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Reabilitarea Casei Bosianu,
parte a ansamblului Observatorului
Astronomic din Bucuresti

B Rezumat: Casa Bosianu se afla intr-o zond a Bucuregtiului bogata din
punct de vedere patrimonial, care insd este cel mai adesea ignoratd. Istoria
proprie a cladirii si a ansamblului in care se gaseste, cdt si atributele sti-
listice proprii, fac ca aceasta s merite a fi protejatd. In momentul de fatd
cladirea suferd numeroase degradari si insuficiente, majoritatea provenind
din modul impropriu de utilizare. Interventia inca se poate realiza facil,
fara costuri extrem de ridicate, insa reabilitarea strict fizicd a monumen-
tului se va dovedi ineficienta pe termen lung atdta timp cat nu se va lua in
calcul atat o reorganizare functionala vizénd deschiderea catre public, cat
si un program de promovare si mentenantd.

B Cuvinte cheie: Filaret, neogotic, romantic, Luigi LIPIZER, Bucuresti,
valorificare, promovare

B Ansamblul Observatorului Astronomic din Bucuresti este o prezenta
notabila, atat din punct de vedere al istoriei acestuia, cat gi din punct de
vedere arhitectural gi functional. Casa Bosianu face parte din acest an-
samblu, fiind cea mai timpurie dintre constructiile care il compun. Data
construirii acesteia nu se cunoaste cu precizie, presupunandu-se cd a fost
ridicatd cdndva intre 1856-1861 (dupa Razboiul Crimeei, 1853-1856). O
ipoteza enuntata este cd aceasta casa ar fi fost proiectata de catre arhitec-
tul Luigi LIPIZER, neexistand insa o confirmare a acestui fapt. Fundamen-
tul supozitiei il reprezinta puternica aseménare dintre Casa Bosianu si
Casele Universitarilor (LIBRECHT-FILIPESCU) si Breslelor. Toate cele trei

1 Arhitect, absolventa a Cursului Postuniversitar de Specializare in Reabilitarea Monu-
mentelor Istorice, Bucuresti, Roméania.

Conservation of the
Bosianu House, Part of the
Astronomical Observatory
Ensemble in Bucharest

W Abstract: The Bosianu House is sited in a
very rich area of Bucharest in heritage terms,
but which is most often overlooked. The his-
tory of the building and of the ensemble that
hosts it, as well as its specific stylistic fea-
tures, make it worth protecting. The building
currently suffers from numerous deteriora-
tions and shortcomings, most of which are
the result of improper use. The intervention
may still be conducted easily, without exag-
gerated costs, but the physical conservation
of the building alone will prove to be ineffi-
cient in the long term if no functional reor-
ganisation aiming at opening the building to
the public, and no promotion and mainte-
nance programme are envisaged.

B Keywords: Filaret, Neo-Gothic, Romantic,
Luigi LIPIZER, Bucharest, enhancement,
promotion

B The Astronomical Observatory Ensem-
ble in Bucharest is a remarkable presence
in terms of history as well as architecture
and functionality. The Bosianu House is
part of this ensemble, and it is its earliest
building. The date of its construction is not
known precisely; it is supposed to be some-
where between 1856 and 1861 (after the
Crimean War, 1853-1856). A hypothesis put

1 Architect, graduated from the Postgraduate
Studies on Historic Building Conservation,
Bucharest, Romania.

B Fig. 1. Hdrti istorice ilustrand evolutia zonei. Sursd: BORROCZYN 1852, Planul Institutului Geografic 1895, Cadastru 1911.
W Figure 1. Historical maps showing the evolution of the area. Source: BORROCZYN 1852, map of the Geographic Institute 1895, Cadastre 1911.
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B Foto 1. Carte postald ilustrand Casa Bosianu
M Photo 1. Postcard showing the Bosianu House

forward is that this house would have been
designed by architect Luigi LIPIZER, but
this has not been confirmed. The grounds
of this assumption consist of the striking
resemblance between the Bosianu House
and the House of the Scholars (LIBRECHT-
FILIPESCU), as well as the House of the
Guilds. All three buildings have a strong
Romantic character, with Neo-Gothic ele-
ments, which are actually rare in the built
environment of Bucharest.

