in fact, it
was like this when the landscaping was
in place. We may consider the following
aspects as valuable to reinstate during a
possible reconstruction of the park: the
geometric character of the access area el-
ements, opposed to the free landscaping
of the rest of the park’s surface; the pres-
ence of the symmetry axis in the layout
of the access area elements; the exposure
of the northern elevation as perspective
end along the acces alley (implying the
removal of the elements that obstruct this
perspective end); the highlighting of the
view on the Tarnava Mica (both on the
site and from the manor house); the pres-
ervation and highlighting of the historical
tree specimens. Also, some landscaping
details can be recreated based on the ex-
isting documents.



