
P O L I T I C A L  M O S A I C

BRITISH OPINIONS ON THE CZECH QUESTION 
J . L. G a rvin :

(The Observer, June 19.)
The Czech Government has agreed that no plan consistent 

with the integrity of the mixed Republic shall be excluded from 
negotiation. The claims of Herr Henlein's party for the largest 
possible autonomy are admitted to discussion as well as the 
proposals of President Benesh and Dr. Hodza for sub-autonomy. 
Acknowledging past errors, the Czechs are ready for concessions 
on what may be called County Council lines giving more secu­
rity to the Germans in respect of language, schools, and official 
appointments in their own districts and other local affairs.

These "cultural concessions” will not suffice even for an 
experimental adjustment and temporary truce. The German 
demand for the complete administrative self-government of the 
Sudeten lands bordering the Reich will not be surrendered in 
principle. Between that claim and the "cultural concessions,” 
with subordinate local institutions, as contemplated by the 
Czechs, some advanced plan of compromise will have to be 
found, and the possibilities in this sense should be discussed as 
frankly between London and Berlin as between London and 
Prague.

There is no danger of war in Central Europe on Germany's 
wanton initiative. W e make this statement despite the unscrupu­
lous assertions to the contrary fabricated daily by Communist 
agencies, and spread by their credulous helpers. The only 
danger— springing partly from natural fear and partly from 
defiance based on the presumption of British aid at a pinch in 
addition to Russian and French— is the continued insistence of 
the Czechs on increased military measures for the purposes both 
of domestic and external policy.

T he T im es, June 14:

“It was one of the mistakes of the Peace Treaties that, 
though the principle of self-determination was much in evidence 
in Paris, the wishes of the Germans in Bohemia as of their
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fellows is Austria were never consulted; or, in so far as by their 
self-organized efforts those wishes found some expression, they 
were harshly brushed aside. What remain® to be done is to 
rectify the error of 1919, and to allow the Sudeten Germans 
peacefully to express their own views as to their future. Self- 
determination is a principle upheld by the makers of the Peace 
Treaties, by the League of Nations, and now by the Germans of 
the Reich, who ask it on behalf of their kinsmen in Czecho­
slovakia. It is of course perfectly true that power politics may 
drive principles into the background and put national aggrandi­
sement before everything. But in this case all the countries 
concerned are party responsible for the present impasse, and 
all of them should now combine to find a settlement which can 
only be durable if it coincides with the wishes of the population 
immediately concerned." *

The London correspondent of the "Pesti Hirlap" recenty had 
a conversation with Sir Robert Gower, leader of the Pro-Hungary 
group in the British Parliament, the gist of which was published 
in the July 7th issue of that newspaper. Sir Robert Gower said 
that the way the Central European negotiations had kept dragging 
on during the past weeks was a source of the deepest anxiety to 
him. For the present the States of the Little Entente —  he con­
tinued —  showed no signs of desiring to solve the problem of 
Hungary’s rightful demands in a really peaceful way. During this 
time he had had numerous conversations with leading men in 
British politics, and they had come to the conclusion that they 
would be compelled to bring the Hungarian question up anew 
in the House of Commons and recommend it to the Prime Min­
ister’s consideration. Today the most burning problem in the 
Danube Valley was undoubtedly Czecho-Slovakia, that is to say 
the situation of the minorities in that country. All the same, the 
solution of the minority problem would not solve the question 
of the Danube Valley. He was still firmly convinced, and main­
tained the opinion, that no peace in the Danube Valley was pos­
sible until the areas inhabited by Hungarians had been restored 
to the mother-country. Sir Robert hoped that Prague realized this, 
for there were but few in Great Britain, nay in Europe, who 
did not know that the injustices of Trianon must disappear from 
the map of Europe, just as all the injustices of Versailles had 
been done away with. The Czech Government's plan would have 
been very welcome had it been realized quickly. It was beyond 
comprehension why negotiations were lasting so long. Were 
Prague really willing in good earnest to solve the situation, it 
could be done in a few days. The Government in Prague v/ould 
be doing a great service to the cause of peace if they ceased to 
prolong negotiations and show reluctance to solve the problems 
and if, at the same time, they would give Hungary encouragement
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to believe that no obstacles would be put in the way of an 
equitable settlement of the territorial question.

