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Consolidarea, reabilitarea
si restaurarea Palatului
Episcopal din Galati

B Rezumat: Cladirea Palatului Episcopal este un simbol al orasului Galati,
din sudul Moldovei. Reprezentdnd stilul eclectic i pastrandu-si caracterul
istoric, cladirea este incadrata in categoria monumentelor istorice ce repre-
zinta oragul. Proiectul de consolidare, reabilitare si restaurare a inceput in
anul 2012 si a durat aproximativ doi ani, timp in care s-au refacut parti
si componente importante ce au fost distruse, s-a intervenit pentru o stabi-
litate a cladirii si s-au aplicat diverse materiale pentru a rezolva anumite
degradadri inevitabile. In ceea ce priveste componentele artistice ale cld-
dirii, acestea nu sunt foarte multe, dar sunt semnificative pentru stilul pe
care il reprezintda palatul, iar multe dintre ele au fost distruse in timp, fiind
reconstituite dupa fotografiile vechi.

B Cuvinte cheie: consolidare, reabilitare, restaurare, Galati, eclectic, pa-
lat, panza freatica, radier general, portic, picturd, foita de aur, profil ipsos,
ancadrament, marmura, Ruschita, Carrara

1 Inginer constructor la SC DEDAL BAHAMAT SRL, Galati, Romania.

The Consolidation,
Rehabilitation, and
Conservation of the
Bishopric Palace in Galati

B Abstract: The building of the Bishopric
Palace is a symbol of Galati City, found in the
southern part of Moldavia Region. It is repre-
sentative of the Eclectic style and it preserves
its historic nature. The building is listed as a
historic building representative of the city. The
consolidation, rehabilitation, and conserva-
tion project started in 2012 and lasted for ap-
proximately two years. It consisted in rebuild-
ing important parts and components that had
been destroyed, in intervening for ensuring the
stability of the building, and in using various
malterials to solve certain inevitable deterio-
rations. The number of the building’s artistic
components is not very high, but they are sig-
nificant for the style represented by the palace.
Many of them had been destroyed over time
and rebuilt based on old photographs.

1 Civil engineer at DEDAL BAHAMAT Ltd,
Galati, Romania.
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B Foto 1. Palatul Episcopal din Galati
B Photo 1. Bishopric Palace in Galati
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M Foto 2. Zidul din cdramidd afectat de tasarea inegald a celor doud corpuri
B Photo 2. Brick wall affected by the uneven subsidence of the two building parts
M Foto 3. Infiltratiile de apd mdsurdnd aproximativ 40 cm in interiorul
subsolului corpului sud
M Photo 3. Water infiltrations of approximately 40 cm inside the basement of the
southern block

B Keywords: consolidation, rehabilita-
tion, conservation, Galati, Eclectic, pal-
ace, groundwater, general raft, porch,
painting, gold leaf, gypsum profile, frame,
marble, Ruschita, Carrara

B The Bishopric Palace (Photo 1) is located
at 141 Domneascd St., in the municipal-
ity of Galati. It was built between 1897
and 1900 by architect Toma DOBRESCU,
one of the Romanian architects educated
at the Fine Arts School in Paris. For this
project, he adopted the Eclectic style, one
of the architectural styles used in the 19"
century, which is characterised by a com-
bination of elements from various historic
styles into one work.

The building, listed as historic build-
ing (GL-II-m-B-03036), is made up of par-
tial basement, ground and upper floor. Its
previous function was of Museum of Vis-
ual Arts and its current function is that of
Bishopric Palace.

