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NOTE ON HOMO LEAKEYI HEBERER

b y  M. K r e t z o i

As a lread y  know n, G. H e b e r e r  estab lished  for L . S. B . L e a k e y ’s fam ous 
“ O lduvai 9”  ca lv aria  from  a 0.5 My M iddle P leistocene level in  th e  O lduvai 
G orge, T an zan ia  (L e a k e y  1961: 649— 50) th e  n am e H om o leakey i (H e b e r e r  
1963: 171— 177). U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  specific nam e g iven  h y  H e b e r e r  is p re ­
occupied b y  T. T . P a ter so n ’s H om o leakey i (P a ter so n  1940: 12— 15) founded  
fo r th e  K a n je ra  (K en y a) c ran ia l fragm en ts o f p ro b a b ly  L a te  P leistocene age, 
discovered b y  L. S. B . L e a k e y  (1932: 722).

The K an je ra  frag m en ts  are — inasm uch  com parab le  —  qu ite  d ifferen t from  
th e  O lduvai 9 ca lv aria  b o th  in  m orphology an d  age, as e lu c id a ted  by  num erous 
au th o rs  in  th e  la s t tw o  decares. A com parison  w ith  th e  c ran ia l fin d s referred  to  
H om o habilis L e a k e y , T obias an d  N a p ie r  (1964: 7— 9) seem s to  be su p er­
fluous tak in g  in  acco u n t th e  fu n d am en ta l d ifferences betw een  th e  “ archaic  
sap iens”  p a tte rn s  of th e  la t te r  and  th e  p rim itiv e  p a tte rn s  of O lduvai 9.

These fac ts  suggest to  recognise —  as H e b e r e r  —  th e  tax o n o m ic  (specific o f 
subspecific) d is tin c tn ess  o f th e  O lduvai 9 ca lvaria  an d  a t  th e  sam e tim e to  re ­
place th e  in va lid  (preoccupied) nam e H om o leakey i H eb erer nec H om o leakeyi 
P a te rso n  1940 b y  a n o th e r , n am ely  Homo ( P roanthropus) louisleakeyi n. nom. 
( ty p e : O lduvai H om in id  9).

T he subgeneric  n a m e  P ro a n th ro p u s  W ilser (W il s e r  1900: 551— 576) s tan d s  
in  place o f P ith e c a n th ro p u s  D ubois 1894 (ty p e : A n th ro p o p ith ecu s erectus 
D ubois 1892), p reoccup ied  b y  P ith e c a n th ro p u s  H aeckel 1866 (ty p e : P . alalus 
H aeckel 1866) g iven fo r  an  im ag in a ry  ancesto r of m an .

Fig. 1. C alvaria  o f (a ) „ P ith e c a n th ro p u s”  e rec tus (spec. I I .)  an d  (b) „H o m o  leakeyei”  ( ty p e )
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HOM O L E A K E Y I H E B E R E R  
(Ö sszefoglalás)

L . S. B. L e a k e y  1960-ban a tan z án ia i O lduvai Gorge I I .  sz in tjének  felső részén (k b . 0,5 m é) jó  
m e g ta rtá sú  hom in id  ag y k o p o n y át fe d ez e tt fel ( L e a k e y  1961; 649 —50), m ely e t G. H e b e r e r  
a já v a i ,  tr in ili  P ith ec a n th ro p u s  e rec tu s  (D ubois)-tó l H om o leakeyi új fa jn é v  a la t t  k ü lö n íte tt  el 
( H e b e r e r  1963; 171 — 177), nem  tu d v a , hogy  e név  p re o k k u p á lt (T . P a t e r s o n  a d ta  egy k an - 
je ra i  felsőpleisztocén le le tcso p o rtra  1940-ben). A tax o n á lis  e lk ü lö n ítés  in d o k o ltság a  szüksé­
gessé tesz i a  H eberer-féle  in v a lid  n év  p ó tlá sá t,  m ely célra a H om o (P ro a n th ro p u s)  louisleakeyi 
n .n o m . e lnevezést veze tem  be (típ u s : „O ld u v a i H o m in id ”  9). Az a lnem i név  a sz in tén  p reo k k u ­
p á lt  P ith ec a n th ro p u s  D ubois n ev e t p ó tló  W ilser-féle elnevezés.
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