*

Major Procter, M. P. (Con.), in an interview with the Lon­
don Correspondent of the "Pesti Hirlap”, said that the continual 
postponement of the solution of the nationality problem of 
Czecho-Slovakia led him to conclude that the Czech Government 
had misunderstood the advice and warning of London and Paris. 
Now this misinterpretation m igh h ave v e r y  seriou s con seq u en ces. 
Those advocates of peaceful sympathy who had tried to make the 
attitude of the Czech Government comprehensible in Great 
Britain, were completely at a loss to understand the reckless 
superiority with which Prague was endeavouring toprocrastinate 
the discussion of the nationality question. Major Procter did not 
know what information the British Government had received from 
Prague as to the progress of the negotiations; but the recent Note 
urging matters proved that neiher Great Britain nor France was 
in the very least satisfied. There was no calculating what might 
happen in Czecho-Slovakia, if the authorities failed to conclude 
with the non-Czech nationalities an equitable agreement. One 
thing was however indubitable: Prague was not likely to have 
another favourable opportunity of the kind to adjust the nati­
onality matters within the frontiers of the Czecho-Slovak State. 
Should next week too pass without there being any re-assuring 
report fom Prague respecting the adjustment of the situation of 
the Hungarian minorities, Major Procter said he would immedia­
tely put an urgent question to the Prime Minister begging for 
the energetic intervention of the British Government in view of 
the incalculable danger latent in a further postponement of the 
solution of the question,

*
Mr. Victor Cazelet, M. P., member of the Foreign Affairs 

Committee, speaking to the correspondent of the "Pesti Hirlap" 
made the following statement:

With their deeds, speeches and plans Hungary's new Prime 
Minister and his Government with one stroke won the confidence 
and sympathy of all civilized nations, British public opinion is 
fully aware of the difficulties with which Premier Imredy has to 
contend. In critical times a Constitutional regime finds it very 
hard to fight against extremists, whether their demands are na­
tional or of an economic nature. Nevertheless Mr. Cazalet was 
fully convinced that Premier Imredy would not only maintain 
constitutional order in Hungary, but, by insuring the continuity of
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a thousand-year old system, would also play a vital role in con­
solidating peace in Europe.

As everybody now knew the cause of the present European 
crisis lay in the Paris Peace Treaties. Economic troubles would 
cease, were the intolerable conditions imposed on Europe by the 
Peace Treaties righted by means of an equitable readjustment. 
The sense of insecurity arising from this was growing steadity 
worse, and it would seem that even the most gigantic and rapid 
scale of armaments was powerless to insure peace in Europe and 
the world. Sooner or later all rationally minded statesmen would 
be forced to realize that parallel with armaments we needed a 
constructive international policy which by its realism would win 
the confidence of all the nations. Armaments alone, on how­
ever great a scale, would not be sufficient to save our civili­
sation and guarantee peace, unless at the same time efforts were 
made to imbue the souls of men with a spirit conducive to co­
operation. It was time to devise a technique of peaceful and 
constructive national development that would restore a feeling 
of security among the nations. Should efforts in that direction be 
long delayed, another world war was inevitable.

Nowadays two questions gave rise every now and then to 
exceedingly strained relations between the several European Great 
Powers. The one was the Spanish question, the other the Central 
European situation created by the problems of the nationalities 
in Czecho-Slovakia. From the tenor of the pourparlers in Prague 
Mr. Cazalet gathered the impression that Czecho-Slovakia would 
seize this opportunity of coming to terms with Hungary. In his 
opinion, never since the Peace Treaties were concluded had there 
been so good an opportunity for this as now, when an agree­
ment was so greatly to the interst of both countries.

No lasting peace between Czecho-Slovakia and Hungary was 
conceivable unless a fair readjustment of the frontiers in Hun­
gary’s favour took place.

Mr. Cazalet was convinced that those two countries could 
implicitly rely on Great Britain to act as intermediary, if re­
quested to do so. Both of them trusted Britain. During the past 
weeks the British Government had given proof, precisely in con­
nection with the Sudeta German crisis, that its influence in 
Europe was again very strong. Great Britain was interested in 
one thing alone, in peace, and expected Prague to fulfil the right­
ful demands of the Sudeta Germans, just as she expected Berlin 
to refrain from violence. The possibility of eliminating the dif­
ferences between Hungary and Czecho-Slovakia was forthcoming. 
Europe's leading statesmen knew today that Hungary had a great
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vocation to fulfil, but that country would be able to insure its 
existence, which it had preserved during a thousand years of 
succesful struggle, only if it managed to maintain its independence 
in the future. —  y  —

W H E N  W I L L  T H E  P R O C R A S T I N A T I N G  T A C T I C S  O F  T H E
C Z E C H S  C E A S E ?

Budapest, 30th June 1938.

T he excitin g  parish electio n s are o v e r ; but the N a tion a lity  
S tatute (C h a rter) p ro m ised  m on th s ago b y  the C ze ch o -S lo v a k  
G o vern m en t has n ot been  m ade p ublic. T h e n egotiation s and d is ­
cu ssions carried  on  on  J u n e 23rd . w ith  the S ud eta  G erm an  
P a rty  and on J un e 29th . w ith  the U n ited  H ungarian P a rty  and  
M .W o l f ,  the P olish  D e p u ty , fo llo w e d  on J un e 30th . b y  the p ou rp a r­
lers betw een  P rem ier  H o d z a  and the rep resen ta tives  o f  the  
R uthenian branch o f the U n ited  Hungarian P a rty , h ave n ot a d ­
vanced  m atters b e y o n d  the m e r e ly  in form a tive sta ge. T h e  G o ­
vern m en t has in d eed  p ro m ised  that it w ill su bm it the D ra ft  
N a tion a lity  S tatute to  the N a tion a l A s s e m b ly  on J u ly  15th .; but 
after the d epressin g  ex p erien ces  o f  the past the public opinion  
o f  the n on -C zech  nationalities is n ot in the lea st con vin ced  that 
this la test p rom ise w ill be a ctua lly kept.