B Foto 2. Carte postald ilustrand Casa Bosianu
B Photo 2. Postcard showing the Bosianu House

cladiri au un caracter romantic puternic, prezentdnd elemente neogotice,
altminteri rar intalnite in mediul construit bucurestean.

Casa a fost initial realizatd pentru a ii servi drept locuintd lui Con-
stantin BOSIANU, fiind ulterior donata Institutului Meteorologic. Aceasta
schimbare a proprietarului, gi implicit a destinatiei, a facut posibila si
necesara dezvoltarea ansamblului ce se poate intalni azi pe str. Cutitul de
Argint nr. 3-5. Aceasta evolutie se poate observa prin studierea planurilor
istorice ale Bucurestiului. Astfel, in 1895, pe planul Institutului Geogra-
fic al Armatei Roméne, Casa Bosianu apare aldturi de alte noi constructii
realizate intre timp: Cladirea Soare, Pavilionul Seismologic si Pavilionul
Birouri-Ateliere.

M Foto 3. Fatada principald azi
M Photo 3. Main elevation nowadays
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B Foto 4. Perspectivd spre salonul octogonal
B Photo 4. Perspective towards the octagonal drawing room

Contextual, zona in care se incadreazi Casa Bosianu este una valoroa-
sd din punct de vedere patrimonial, aceasta gasindu-se chiar la o inter-
sectie de zone protejate (Zona Parcul Carol nr. 82 si Zona Filaret nr. 63).
O interventie optima gi bine pusa in valoare post-gantier la nivelul Casei
Bosianu ar influenta in mod direct aceste zone, promovand importanta
salvgardarii patrimoniului si crescdnd nivelul calitatii interventiilor, prin
puterea exemplului. Un bun proiect de management ar putea transforma
Casa Bosianu intr-un pol urban de referinta.

Cladirea in sine este conceputa intr-un stil romantic autentic, pastrat
intreg si nealterat la exterior, cu forme preluate din stilul gotic si rein-
terpretate prin adaptarea la cadrul local. Printre elementele de factura
romantica se remarca un gir de masiculi stilizat la nivelul cornigei, tur-
nul profilat la rAindul sdu si acoperit in terasa, dar si, mai ales, prezenta
si reluarea in repetate rinduri, atat la nivelul fatadelor, cat si la nivelul
amenajdarilor interioare, a arcului frint, ogival. La arcul frAnt se remarca o
interpretare ce rupe interventia de goticul elansat, anume turtirea arcelor.
De asemenea, se observa faptul ca forma octogonala este utilizata in nu-
meroase rAnduri, mai ales la nivelul planimetriei, dar nu numai.

Regimul de inaltime al cladirii este de demisol, hochparter si pod,
turnul fiind singurul element care se detagseaza de acest volum de baza,
elansdndu-se si masurdnd aproape 15 m indlt{ime. Amplasat pe fatada de
nord-vest, turnul nu creeaza doar o asimetrie care adauga volumului un
plus de interes prin introducerea unui ax vertical, ci are un rol functional
extrem de important, asigurdnd circulatia verticala in cladire, oferind in
acelasi timp posibilitatea functionarii autonome a fiecarui nivel in parte
(din casa scarii din turn se accede la fiecare nivel separat, inclusiv in pod).

