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CHOSEN PATH
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The form  o f the new  w orld  begins to  assum e an 
increasingly  clearer shape, and  during this process 
the p eop les  o f the d ifferen t Continents have separated  

into tw o cam ps to  take part in  the gigantic struggle on  the 
outcom e o f w hich depends their fate fo r  the n ext f ifty  or 
a hundred years. On w hich  side does B ulgaria  stan d ? In 
w hat d irection  does the B ulgarian  nation  p rogress? W h at 
are the sentim ents that fill the hearts o f the B u lgars? and 
what a re  the op in ions o f the leading B ulgarian  statesm en 
w h o have undertaken the arduous task o f steering the country 
tow ards a h app ier fu tu re? B e fore  answ ering these questions, 
w e m ust cast a glance back  in to  the past, fo r  by  exam ining 
the B ulgaria  o f yesterday  w e shall have a  c lea rer  u n der­
standing o f the situation o f the cou n try  today .

Let m e reca ll the speech  m ade in  1929 by D r. N icholas 
M inkoff, a leading representative o f  the p ost-w a r you th  o f 
B ulgaria  and  a m em ber o f  the present G overnm ent P arty . 
In that speech , m ade on  the tenth anniversary o f the signing 
o f the T reaty  o f  N euilly , D r. M in k off said:

“ In the w ar o f 1914— 1918 fou r States —  G erm any, the 
A ustro-H ungarian  M onarchy, B ulgaria  and T u rkey  —  w ere 
fighting pra ctica lly  against the w hole  w orld . M illions and  
m illions o f  sold iers representing e very  race under the sun, 
w ere throw n in to  battle against that a llian ce  o f  fou r nations; 
but their fron t rem ained unbroken. A ll  the m ight and w ealth  
o f the C ontinents becam e a w eapon  d irected  against the 
Central P ow ers ; and yet it seem ed that v ic to ry  w ou ld  be 
theirs. T im e passed  and  the military succeses of the German, 
Austrian, Hungarian, Bulgarian and Turkish armies were 
made of no avail by the fact that the material resources of 
those countries were exhausted. The possibilities o f v ictory
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fo r  either side w ere equalized . A  hard struggle began and 
the hope o f p eace  becam e m ore  and  m ore rem ote.

"S om ething w ou ld  have to  happen  to  tip the balance in 
favou r o f one side or  the other. It was the en try  into the 
w ar o f the U nited States o f  A m erica , the sw ord  o f A m erica  
throw n into the scales, that m ade the balance trem ble, but 
not to  any decisive extent. A m erica , w ith a ll her dollars, 
was not w eighty enough to  upset the equilibrium  until to 
the sw ord  and go ld  o f the U nited  States President Wilson 
added the olive branch of the hope of peace. Then, indeed, 
the scales turned —  in favour of the other side. The Bulgarian 
sold iers, w h o b y  their brave deeds and  m ilitary prow ess had 
enriched h istory w ith m any glorious pages, w ere now  thrown 
into p erp lex ity  by  P residen t W ilson 's  prom ise that the 
w ishes o f the p eop les  should and w ou ld  be respected , and 
that every  nation w ou ld  have the right o f  self-determ ination . 
W h y, they began to  ask, should w e continue to fight, if we 
can  ach ieve our aims w ithout a rm s? W h at fo llow ed  is w ell 
know n to a ll: Bulgaria and her comrades-in-arms, Germany, 
Austria-Hungary and Turkey, lost the war, although they 
had not been defeated in battle.”

Then cam e V ersailles , Trianon  and N euilly. After the 
war very hard times visited Bulgaria, The T reaty  o f N euilly 
p lunged  the cou n try  into  financial a n d  econ om ic distress, 
and  greatly  w eakened  its m ilitary and  d ip lom atic strength. 
K ing B oris and the various G overnm ents that su cceeded  one 
another in  S ofia  during the n ext tw enty years m ade every  
en deavou r to  avoid  the p itfa lls  dug fo r  Bulgaria  by  her 
neighbours, to  m aintain internal equilibrium , and  to  preserve 
in  the soul o f the B ulgarian  p eop le  the h ope that sooner 
or  la ter fa irer days w ou ld  daw n fo r  their country. The task 
was o ften  a  very  d ifficu lt one, especia lly  when the adjacent 
States openly sought a quarrel with Bulgaria, or when 
Bulgarian statesmen were subjected to pressure from all 
sides. B ut the hard tim es fo llow in g  the w ar acm e to  an  end 
at last, and 1940 brought the first foretaste o f jo y : the 
restoration  o f the southern part o f  the D obru d ja .