T he circu m stance that the M a y  m obilisa tion  —  w hich inflic­
ted  fresh  seriou s charges on a p opu la tion  a lrea d y groaning  
beneath the h ea vy  w eigh t o f  ex istin g  ta x es  —  d id  not lea d  to  
a catastroph e, has im m ea su rably enhanced the self-im p o rta n ce  o f  
the C zech s. In  contrast to the attitude a d o p ted  b y  them  in the 
ea rly spring, th e y  are on ce m o re  beginning to rid e the high h orse  
in their treatm en t o f the n o n -C zech  nationa lities; and in d eed , 
according to a b so lu tely  tru stw orth y in form ation  receiv ed , in a 
certain large tow n in the Z ip ser  d istrict o f  S lovak ia  the loca l  
rep resen ta tive  o f the C zech  parties at a m eeting  o p e n ly  d ecla red  
that the m o st suitable solu tion  o f the n ationality qu estion  w ou ld  
have been  —  to  m urder the n ationa lity citizen s. N o  d ou b t this 
in solen t attitude is  en cou ra ged  b y  the circu m stance that the  
C zech  p ress d o e s  n ot take the sligh test trou ble to  enlighten  its 
rea d ers as to the seriou s character o f the situation , but con ten ts  
itself w ith p o oh -p o o h in g  the n ationality p roblem .

T h e abuse o f their a u th ority b y  th ose in p o w er  has co n ­
tinued to be the ord er o f  the d a y , and the cyn icism  w hich from  
the v e r y  ou tset has ch ara cterized  the beha viou r o f th e authorities  
tow a rd s the nationalities is, if p o ssib le , m ore in ev id en ce  than 
ever . T hus, to m ention  but on e  instance, w hen the U n ited  H u n ­
garian P a rty  arranged to h old  a Hungarian D a y  in B ereg sza sz  
(B e r e h o v o )  on 19th June, the authorities forb a d e them  to d o  so  
on the p r e te x t that sin ce all the villa ges w ere  m aking prepa ra ­
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tions to attend it in large n um bers, no one w ou ld  be left at h om e  
to p reven t th efts and fires. I t  w a s ju st an en dless series o f  
sim ilarly stu pid  and annoying m easures that m ade the m inority  
inhabitants lo se  all con fid en ce in the authorities. Sadder still is 
the fact that the C zech s speak o f their m in ority fe llo w -c itizen s  
w ith a hatred th ey  are at less and less  pains to  disguise.

U n d er such circum stances C zech  public opinion  is not in 
the least con vin ced  that, —  as p oin ted  out recen tly  again b y  the 
warning articles o f the leading B ritish  and F rench  papers, the 
"T im e s ”  and “ L e  T e m p s” —  the C zech  nation has to m ake  
sa crifices. T h e im pression  obtain ed  is on the con trary that p eo p le  

in P rague are continuing to tem p o rise  and endeavouring b y  half­
con cession s to throw  dust in the e y e s  o f  the n on -C zech  nationa­
lities  and of the w orld  at large.

F ro m  cazual rep orts in the C zech  P ress  it m a y be gathered, 
n am ely, that the nationality “ re fo rm s“  are con tem pla ted  in the 
fo rm  o f the fo llow in g  B ills : 1. a N o v e l  su pplem en tin g the Langu­
age A c t ;  2 . an A m en d m en t o f the A dm in istration  A c t  o f 1937 ; 
3 . a B ill prohibiting denationalization  and 4. a B ill providing  
that the nationalities shall e n jo y  a p roportion a te share o f public  
p o sts , etc. It is said that the N o v e l su pplem en tin g the Language 
A c t  o f 1920 is to red uce the percentage o f m in ority inhabitants 
requ ired  in a district to en title  them  to the use o f their ow n  
tongue from  20  to 10 per cent. S h ou ld  this plan be carried out, 
the Hungarians w o u ld  regain their language rights in places  
w h ere, thanks to the m achinations o f the C zezch  C en su s and the  
anti-H ungarian re-organisation  o f the d istricts, th ey lost them  
after 1920, but it w o u ld  sig n ify  no im p rovem en t on the state o f  
affairs prior to 1920. T h e  A m en d m en t o f the A dm inistration  A c t  
o f 1927 w ou ld  perhaps exten d  the sp h ere o f  authority o f p ro ­
vincial self-g overn m en t, but w o u ld  neither grant national auto­
n o m y  to the S udeta  G erm an s and P o les , nor secu re to Slovakia  
and R uthenia the a u ton om y guaranted in the P ittsburgh C on ven ­
tion and the S t. G erm ain M in o rity  T rea ty  resp ec tiv ely . A n  A c t  
prohibiting denationalization  —  w hich in a ny case is forbidden  
b y  the C on stitu tion  o f 1921  —  and a p rop ortion a te  share o f  public  
p o sts , etc. fo r  the nationalities, w o u ld  certa in ly be w elcom e  
m easures, but are o n ly  qu estion s o f d etails far rem o ved  from  the 
c o re  o f  the p roblem .