The geotechnical assessment reveals a
founding ground made up of three layers.
The first layer, consisting of black soil fill-

M Foto 4. Pregdtirea suprafetelor pentru turnarea diafragmei de beton si
legarea elementelor verticale la radierul general

B Photo 4. Preparing the surfaces for pouring the concrete diaphragm wall and
linking the vertical elements to the general raft

M Foto 5. Diafragma de beton dupd turnare

M Photo 5. Concrete diaphragm wall after pouring

B Palatul Episcopal (foto 1) este localizat pe strada Domneasca nr. 141,
municipiul Galati, si a fost realizat intre anii 1897-1900 de arhitectul
Toma DOBRESCU, unul dintre arhitectii roméni formati la Scoala de Arte
frumoase din Paris. Acesta, pentru realizarea proiectului, a adoptat stilul
eclectic, unul dintre stilurile arhitecturale folosite in secolul al XIX-lea,
caracterizat prin combinatia de elemente din diverse stiluri istorice intr-o
singura lucrare.

Cladirea, listatd ca monument istoric (GL-II-m-B-03036), este compusa
dintr-un subsol partial, parter si etaj, avind ca functie precedenta Muzeu
de Arta Vizuala, iar functie actualad de Palat Episcopal.

Natura terenului de fundare ce reiese din studiul geotehnic se prezinta
in trei straturi. Primul strat, alcatuit din umplutura de pamént negru ve-
getal, se regaseste la adancimea de 1,5-1,8 m, cel de-al doilea strat, repre-
zentat de loess galben sensibil la umezire, se afla la 2,5-2,8 m si ultimul
strat analizat ajunge pana la adancimi de 9,00 m si este un loess puternic
saturat, curgator.

Zona amplasamentului cercetat se caracterizeaza prin prezenta la
adancimi in jur de 2,7 m a unei pseudopénze de apa subterana, cu nivelul
hidrostatic variabil pe verticala, sezonier.

Din punct de vedere seismic, municipiul Galati se situeaza pe linia de
fracturd tectonica majora Focsani-Namoloasa-Galati, astfel incét in zona
municipiului se resimt puternic cutremurele de pamant cu epicentrul in
Vrancea (Proiect Tehnic).
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W Foto 6. Dispunerea armdturilor elementelor verticale in radierul general
M Photo 6. Placing the rebar frames of the vertical elements in the general raft
B Foto 7. Injectarea cu mortar pentru inchiderea fisurilor

B Photo 7. Mortar injecting for closing fissures

Degradarile care au aparut in urma factorilor prezentati anterior au
fost: tasari inegale ale corpurilor de aproximativ 30 cm, fisuri gi crapaturi
la nivelul zidariei portante din caramida (foto 2), denivelari si burdusiri
ale pardoselilor interioare, sistematizarea verticala si in plan necorespun-
zatoare. De asemenea, subsolul partial existent sub constructie si anume
pe latura de sud nu mai putea fi exploatat in conditii optime, acesta pre-
zentand infiltratii masive de apa — circa 40 cm coloana de apa (foto 3).

Solutiile propuse pentru consolidare, reabilitare si restaurare, care
s-au si realizat, au vizat, in primul rdnd, fundatia cladirii, prin introduce-
rea unui radier general din beton armat sub talpile de fundatii existente
(foto 4). De asemenea, a fost necesara realizarea unui sistem de infrastruc-
tura rigid prin camasuirea corpurilor fundatiilor existente si legarea lor la
nivelul centurii de la cota 0,15 (foto 5).

S-a dorit continuitatea elementelor verticale din beton armat existente
la suprastructura in infrastructura si s-a introdus armatura aferenta fieca-
rui element in radier si implicit in cdmasuiala (foto 6).

Refacerea continuitatii zidariei peretilor s-a realizat prin injectarea
unui mortar in fisurile existente (foto 7) si refacerea structurilor din zida-
rie prin tesere (foto 2).