Som e m onths p assed ; then a  yea r  ago, on  1st M arch 
1941, B ulgaria  solem nly signed the Three P ov /er P a ct at the 
B elvedere  P a lace  in V ienna. N ext day the Bulgarian Prem ier,
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Professor Filoff, made the following announcement to the 
Sofia Parliament:

“When the Axis Powers took the initial steps towards 
a solution of the problem of Southern Dobrudja, they not 
only won the deep gratitude of the Bulgarian people, but 
also gave proof of their determination to create a more 
equitable situation in Europe. In view of this historical fact 
Bulgaria sees in the Pact concluded by Germany, Italy and 
Japan a political instrument the aim of which is to ensure 
to the different nations justice and the possibility of peaceful 
development. Imbued with a desire to contribute as far as 
she can to the realization of these great aims, Bulgaria has 
joined the Three Power Pact."

W ith  this B ulgaria 's attitude tow ards the belligerents 
has been  decided , and she has defin itely  taken sides in the 
great con flict. A lth ou gh  the country has not yet taken part 
in the fighting, she stands arm ed and read y  fo r  a ll co n ­
tingencies, as she must, if she is to  m aintain her prestige in 
the eyes o f certain  o f her neighbours.

The G erm an lightning w ar in the Balkans, w hich en ded  
in the co llap se  o f Y ugoslavia  and the surrender o f G reece, 
began on 6th A p r il 1941. W ith in  tw o weeks o f that date the 
B ulgarian troops began to  re -occu p y  the liberated areas —  
Macedonia, Thrace and Morovia. T od a y  this aggrandized 
country (the in portan ce o f w hich  lies perhaps less in its 
extent than in its geo -p o litica l and strategic situation) has 
attained to the rank o f a  m edium sized P ow er, and is preparing 
to  p la y  a ro le  o f  the first m agnitude in the future life  o f 
Europe.

The area o f B ulgaria a fter  it had been  m utilated under 
the T reaty  o f  N euilly  b y  the victors o f  the last w ar was 
103.000 square kilom etres, w ith a  popu lation  o f 6.500.000 
souls. W ith  the restoration  o f Southern D ob ru d je  (7696 sq. 
lc. s. and 1.400.000 sou ls), M acedon ia  and M orovia  (27.000 
sq. k. s. and 1.400.000 sou ls), and  T h race (14.000 sq. k. 
and  150.000 souls) the area  o f Bulgaria is n ow  152.000 
square kilom etres, with a  popu lation  o f 9.000.000.

The Bulgarians are happy. In the years 1940— 1941 they 
w itnessed the realization  o f  the national idea ls  for  w hich 
they had striven for m ore  than sity  years. Their jo y  over
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the restoration  o f  the areas w rested  from  B ulgaria  by the 
T reaty  o f N euilly  w as a ll the greater because those parts 
returned to  the m othercountry w ithout the sacrifice  o f a 
single Bulgarian  sold ier.

The various Governments that succeeded one another 
in Bulgaria during the past twenty years always pursued a 
revisionist policy. It is true that their m ethods d iffered , but 
the aim  was a lw ays the sam e: a struggle against the burden 
o f the T reaty  o f N euilly . P ro o f that this was so is a fford ed  
b y  the fact that none o f B ulgaria 's statesm en, w hatever his 
p o litica l o r  id eo log ica l standpoints m ay have been, w ou ld  
ever agree to  B u lgaria 's  join ing the B alkan A llian ce . This 
in  itself show s that they refused  to  a ccep t the situation 
created  by the P ea ce  E dicts.

S o  far B ulgaria 's arm y, m odern ized  and augm ented in 
keeping w ith the cou n try 's  present circum stances, has not 
taken active part in  the war. This intact arm y, the strength 
o f w hich grow s from  day to  day, is a guarantee to  the A x is  
against a n y  unpleasant surprise from  the d irection  o f  the 
B lack  Sea or  —  m ore lik ely  still —  from  the south, fo r  in 
either case B ulgarian  bayonets, tanks and  aeroplanes w ou ld  
be there to  a ct as a  check. I am con vin ced  that the task 
assigned to  the Bulgarian  arm y is w ell know n to  other 
countries, friends and  foes alike.

W h en  w e speak o f the B ulgarian arm y, w e a lw ays 
involuntarily  think o f  Turkey . W h y ?  T here a re  several 
reasons w hy w e should  d o  so.

A year ago an agreement was concluded between Bulgaria 
and Turkey in which it was expressly stated that the 
unshakable foundation of the two Governments’ foreign policy 
was that both parties would refrain from any act of 
aggression.