F o r  the g ist o f the p roblem  is that the C zech o -S lo v a k  R ep u b ­
lic m ust abandon the fiction  o f a national S tate and accept the 
rea lity  that it is a nationality on e, and on this basis m ust recogn ize  
the legal corp ora ten ess o f  the nationalities as such and invest 
them  wich national a u ton om y based  on this or on territorial 
principles. T h e eventual ex ten sion  o f the rights o f the invidual 
w h ere single m in ority citizens are con cern ed  w ou ld  n ot help  
m uch in the p resen t situation. As, h ow ever, the granting o f natio­
nality autonom ies n ecessa rily  in vo lves  the alteration o f the
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C on stitu tion  o f  1920, no solu tion  o f  the nationality p ro blem  is 
con ceiva b le  w ith ou t such a step  being taken. T he less  so  since  
the p resen t C on stitu tion  w a s fra m ed  w ith ou t the co -o p era tio n  o f  
the nationalities. T his being the case, th ey  are c o m p elled  to  
regard  it as a C on stitu tion  fo is te d  upon  them , and cannot con sid er  
the C on stitu tion a l arrangem ents o f  the R ep u blic  as d em ocratic  
until th ey  h ave a sa y  in them .

L ast t ta p p e  o f  P arish  E lection s.

The last series of parish elections were held on June 12th.; 
the results did not however bring about any change in the situa­
tion created by the elections of the two previous Sundays. In the 
German districts of the historical provinces the Henlein Party 
on this occasion too obtained roughly 90% of the number of 
votes. On the Czech side the parties of the Extreme Right have 
crumbled away, the electorate having decidedly shown a shifting 
towards the Left and the Communists having gained ground ma­
terially. This latter fact points to the Czechs regarding Moscow 
as their only hope in international politics and in internal politics 
too, showing a more and more decided preference for the 
principles of Bolshevism. A  striking phenomenon is the conside­
rable increase in the number of Czech voters in the Sudeta 
German districts —  a phenomenon to be explained by the 
circumstance that since 1931. too there has been an unbroken conti­
nuation of the forced immigration into those districts of Czech of­
ficials accompained by an equaly artificial influx of Czech 
artisans into the German towns and villages.

In Slovakia —  a province wrested from Hungary —  the 
remarkable headway made by the United Magyar (Hungarian) 
Party on the present occasion was more strikingly in evidence 
than before. In 160 of the 535 parishes with Magyar majorities 
in which the election were held on June 12th the only party 
represented by candidates was the United Magyar Party, In 92 
of the 112 Hungarian villages in Eastern Slovakia the Party 
obtained an absolute majority; and it headed the list in the other 
villages too. The character of the success attained by the Party 
in Western and Central Slovakia is shown clearly by the follo­
wing data; In the Parkany hundred the United Magyar Party 
secured more than 75% and in the Feles hundred more than 60% 
of the total number of votes. In one of the largest Hungarian 
towns of Western Slovakia —  in Komarom —  the Party has 
secured 21 seats as against 12 seats previously. In numerous Hun­
garian villages —  e. g. in Ipolykeszi, Kisujfalu, Palast, Apaca- 
szaikalas, Ipolybel, Elek, Fuss, Kosuti, Tallos, Csata, Kolozsnema, 
Orsujfalu, Turiszakalas and Kisker —  the number of seats 
obtained by the Hungarians has doubled; while in Kajal and 
Keszegfalva that number has trebled; and in the village of Torna
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it has actually risen to four times what it was previously. The 
headway made by the Party has been made at the expense, 
partly of the Communists, and partly of the Czech Agrarians and 
Social Democrats, who have lost ground enormously. In the 
35 villages of the Kiralyhelmec hundred, for instance, the United 
Hungarian (Magyar) Party secured 2848 more votes that at the 
1925 parliamentary elections; whereas the Czech Agrarian Party 
lost 1438, the Communist Party 801, and the Czech Social Democ­
rat Party 79 votes. These latter parties wormed their way into 
the Hungarian villages originally under the cloke of interna­
tionalism and "class interest" respectively; but the events of 
recent weeks have added such fuel to the fire of national feeling 
that the parties in question have been practically swept out of 
existence in the Hungarian villages.

Another instructive result of these elections is the very con­
siderable discrepancy between the data of the 1930 Census and 
the number of votes secured by the United Magyar Party —  a 
discrepancy strikingly in favour of the latter. In Jolsva, for 
instance, according to the latest Census data the Magyars rep­
resent only 7.43% of the population; whereas the votes cast for 
the Hungarian Party at the elections represented 56.6% of the 
total number of electors. The respective data relating to Rozsnyo 
are 50.6% (Census) and 56.4% (votes cast by Hungarian Party) 
respectively. Cases of the kind could be added ad lib. It would 
seem, therefore, either that the data of the Czecho-Slovak Census 
are false or that Slovaks too voted for the United Magyar Party, 
T ertiu m  non  datur.