Inlocuirea elementelor deteriorate ale sarpantei din lemn a fost nece-
sard deoarece acestea au fost degradate in urma unui incendiu aparut din
cauza cogurilor de fum neadecvate (foto 8), iar subsolul, in urma interven-
tiilor, a devenit functionabil (foto 9).
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M Foto 8. Elemente ale sarpantei afectate de incendiul cauzat de cosurile de fum
M Photo 8. Roof structure elements affected by the fire caused by the chimneys

B Foto 9. Subsolul corpului sud in fazd terminald

B Photo 9. Final stage in the basement of the southern block

ing, can be found at 1.5-1.8 m, the second
layer, consisting of yellow loess soil sensi-
tive to wetting, can be found at 2.5-2.8 m,
and the last layer assessed reaches down
to 9.00 m and consists of highly saturated
running loess soil.

The site under analysis contains a
pseudo groundwater table at a depth of ap-
proximately 2.70 m, with seasonal, verti-
cally-variable hydrostatic level.

In seismic terms, the municipal-
ity of Galati is located on the Focsani-
Namoloasa-Galati major tectonic fracture
zone. The earthquakes with their epicen-
tre in Vrancea are therefore strongly felt
in the area of the municipality (The Tech-
nical design).

The deteriorations triggered by the
factors shown previously consist of un-
even subsidence of the building parts of
approximately 30 cm, fissures and cracks
in the load-bearing brick masonry (Photo
2), drops and bulges of inside floors, inap-
propriate vertical and horizontal system-
atisation. Moreover, the partial basement
under the building, sited to the south,
could no longer be used in optimum con-



ditions, as significant water infiltrations
were present — the water level being at ap-
proximately 40 cm (Photo 3).

The solutions proposed for consolida-
tion, rehabilitation, and conservation that
were implemented were firstly aimed at
the building’s foundation, consisting of
inserting a general raft of reinforced con-
crete under the existing foundation (Photo
4). Moreover, a rigid infrastructure system
was needed. It was achieved by coating
the elemnts of the existing foundations
and linking them at the height of the gird-
er at level 0.15 (Photo 5).

The continuation of the existing rein-
forced concrete vertical elements of the
superstructure into the infrastructure
was aimed at and achieved by inserting
the rebar frame pertaining to each ele-
ment in the raft and thus in the coating as
well (Photo 6).

The continuity of the wall masonry
was achieved by injecting mortar in the
existing fissures (Photo 7) and restoring
the masonry structures through weaving
(Photo 2).

The deteriorated elements of the tim-
ber roof structure had to be replaced, as
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Restaurarea componentelor artistice a fost necesard deoarece unele
dintre ele au fost distruse, unele ascunse, iar altele degradate. Fiind im-
partit in 30 de camere, cu destinatii diferite, Palatul Episcopal este o cla-
dire impunatoare.

In ceea ce priveste accesul in palat, acesta se realizeaza printr-o gradi-
na ce pastreaza o serie de arbori vechi, si se intinde in spatele unui gard
realizat din fier forjat gi piatra de granit. Fatada Palatului Episcopal prezin-
td ancadramentele ferestrelor de la parterul cladirii ce sunt dreptunghiu-
lare, iar cele de la etaj sunt circulare, accentele acestora fiind puse, din
punct de vedere cromatic, pe nuante de maro. Intrarea principala se face
pe sub un portic cu coloane grecesti gi capiteluri corintince cu elemen-
te decorative, ce prezintd deasupra un balcon. Tencuiala exterioara este
alcatuita din profile de ipsos ce au fost impermeabilizate cu ulei de in, iar
burlanele, jgheaburile si glafurile au fost lucrate artistic. Soclul cladirii
este placat cu piatra travertin ce a fost restaurata (foto 1).

Usa principala se deschide intr-un hol urias, cu coloane corintice, ele-
mentele decorative ale acestora fiind subliniate prin restaurarea si stiliza-
rea lor cu foitd de aur de 22k, iar de jur imprejurul holului s-au reconstitu-
it crucile prezente pe capiteluri, stucaturile prezente pe peretii corpului,
cat si culorile acestora, ce au fost distruse, dupa fotografiile existente in
arhiva. Aici s-a inlocuit marmura de Rugchita in totalitate (foto 10). Din
holul principal porneste o scara ce conduce spre etajul cladirii, marmura
de Carrara, prezenta pe treptele acesteia, s-a reconditionat in totalitate
(foto 11).