Volumul de baza (demisol, hochparter si pod) se organizeaza dupa un
ax de simetrie, dezvoltat in lungul usii de acces, traversdnd holul princi-
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The house was initially built to serve
as housing for Constantin BOSIANU, and
it was subsequently donated to the Mete-
orological Institute. This change in owner-
ship, and thus in function, made the de-
velopment possible and necessary for the
ensemble that can be found nowadays at
3-5 Cutitul de Argint Street. This evolution
may be noticed by studying the historical
maps of Bucharest. The Bosianu House
can thus be found, in 1895, on the map of
the Geographic Institute of the Romanian
Army, together with other new buildings
erected meanwhile: the Sun Building, the
Seismologic Pavilion, and the Office-Work-
shop Pavilion.

Considering this context, the area
where the Bosianu House is sited is rich
in heritage terms, and it is even placed at
a crossing of protected areas (82 Carol Park
Area and 63 Filaret Area). An optimum in-
tervention, well enhanced after the works
on the Bosianu House, could have a direct
influence on these areas, as it would pro-
mote the importance of heritage conserva-
tion and would increase the level of quality
of the interventions, through the power of
example. A good management project could
turn the Bosianu House into an urban hub.

The building as such is designed in
authentic Romantic style, which has been
kept fully and untouched on the exterior,
with features taken over from the Gothic
style and reinterpreted through adapta-



tion to the local environment. Among the
Romantic elements we can point out the
machicolations at the level of on the cor-
nice, the tower decorated with mouldings
and covered as a terrace, and especially
the ogival, pointed arch, which is present
and used repeatedly both on the elevations
and for the interior design. The flattening
of the pointed arches can be noticed as an
interpretation that separates the interven-
tion from the more slender Gothic style.
Moreover, the octagonal shape is used sev-
eral times, in particular in the layout, but
not only.

The building storeys consist of semi-
basement, high ground floor, and attic,
and the tower is the only element that is
detached from this basic volume, soaring
and measuring almost 15 m in height. The
tower, placed on the north-west elevation,
not only creates asymmetry, adding inter-
est to the building’s volume by inserting a
vertical axis, but it also has an extremely
important functional role, ensuring vertical
circulation in the building, and also provid-
ing the possibility of autonomous function-
ing for each storey (access is ensured from
the staircase of the tower to each storey
separately, including to the attic).

The basic volume (semi-basement, high
ground floor, and attic) is organised accord-
ing to a symmetry axis, developed along
the access door, crossing the main hall-
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pal si termindndu-se intr-un salon octogonal (sala cea mai reprezentativa
a Casei Bosianu). Volumetria regasita azi pe sit (volum jos si turn) este cea
originara, de la mijlocul secolului al XIX-lea. Interventiile realizate asupra
imobilului de-a lungul timpului au vizat mai curdnd detalii, astfel incat
aspectul general si alcatuirea volumetrica, dar si interioard, s-au mentinut.

Din punct de vedere al materialelor de constructii folosite, se poate
spune ca obiectul studiat este tipic bucurestean de secol XIX, in sensul in
care Casa Bosianu este ridicata din zidarie de cardmida. Conform dosaru-
lui consultat in arhivele Institutului National al Patrimoniului, se pare ca
fundatiile cladirii sunt continue si au fost consolidate in timpul reabili-
tarii din perioada 1992-1994, cand au fost introdusi gi sdimburi din beton
armat (in interiorul coloanelor angajate). Tot atunci au fost inlocuite toate
planseele cladirii, in locul celor istorice din lemn realizandu-se plangee
din beton armat, pentru a se asigura efectul de gaiba rigida.

Despre organizarea functionald, se poate afirma ca planimetria tradea-
za intr-o oarecare masura functiunea originara — cea de locuinta a unei
familii instarite —, indeplinind cu brio functia de reprezentare, dar lip-
sindu-i opulenta (probabil) asteptata, insinuata de fatadele decorate. Se
observa, deci, cd parterul era destinat exclusiv locuirii familiei, camerele
fiind spatioase, luminoase si avand vederi panoramice spre ceea ce era, la
momentul constructiei, oaza de vegetatie din jurul Bucurestiului (efectul
este conservat azi prin prezenta Parcului Carol in imediata vecinatate a
sitului), in vreme ce demisolul era mai curdnd folosit pentru functiunile
mai putin demne (bucataria, camerele servitorilor etc.). Aceastd impartire
functionala este adaptata noii destinatii dupa ce casa intra in posesia lui
Stefan HEPITES si este pastrata pana azi. Astfel, parterul se compune din
saloane reprezentative, sali de lectura impozante, in vreme ce la demisol
se gasesc depozite si o centrala termica deja istorica la rindul ei.