Not only the United Hungarian (Magyar) Party, but also the 
Slovak People's (Hlinka) Party, which is co-operating with it in 
the struggle for autonomy, has achieved very significant results. 
The number of votes secured by the Party shows an average 
advance of 10%. In any case it is the strongest of the Slovak 
parties; and in all probability it is supported by the whole Slovak 
people. This circumstance requires to be stressed with particular 
emphasis in view of the fact that Czech propaganda has left no 
stone untamed to discount the great success achieved by the 
Party, and indeed actually goes so far as to deny that success. 
In answer to this it will suffice to refer to the fact that in 
Pozsony —  the Capital of Slovakia —  the Party this year obtain­
ed 8133 votes as against 5660 in 1935 and actually doubled the 
number of seats secured at the previous parish (municipal) elec­
tions. At Zsolna —  that rapidly developing town of Slovakia —  
the Party now holds 13 seats, as against the 7 seats held 
previously.

The results of the elections at Pozsony are in other respects 
too exceptionally instructive. The United Hungarian Party and its 
ally, the German Christian Socialist Party, polled a slightly 
larger number of votes; while Henlein secured 13.283 votes as
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against 5967 at the 1935 elections. As contrasted with the advance 
made by the three autonomist parties (Henlein, Hungarian and 
Hlinka Parties), the Czech Government parties lost some 600 
votes, while the number of votes polled by the Communists 
actually fell from 5255 to 2856, they obtaining only 2 seats as against 
the 8 previously held by them. The victory of the autonomist 
parties was therefore scored at the expense of the Communists. 
The most gratifying moment of the Slovakia elections is indeed 
the circumstance that the autonomist parties made considerable 
headway at the expense of Bolshevism, whereas in the so-called 
"historical" provinces —  as we have seen —  the Czech agencies 
of Moscow secured very significant successes.

The results of the elections were a source of unspeakable 
joy to the native population of the capital of Slovakia. When 
they became public, Magyars, Slovaks and Germans fell upon 
one another's necks and crowds of them demonstrated before 
the offices of the United Hungarian Party, Hlinka’s Party and 
Henlein's Party. The two latter Parties, as well as the ally of the 
United Hungarian Party, the German Christian Socialist Party, 
took measures to obtain legal redress for the various abuses of 
which the authorities were guilty. The most striking of these was 
that the names of thousands of minority electors had been omit­
ted from the elctors' lists. A  fair election would have secured 
the Autonomist Parties greater victory than even the splendid 
results quoted above.

C on ten ts o f S ud eta  G erm an M em ora n d u m .

According to the “Deutscher Nachrichtendienst" the funda­
mental principles underlying the memorandum submitted to 
the Government by the Sudeta German Party, which, together 
with the Minority Statute, has been accepted as the basis of 
negotiations, are as follows:

The national groups shall be entitled to elect their own na­
tional representatives and form their own national governments. 
Legislative power shall be in the hands, partly of the common 
legislative body (i. e. of a joint national assembly) and partly —  
in so far as the matters in question concern any of the national 
groups —  in those of the national legislative bodies. To the sphere 
of authority of these national legislative bodies would, namely, 
belong matters concerning public welfare, public hygiene, buil­
ding, housing, self-governing bodies, district and parish affairs, 
including the village police and certain questions of taxation 
pertaining to self-government.

To the sphere of authority of the central legislative body in 
Prague would be left matters pertaining to common finance and
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common defence, as well as the executive power of the State 
(gendarmerie, etc.) and the direction of the State's foreign 
policy. The national governments would be called “directories". 
Their presidents would be elected from among the members of 
the national legislative bodies and would be members of the 
joint government. The authority of a directory would extend to 
all persons belonging to the nationality in question, irrespective 
of whether the said persons were living in areas inhabited by 
that nationality or not.

T h e H ungarian P a rty  D em a n ds N ational S e lf-G o v e r n m e n t
W ith in  F ra m ew ork  o f  S lova k  and R uthenian A u to n o m y .

On June 30th., at Pozsony, the joint club of the Members 
of the United National Christian Socialist Party, the Hungarian 
(Magyar) National Party and the Szepes (Zips) German Party 
representing those parties in the central Parliament and in the 
provincial Diets respectively, held a meeting the most important 
of the agenda of which —  according to the communique subse­
quently issued —  was the report submitted by the Deputies belon­
ging to the club respecting the discussions with Premier Milan 
Hodza and the exhaustive discussion developing on the subject 
between those attending the meeting. The Deputies authorised 
to represent the parties in question took cognizance of the infor­
mation supplied by the Prime Minister to the effect that the 
Nationality Statute (Charter) was not yet ready, but was being 
prepared. As a consequence the discussions were confined to 
the submission to the Premier of information essential for the 
drafting of the Bills under preparation the object of which was 
the re-adjustment of the position of the non-Czech nationalities 
living in the Republic, but the fundamental principles of which 
had not yet been determined.