M Foto 10. Holul central dupa interventie
M Photo 10. Central hallway after intervention
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B Foto 11. Holul central inainte de interventie
B Photo 11. Central hallway before intervention

In interiorul camerelor s-au reconditionat profilele de ipsos (foto 12),
ancadramentele, pardoseala, iar culorile s-au ales din cromatica specifica
cladirilor istorice construite in stil neoclasic.

Elementele decorative ale acestei cladiri sunt cele care o incadreaza in
statutul de monument istoric, precum si perioada din care acestea datea-
za. In timpul lucrarilor derulate s-a restaurat pictura originara descoperita
pe tavanul de pe casa scarii aflata sub stratul de var prezent. Aceasta a fost
restaurata gi recuperata in totalitate (foto 13).

Cornisele din lemn prezente au fost restaurate, iar cele care prezentau
degradari in totalitate au fost reconstituite dupa cele originare (foto 14).

Palatul Episcopal face parte din punct de vedere legislativ din cate-
goria constructiilor cu valoare deosebita de patrimoniu, ce addposteste
valori culturale.

in general, cladirile vechi au o anumita valoare, data de calitatea ar-
hitecturii, pozitionarea, marimea, materialele de constructie, precum si
criterii culturale, cum ar fi rezonanta istorica, culturala/religioasa, pentru
comunitate.

Ansamblurile urbane/monumentele istorice reflecta modul de viata si
ocupatiile cetdtenilor din zond, modul de evolutie al acestora intr-o anu-
mita perioada de timp, fiind importanti martori ai secolelor trecute.

Palatul Episcopal a facut si face parte din cultura bisericeasca dunarea-
nd, reprezentand un important centru de intalniri pentru oamenii acestui
domeniu.
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W Foto 13. Pictura descoperitd sub var pe casa scdrii, inainte si dupd interventie
B Photo 13. Painting discovered below the whitewash on the staircase, before and after intervention
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B Foto 12. Ornamente din holul central dupd interventie
B Photo 12. Ornaments in the central hallway after intervention

they were deteriorated as a result of a
fire occurred due to inappropriate chim-
neys (Photo 8). The basement became op-
erational as a result of the interventions
(Photo 9).

The conservation of the artistic com-
ponents was necessary because some
of them had been destroyed, hidden, or
deteriorated. The Bishopric Palace is
divided into 30 rooms, with different
functions, which makes it an impressive
building.

The access to the palace is made
through a garden that still contains a
series of old trees, spreading behind a
fence made of wrought iron and granite.
The main elevation of the Bishopric Pal-
ace exhibits rectangular window frames
at the ground-floor and circular window
frames at the upper floor. Their chro-
matic focus is on brown shades. The main
entrance is through a portico with Greek
columns and Corinthian capitals having
decorative elements, above which a balco-
ny can be found. The exterior plastering is




made up of gypsum profiles waterproofed
with linseed oil. The rain pipes, gutters
and window sills were worked artistical-
ly. The plinth of the building is covered
with travertine, which has been subject to
conservation works (Photo 1).

The main door opens towards a huge
hallway, with Corinthian columns, whose
decorative elements have been highlight-
ed through conservation and stylisation
with 22k gold leaf. The crosses on the
capitals all around the hallway have
been reconstituted based on archival
photographs, as well as the stuccos on
the walls of the building and their col-
ours, which had been destroyed. All the
Ruschita marble here has been replaced
(Photo 10). A staircase starts off from the
main hallway leading to the upper storey
of the building. The Carrara marble on
its steps has been fully conserved
(Photo 11).