M Foto 5. Accesul principal
M Photo 5. Main access

Z2016/% = 5



= RESEARCH
= CERCETARE
= KUTATAS

T mmsr/lv:mm Nostra

NN SRR

W Foto 6. Degraddri la nivelul fatadelor
B Photo 6. Deteriorations on the elevations

Casa Bosianu este, in momentul de fatd, un monument istoric clasat
(cod LMI: B-II-m-A-18518). Cu toate acestea, cladirea nu beneficiaza decat
in prea micd masura de pe urma statutului sau, putdndu-se observa o serie
intreaga de probleme. Acestea se pot imparti in trei mari categorii:

— Degradari fizice ce pericliteaza starea monumentului, inclusiv utili-
zarea monumentului in mod impropriu din punct de vedere functional,
fara a se valorifica valentele culturale gi istorice ale acestuia (nefolosirea
cladirii, neincalzirea si neaerisirea acesteia, infiltratii aparute ca urmare a
evacuarii ineficiente a apelor pluviale, atacuri biologice, saruri, desprin-
deri ale tencuielii, proasta izolare a teraselor etc.);

— Probleme legate de amenajarile exterioare, atat utilitare, cat si peisa-
jere (lipirea de cladire a trotuarelor turnate din beton, nerealizarea pan-
telor de scurgere, absenta rigolelor, netoaletarea vegetatiei, nerespectarea
principiilor compozitionale ale gradinii istorice de pe sit, mobilare ina-
decvata etc.);

— Lipsa unui program de valorificare si de promovare a monumentului.

M Foto 7. Camera tehnica din demisol
B Photo 7. Technical room in the semi-basement
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way and ending with an octagonal draw-
ing room (the most representative room of
the Bosianu House). The house’s present
volume (the lower volume and the tower)
is the original one, dating back to the mid-
19" century. The interventions made on the
building over time mainly aimed at details,
and thus the general appearance and vol-
ume, as well as the interior composition
were maintained.

Concerning the building materials
used, it may be stated that the building
under study is typical of 19" century Bu-
charest, as the Bosianu House was made of
brick masonry. According to the file con-
sulted in the archives of the National Insti-
tute for Heritage, it seems that the founda-
tions of the building are continuous and
were reinforced during the conservation
works conducted between 1992 and 1994,
when reinforced concrete cores were also
inserted (inside the engaged columns). At
the same period, all the floors of the build-
ing were replaced; in particular, the his-
torical timber floors were replaced by rein-
forced concrete floors in order to ensure a
rigid washer effect.

Concerning the functional organisation,
it may be stated that the layout somehow
betrays the original function - that of hous-
ing a rich family —, as it fully meets the rep-
resentation function, but being deprived of
the (potentially) expected opulence insinu-
ated by the decorated elevations. It can be
thus noticed that the ground floor used to
be exclusively intended to house the fam-
ily, as the rooms are large, bright, and have
panoramic views towards what used to be,
at the time of the construction, the veg-
etation oasis around Bucharest (the effect
is preserved today due to the presence of
the Carol Park in the close neighbourhood
of the site), while the semi-basement was
rather used for the less dignified functions
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M Foto 8. Salon de la hoch-parter
B Photo 8. Drawing room on the high ground-floor