After taking cognizance of the report the meeting of the 
joint club enunciated its attitude in the question by declaring 
that "it desired to continue in every field and on all points the 
struggle which it had begun twenty years previously for the 
purpose of achieving the equality of rights of the Hungarians 
living in Czecho-Slovakia and was still of the opinion that the 
struggle could not prove fully successful except by the establish­
ment of Hungarian national self-government within the framework 
of the territorial autonomy of Slovakia and Ruthenia respectively”,

H ungarians D em a n d  A ls o  the A u to n o m y  o f Ruthenia.

The Ruthenian section of the United Hungarian Party on 
26th June, held a congress in Munkacs (Mukacevo) which was 
attended also by the representatives of the Ruthenians and of 
the Germans and Rumanians living in Ruthenia. (The census 
pf 1930 ascertained that there were 14.170 Rumanians living in
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R uthenia. T hese R um anians have rep eated ly  taken part in the 
various dem onstrations organized  b y  the H ungarians, s sign that 
tthey are d issatisfied  with the treatm ent m eted out to them  by  
the C ze ch o -S lo v a k  State and long for a return of the o ld  H u n ­
garian  regim e. T his fact is w orth  noting both because it show s  
th at the racial kin of C ze c h o -S lo v a k ia ’s R um anian a lly  are op p osed  
to  the n ationality  p o licy  pursued by the C zech s, and a lso  be­
cause it is a refutation  by  the R um anians of C zech o -S lo va k ia  
them selves of the fa lse  charges brought b y  R u m anian  propaganda  
against the n ation ality  p o licy  of p r e -W a r  H ungary.)

O ne of the passages o f the resolu tion  u nan im ously  adopted  
b y  the congress runs:

“ The C ze c h o -S lo v a k  G overn m en t shall im m ed iately  intro­
duce in R uthenia the fu ll territorial auton om y prom ised  b y  in­
ternational treaty and guaranteed b y  the A llie d  and A sso cia te d  
Pow ers, as com p atib le  w ith the unity of the R e p u b lic ". (T reaty  
of St. G erm ain , A rtic le  II. § 10).

Accordingly it was demanded that all Government mea­
sures, laws and ordinances at variance —  either in part or as a 
whole —  with such territorial autonomy and autonomous admi­
nistration should be repealed and invalidated in Ruthenia. (St. 
Germain, Article II. § 14). The immediate dismissal of all State 
and public officials not recruited from among the autochthonous 
population, who, contrary to the relevant passage of the Treaty 
(St. Germain, Article II, § 12), had taken the posts belonging 
by right to natives of Ruthenia, was also demanded. The posts 
thus left vacant were demanded for autochthonous inhabitants, 
as was the immediate restoration of the salt mines of Ruthenia 
and the earnings to the self-governing people of Ruthenia. Other 
demands were that Government must clearly demarcate the 
undefined western frontier of Ruthenia and that Ruthenia's 
frontiers must be opened to the adjacent States, in order to 
ensure international trade and traffic in commodities. Ruthenia 
and its autochthonous inhabitants must be indemnified —  im­
mediately and fully —  by the Czech Government for the losses 
sustained since 1919 owing to the Government's failure to 
introduce autonomy. In conclusion the congress insisted on the 
Government's immediately fixing the date of the elections which 
had been put off again and and again since 1919. (St. Germain. 
Article II. § 11 and § 3 of the Czecho-Slovak Constitution).

T he U n ited  Hungarian P a rty  D em a n ds a N e w  C en su s.

The Motion submitted by Deputy Andrew Jaross, President 
of the United Hungarian Party, —  dated May 6th last: it was 
published sub No. 1369 of the Publications of the Czecho­
slovak House of Deputies —  runs as follows:

“When drafting the Census taken early in December, 1930, 
the Statistical Bureau differentiated between the so-called
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“historical provinces" on the one hand and Slovakia and 
Ruthenia on the other. Whereas in Bohemia and Moravia every 
person himself (or herself) filled out the Census forms, in 
Slovakia and Ruthenia the Census was taken by so-called "com­
missioners". These commissioner®, who were organs of 
and in a position of dependence upon the State, used every 
effort to prevail upon the inhabitants to declare themselves to 
be of "Czecho-Slovak” or Ruthenian nationality, employing all 
kinds of methods for the purpose of intimidating the population 
and not even shrinking from arbitrarily filling in on the Census 
forms as "Czecho-Slovak" the nationality of those who defied 
terror and persuasion and declared their nationality to be Hun­
garian (Magyar). But even where in the presence of the parties 
in question these commissioners entered the nationality of the 
persons as "Hungarian” (Magyar), there was no relying upon 
those persons being really filed as Hungarians with the Statis­
tical Bureau; for the Census papers filled in in the presence of 
the parties were simply filled in in pencil and later on "cor­
rected" by the commissioners in their homes or offices and 
filled in in ink, the parties concerned therefore not being in a 
position to ascertain what nationality they had actually been 
allotted.