H itherto T u rkey  and B ulgaria  have m anaged to  rem ain 
on  frien d ly  term s. B oth  countries are very  carefu l not to  give 
any cause fo r  unrest, and T u rkey  has stated that she does 
not fee l threatened in a n y  w ay  b y  B ulgaria. We have every 
reason to hope that this state of matters will continue, but 
it is the opin ion  o f p o litica l circles  in  S o fia  that Turkish 
statesm en m ust a lso be carefu l to  avoid  taking any m istaken 
steps.
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The m isfortunes that overtook  the B ulgarian  p eop le  a fter  
the w ar o f 1914— 1918 w ere as num erous as they w ere great. 
The P eace  T reaty  o f N euilly  tore  the h istorical B ulgarian 
frontiers asunder, im posed  heavy burdens on the econ om ic 
life  o f the cou n try  and, to  crow n  all, d isarm ed the B ulgarian 
arm y. D isappointm ent, lost hopes and a hard life  disturbed 
the m ental equilibrium  o f  m any Bulgarians an d  facilitated  
the spread  o f Com m unistic ideas, esp ec ia lly  am ong the 
w orking m asses. Bulgaria  has a lw ays been  a favourite 
hunting-ground for  the T h ird  International, but the peasantry 
o f  the country, w ho form  about 8 5 %  o f the tota l population , 
have a lw ays rem ained ind ifferen t to  Com m unism , an d  in 
D ecem ber 1941 P rem ier F ilo ff  o ffic ia lly  announced that 
B ulgaria  had jo in ed  the A nti-C om m intern  P act. The vast 
m a jority  o f  Bulgarians a re  peasants and  sm all farm ers in  
w hom  the sense o f  p rop erty  is so  h igh ly d eve lop ed  that it 
is the m ainspring o f  a ll their activities. This is the reason 
why the Bulgarian people have always remained unaffected 
by Communist propaganda, and why the Bulgarian Govern­
ment has struggled and will continue to struggle against 
Communistic activities.

W o rd s  have been  fo llo w e d  by  deeds. Som e m onths ago 
the p o lice  and m ilitary authorities took  over the G ov ern ­
m ent's relentless struggle against B ulgarian  Com m unist 
agitators. About one hundred death sentences were executed 
for crimes endangering the security of the State; and this 
has resulted in a reduction to the minimum of Communistic 
activity. The S oviet ra d io  continues its p ropagan da  b roa d ­
casts in  the B ulgarian language, ca lling  upon  the p eop le  o f 
B ulgaria  to  fight fo r  Panslav ideals, but the results are far 
from  encouraging fo r  the Soviet. For, it has been stated in 
Sofia that the Bulgarians will not allow themselves to be led 
astray by this propaganda, because they are well aware that 
Panslavism, which the Bolshevists would like to use as an 
instrument of defence and attack, is nothing but one facet 
of a racial theory that is not compatible with the international 
ideas of Communism.

S in c e  1 9 3 4  t h e r e  a r e  n o  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  in  B u l g a r i a ,  

f o r  t h e  s i m p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a ll  d i s i n t e g r a t e d .  W ith  
the excep tion  o f a very  sm all m inority representing w hat
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m ay be described  as an  O pposition , a ll the m em bers o f the 
“ S obran ie" are supporters o f the G overnm ent's p olicy . The 
m em bers o f this O pposition  are m ostly men w ho w ere 
leaders o f the o ld  Parties, or w h o p la yed  som e role  in the 
o ld  politica l life  o f the country and are still advocates of 
a  return to P arty  politics. Seeing, how ever, that the questions 
at issue are questions o f national p olicy , the O pposition  has 
agreed  to  lend  its support to  the o fficia l policy .

Last year the organization o f the youth  o f B ulgaria was 
begun on  a  general scale. In the past the creative force  o f 
youth  was not p rop erly  exp lo ited  to the exten t now  dem anded 
b y  the present abnorm al circum stances. The organization 
goes by the nam e o f the “ B rannik", and its m em bers are 
recruited from  the schools —  boys and girls alike. The 
number of its members at present is 40.000, but this is merely 
a beginning. This yea r the organization  o f young p eop le  w ho 
have le ft sch ool is to  begin, and  by m eans o f a new  law  full 
provision  w ill p robab ly  be m ade fo r  the organization o f all 
the youth  o f Bulgaria. A  h appy idea  that has been productive 
o f exce llen t results was that the “ B rannik”  groups should 
take part in agricultural w ork  in the sum m er m onths and 
h elp  peasants w h o w ere unable to  find enough labourers, or 
d o  som e other kind o f com m unity w ork.

A fte r  several m onths o f  a strenuous w ork  o f organization 
conditions in the restored  areas —  first in  the D obrudja , 
then in  Thrace, M acedon ia  and  M orov ia  —  becam e entirely 
norm al. W ith in  the present frontiers o f Bulgaria life is 
p roceed in g  in an  ord er ly  fashion. E verything in  the spheres 
o f econom y, culture, adm inistration and social w elfare, as 
w ell as in the arm y, has been unified. N aturally  the new ly 
restored  areas require special attention. T h ey  are receiving 
it, and the various departm ents o f  the M inistries have been 
assigned specia l tasks in connection  with the D obrudja , 
M acedonia , T h race and M orovia .

Bulgarian economic life has been able to cope with the 
situation created by the war, so that the country may be said 
to be sound economically. C ertain m a jor  and m inor d ifficu lties 
w ith w hich som e branches o f econ om y have to  contend, d o  
not con trad ict this statement.
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