(kitchen, servants’ rooms, etc.). This func- Reablllta rea Casei BOSianu

tional organisation was adapted to the new

i or @it (s e exiond fn Gisk M Reabilitarea casei Bosianu se va realiza prin interventii minimale, pe
HEPITES’s possession, and it has been kept

il o T o e 5 (e e cat posibil, vizandu-se reversibilitatea acestora. Pentru a se putea vorbi
up of representative drawing rooms, impos- despre o interventie sustenabila, cladirea se va deschide publicului, iar
ing reading rooms, while the semi-base- astfel se vor obtine fonduri si se vor asigura atat intre{inerea permanenta,
ST O3 T ML TS 0 3 o (o, el cat si utilizarea frecventa a cladirii. Procesul de reabilitare si valorificare a

is already historical itself. . A . .
The Bosianu House is currently a listed monumentului se propune a se realiza in trei pasi:

historic building (with Historic Buildings’
List code B-II-m-A-18518). However, the
building benefits from its status to a very
limited extent, as a whole series of issues
can be noticed. These can be classified in
three main categories:

— Physical deteriorations endangering
the condition of the building, including its
improper use in functional terms, without
enhancement of its cultural and historical
features (failure to use, heat and aerate the
building, infiltrations occurred as a result
of ineffective evacuation of rainwater, bio-
logical attacks, salts, plaster detachment,
poor insulation of terraces, etc.);

— Issues related to the exterior design,
both utilitarian and landscaped (attach-
ing concrete cast pavements to the build-
ing, absence of drainage slopes, absence of
drains, no vegetation maintenance, failure
to comply with the composition principles
of the historic garden on the site, inappro-
priate furnishing, etc.);

— Absence of a building enhancement H Foto 9. Alcdtuirea sarpantei
and promotion programme. M Photo 9. Roof structure composition
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M Foto 10. Degraddri parietale
M Photo 10. Wall deteriorations

— Eliminarea cauzelor degradarilor si readucerea cladirii la starea op-
tima (refacerea trotuarelor, refacerea jgheaburilor gi a burlanelor, The conservation of the Bosianu
desfacerea tencuielilor afectate si refacerea acestora pe baza de var, House
realizarea unor glituri de aerare in demisol, inlocuirea elementelor
puternic afectate din gsarpanta etc.); ) . ) )
R . £ . 15 t Hm (t £ demi shall consist of minimum interventions,
— eorga‘nlzarea unC‘Llona a I?en ru un uZ Op II.Tl ( I‘an? ormarea emlj as much as possible, which should be re-
solului intr-un spatiu deschis publicului, partial destinat consumului versible. In order to ensure sustainable in-
— ceaindrie —, partial evenimentelor culturale — sala multifunctionala tervention, the building shall be opened to
—, realizarea unui acces pietonal direct din Parcul Carol, deschiderea the public, thus funds will be obtained, and
. bli dului inalt si i . . permanent maintenance and frequent use
catrfa public a podului inalt si u.t1 ?zarefa‘ acestuia pentru evenimente of the building will be ensured. Three steps
pe timp de vara, conformarea bibliotecii de la hochparter la standar- are proposed for the building conservation
dele in vigoare etc.); process:
— Implementarea unui program de promovare si de mentenanta (in- — ey Qi clleiionivn e

lud . . A . le local ind-o d and bringing the building back to its
cluderea Casei Bosianu in trasee pietonale locale, unind-o de Gara optimum condition (restoration of the