“It is to this mode of procedure that we must attribute the 
incorrect character of the data relating to Slovakia and Ruthe­
nia, which are not in keeping with the facts, so that the Hun­
garians are not prepared to regard them as authoritative.

“The events of the last few weeks, —  the results of the 
National Assembly elections and of the elections of the less 
important administrative bodies —  are sufficient in themselves 
to prove that the number of Hungarians (Magyars) living in 
Slovakia and Ruthenia is at least 40— 50% larger than that 
shown in the official statistical publications.

“I should like to refer to a few other cases too. As is 
well known, of various demonstrations held in Pozsony early 
in May, 1938, the most imposing was that of the Hungarian 
(Magyar) inhabitants. According to the calculation made of­
ficially by the police the number of Hungarians taking part in 
the demonstration was at least 12.000; while according 
to our own calculation there must have been more than 
15.000: whereas according to the reports of neutral papers only 
some 7000 persons took part in the Czecho-Slovak demonstra­
tion —  the crowd on this occasion including also a few stray 
Hungarians. Moreover, the Czecho-Slovak demonstration included 
also children and school-boys and girls; whereas only adults took 
part in the Hungarian procession.

“These figures show that the statistical data relating to the 
city of Pozsony are absolutely false; for it is surely impossible 
that in a city which according to the Statistical Bureau in 1930.
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included only 18.890 Hungarians more than 15.000 Pozsony Hun­
garians should be found taking part in a spontaneously arranged 
demonstration: and it is equally false that the Hungarians (Ma- 
gyers) represent only 16% of the population of Pozsony.

"A ll these facts render it imperatively necessary that today, 
when —  nearly twenty years after the establishment of the 
Republic —  the responsible factors of the Czecho-Slovaik State 
find themselves faced with the necessity of abandoning the system 
of oppression and “spiriting away" so far employed in dealings 
with their Hungarian fellow-citizens and of according the Hun­
garians their due place and rights in all branches of the public 
administration, —  all these facts render it imperatively neces­
sary that we should have available statistical data tallying with 
the real state of things and that the calculation of quotas should 
be effected on the basis of those data.

"In connection with the new Census to be carried out in 
the future we insist, however, also that a special register should 
be kept showing the relevant data of all persons not born —  or 
descended from persons not born —  within the territory of 
Slovakia and Ruthenia and another special register containing 
the Census of persons originating from Slovakia and Ruthenia.

“W e demand, further, that the Census taken in Slovakia 
and Ruthenia shall be carried out in the same manner as in 
the “historical" provinces, —  namely, that every person shall 
himself (or herself) fill out the Census form, in order to prevent 
there being once more a falsification of the results of the 
Census.”

H ungarianism  Spreading in S lovakia .

The “Lidove Noviny", a newspaper whose close connections 
with the Hradzin are well knowm, writes as follows in its issue 
of 26th June:

“The co-operation established by the Slovak Autonomists 
with the People's Party (Hlinka's Party Ed.), Henlein's Carpa­
thian German Party and the Hungarians of the Opposition, has 
begun to make itself felt in a lamentable way in certain aspects 
of Slovak public life. A  wave of Hungarianism has again begun 
to spread in some towns and villages of mixed population, in 
fact also in places wholly Slovak in character. The moderate 
German®, too, in spite of all their old traditions, are beginning 
to be very noisy in places where they have any success to boast 
of. They are supported by the odd tactics of the People's Party, 
which contrary to the interests of the Slovak state-building 
elements is lending its support to foreign activities threatening 
the State. A  striking example of this fraternization is afforded 
by the mining town of Selmecbanya (Banska Stiavnica), where 
the People's Party joined up with the Hungarian Christian So­
cialist and National Party over the election of the Mayor and
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his deputies. Although the Hungarians of the Opposition secured 
only two seats at the municipal elections, thanks to the aid 
of the People's Party the post of second Vice-Mayor fell to one 
of them, while a member of the People's Party was elected 
Mayor. The newspapers of the Hungarian Opposition are parti­
cularly jubilant over this success, pointing out that now the direc­
tion of the affairs of Selmecbanya has passed into the hands of the 
autochthonous population, ,and that it was the two seats secured by 
the Hungarians that turned the scales. (The 1910 census showed a 
proportion of 41.8% of Hungarians in Selmecbanya, but the 
Czecho-Slovak Census of 1930 admitted only 2.33%> E d.) Similar 
evidence of this new co-operation in Slovakia is noticeable in 
Galanta, Nagyroce (Velka Revuca), Jolsva (Jelsava) and 
elsewhere, a proof that the frequent visits of Count Esterhazy 
to M. Tiso (Vice-Chairman of the Slovak People's Party. E d.) 
in Trencsen (Banovce) were not of a merely social character."

R uthenians o f E a stern  S lova k ia  A ls o  D em a n d  T heir R ights.