The gypsum profiles (Photo 12), the
frames, the floor inside the rooms were
conserved, and colours of the chromatics
specific to the historical buildings built in
Neoclassical style were chosen.

The decorative elements of this build-
ing and the period they dated from clas-
sify it as historic building. The original
painting discovered during the works
under the existing layer of whitewash on
the ceiling of the staircase was fully con-
served and recovered (Photo 13).

The existing wooden cornices were
conserved, and the fully deteriorated cor-
nices were rebuilt on the basis of the origi-
nal ones (Photo 14).

The Bishopric Palace is legally includ-
ed in the category of buildings with ex-
ceptional heritage value, hosting cultural
values as well.

In general, old buildings have a cer-
tain value, given by the quality of the ar-
chitecture, the positioning, the size, the
building materials, and by cultural crite-
ria, such as the historic, cultural/religious
resonance and the resonance for the com-
munity.

The urban ensembles/historic build-
ings reflect the way of life and the activi-
ties of the area’s inhabitants, their evolu-
tion over a certain period of time, and are
thus important witnesses of past centu-
ries.

The Bishopric Palace has been and
still is part of the ecclesiastic culture
along the Danube and is an important
meeting point for clergymen.

The cultural heritage, when well pre-
served and enhanced, helps to promote
a city, which triggers economic develop-
ment and increase in the number of tour-
ists.

The historic building concerned is
valuable and, with sustained effort, it
may become a symbol of Galati and it may
change people’s perception of the city.
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B Foto 14. Interventii asupra consolelor de la acoperisul corpului central
B Photo 14. Interventions on the corbels of the roof of the central block

Patrimoniul cultural, bine conservat gi pus in valoare, ajuta la promo-

varea orasului, lucru ce duce la dezvoltarea economica si la cresterea nu-
marului de turigti.

Monumentul istoric ales este valoros si cu eforturi sustinute poate deveni

un simbol al Galatiului si poate schimba perceptia oamenilor despre oras.

Bibliografie/Bibliography

B *** Casele T(h)oma Dobrescu. 2014. Arhiva de Arhitectura. http://
arhivadearhitectura.ro/locuinta/casele-thoma-dobrescu/.

B “** Ghid istoric Galati 1445-2010 (suport DVD).

B *** Fotografii din arhiva personala. [Photographs from personal ar-
chives.]

W *** Palatul Episcopal. http://www.galatituristic.ro/obiective-arhitectura
/40-palatul-episcopal.

B *** Palatul Episcopal (azi Muzeul de Arta Vizuald). 2010. http://
www.galatiidealtadata.volte.ro/2010/11/palatul-episcopal-azi-
muzeul-de-arta.html.

B *** Proiectul Tehnic al Palatului Episcopal din Galati [The Techni-
cal design of the Bishopric Palace in Galati], nr. 6102/2085/2011,
vol.l, I - Memorii gi Devize.

B “** Receptia lucrarilor de consolidare, reabilitare si modernizare a
Palatului Episcopal din Galati. 2014. Siteul Arhiepiscopiei Dunarii
de Jos [Website of the Lower Danube’s Archbishopric]. http://www.
edj.ro/septembrie-2014/3177-recepia-lucrrilor-de-consolidare-re-
abilitare-i-modernizare-a-palatului-episcopal-din-galai.

B BODEA, Valentin. 2011. Monumentele istorice si de arhitectura din
oragul Galati din a doua jumdatate a secolului al XIX-lea — prima
jumatate a secolului al XX-lea, vol. II. Galati: Ed. Pax Aura Mundi.

B BREZEANU, Ioan & Nicolae G. MUNTEANU. 1972. Judetul Galati pe
scara timpului. Galati: Comitetul Judetean al PC.R.

B SZASZ, Béla Gyula & TOTH Helga. 2014. CISC: Idei despre reabili-
tarea monumentelor istorice. Revista Constructiilor 106: 50-51.

Z016/% 21