B The conservation of the Bosianu House

Filaret, Uzina de Electricitate, Uzinele Wolff, Muzeul Tehnic, str. Xe- pavements, gutters, and downpipes,
nofon, Palatul Suter, includerea Casei Bosianu intr-un traseu Luigi removal of the affected plaster and
Lipizer, similar cu traseele culturale Berindey, Jean Monda etc., gaz- its conservation using lime, building
R i o i R . aeration slits in the semi-basement,
duirea de evenimente culturale accesibile publicului, redactarea si replacing the roof structure elements
implementarea unui ghid de mentenanta etc.). that are strongly affected, etc.);
Zona Filaret si Zona Parcul Carol merita sa fie protejate in adevaratul —Fe?rganisling the bUildngffunqtiOH‘}ill-
sens al cuvantului, nu doar scriptic. Acest deal al Bucurestiului spune v for optimum use (transforming the
. . o . o semi-basement into an area open to
povestea unor vii, a unor mahalale, a primei gari din Romaénia, a gradini- the public, partially intended for eco-
lor de vard gi, nu in ultimul rdnd, a unei industrii infloritoare din secolul nomic use — tea house —, and partially
al XIX-lea. In acest context, Casa Bosianu spune, la rindul sau, povestea for cultural events — multifunctional
. . cre s A . T room, ensuring pedestrian access di-
unui om si a politicilor sale, povestea inceputurilor meteorologiei si as- :
A . . 3 N 2 . rectly from the Carol Park, opening
tronomiei in Romania, povestea unei case aparute in vie. Ar fi pacat sa se the high attic to the public and using
piarda atatea povesti! it for summer events, bringing the li-
Reabilitarea Casei Bosianu este un prim pas ce trebuie luat in vederea brary at the high ground floor to cur-

o e . . Lo . rent standards, etc.);
salvgardarii acestor povesti urbane. Deschiderea acesteia catre public este )

a doua. A venit momentul in care bucurestenii sa inceapa sa isi aprecieze

B Foto 11. Degraddrila nivelul sarpantei
M Photo 11. Roof structure deteriorations
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W Fig. 2. Planuri
B Figure 2. Ground plans

— Implementing a promotion and main-
tenance programme (including the
Bosianu House in the local walking
routes, by linking it to the Filaret Rail-
way Station, the Power Plant, the Wolff
Plants, the Technical Museum, Xeno-
fon Street, the Suter Mansion, includ-
ing the Bosianu House in a Luigi LI-
PIZER route, similar to the BERINDEY
and Jean MONDA cultural routes, etc.,
hosting cultural events accessible to
the public, drawing up and imple-
menting maintenance guidelines, etc.).

The Filaret Area and the Carol Park Area
are worth protecting in reality and not only
on paper. This hill of Bucharest tells the sto-
ry of vineyards, of slums, of the first railway
station in Romania, of summer gardens and,

si sa igi respecte trecutul. Vizitarea Casei Bosianu ar deschide ochii oame-
nilor cu privire la arhitectura, la istoria Bucurestiului, la istoria Roméaniei
lui CUZA, la istoria astronomiei. O reabilitare corespunzatoare a acestei
cladiri este de dorit mai ales pentru monument in sine (stoparea degrada-
rilor fiind o conditie primara), insa impactul pe care aceasta interventie
l-ar putea avea la nivel local nu este de neglijat. Adevarata interventie o
transcende pe cea fizica, in situ, si se refera la punerea in valoare si inte-
grarea intr-un circuit cultural a obiectului studiului.
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M Fig. 3. Fatade
W Figure 3. Elevations
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last but not least, of a flourishing industry in
the 19" century. In this context, the Bosianu
House tells in its turn the story of a man and
of his policies, the story of the beginnings of
Romanian meteorology and astronomy, the
story of a house appearing in the vineyard.
It would be a pity to lose all of these stories!
The conservation of the Bosianu House is a
first step to take with a view to safeguard-
ing these urban stories. Opening it to the
public would be the second step. The time
has come for the inhabitants of Bucharest to
start praising and respecting their past. The
visit of the Bosianu House would open peo-
ple’s eyes on architecture, on the history of
Bucharest, on the history of Romania at the
time of the ruler Alexandru Ioan CUZA, on
the history of astronomy. The appropriate
consolidation of this building is desirable,
for the time being, for the building as such
(stopping the deteriorations is a primary
condition), but the impact of such an inter-
vention at a local level should not be over-
looked. The real intervention transcends the
on-site physical one, and refers to the en-
hancement and integration of the building
under study in a cultural circuit.
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B Fig. 4. Sectiuni
M Figure 4. Cross sections

10 2016/3