In spite of the fact that the territorial autonomy guar­
anteed to Ruthenia in the Treaty of St. Germain was promised 
to the whole region inhabited by Ruthenians south of the Car­
pathians (territoire des Ruthenes au Sud des Carpathes), the 
Czech Administration has attached considerable Ruthenian areas 
in the old counties of Szepes, Saros, Zemplen and Ung to Slovakia. 
The object was on the one hand to provoke a quarrel between 
the Ruthenians and the Slovaks and, on the other, to exclude 
the Ruthenians thus detached from Ruthenia from the privilege 
of autonomy, should the day come when the Government would 
be forced to grant it. In this manner the Ruthenians of Eastern 
Slovakia were reduced to the status of a minority without, 
however, enjoying any of the rights thereof any more than the 
rest of Slovakia's minorities. After repeated efforts to enforce 
their rights the members of Parliament representing the consti­
tuencies in Eastern Slovakia have now, as the Czech "Lidove 
Noviny" reports, submitted a memorandum to the President of 
the Republic and the Premier in which the Ruthenians of Eastern 
Slovakia demand their rights as a national minority.

T he Situation  as W e  A r e  G oin g  to P ress .

Down to the time of going to press (July 15th.) there has 
not been any material change in the situation described at the 
beginning of this article. The procrastinating tactics are still being 
followed. The Draft Nationality Statute has not been submitted 
to Parliament (though originally promised for July 15th.); and 
according to the information supplied by the Government Press 
it is not proposed to convence Parliament to meet until towards
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the end of the month. The conference between Premier Hodza 
and the representatives of the United Hungarian (Magyar) Party 
originally fiexed for July 13th. has been put off for a week. The 
obstinate resistance shown by the Czech parties to every conces­
sion —  however moderate —  suggested by Premier Hodza is —  
under the influence exercised by the Sokol Congress arranged 
as a Pan-Slav demonstration at the end of June and the beginn­
ing of July —  becoming more and more decided. It is to this 
circumstance that we must attribute the continual postponement 
and procrastination. No wonder hat rumours of the resignation 
of Hodza should keep cropping up more and more frequently. 
The old antagonism between the Prime Minister and President 
Benes is well-known to everybody. In the event of Hodza really 
resigning there is every possibility of a military dictatorship being 
proclaimed under the supreme drection of the President of the 
Republic. As is well known, since his election as President Dr. 
Benes has attached the greatest importance to securing the sup­
port of the army; and he enjoys the greatest popularity and 
sympathy in the army generally, though more particularly among 
the ’’legionary" officers. There can be no doubt, however, that 
the proclamation of a military dictatorship would not in any way 
improve the international position of the Republic, particularly 
in the eyes of Germany, and would certainly not further a solu­
tion of the nationality question, particularly in view of the fact 
that it has always been the army which has adopted an absolutely 
intransigent attitude in respect of that question.

S IR  W I L L I A M  G O O D E 'S  D IN N E R  IN  H O N O U R  O F  
H U N G A R IA N  M IN IS T E R  IN  L O N D O N  A N D  O F  D R . F A B I N Y I

O n J u ly  6h, in L on don , Sir W illia m  G o o d e  gave a dinner 
in honour of D r. G eo rg e  B arcza, H ungarian M inister in L on don , 
and Dr. Tiham er F abin yi, form er H ungarian M inister of F inance, 
who is at present Chairm an of the B oard  of D irectors and G en e­
ra l-M an ager of the H ungarian G en eral Creditbank.

The guests attending the dinner included L ord  E ssen d en , 
Chairm an of M essrs, Furness W ith y  &  C o ., the w ell-k n ow n  ship­
ping firm , Sir T h om as H oh ler, form erly  B ritish M in ister in B u d a­
pest, V ice-C h airm an  of the C om m ittee of the A n g lo -H u n garian  
Society, Sir O rm e Sargent, U nder S ecretary -o f-S tate  in the 
British F oreign  O ffice , V ice-C h airm an  of the C om m ittee  on D an ­
ube T rade, J . S. W ills , P erm anent Secretary of the B oard  of 
T rade, adviser to  the B oard  on trade with H ungary, F . T . A sh to n -  
G w atkin , technical adviser to the F oreign  O ffice  on com m ercial 
m atters, A n th on y  d e R oth sch ild , M em b er of the banking firm  N . 
M . R othschild  and Chairm an of the H ungarian C red it Standstill 
C om m ittee, S y d n e y  P arkes, G en eral M anager of L lo y d 's  Bank  
and M em ber of the H ungarian C redit Standstill C om m ittee, C . 
L id bu ry, G eneral M anager of the W estm in ster Bank, H ugh
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Q u en nell, legal adviser to the Hungarian Credit Standstill Com­
mittee, Sir Albert Stern , Director of the Midland Bank, R. H. 
Brand, General Manager of the banking firm Lazard Brothers, 
E. H. L ev er , Secretary General of the Prudential Assurance 
Company, manager of the Company's Hungarian branch, Graham  
H u tton , Assistant Editor of the "Economist” , Dr. Francis M a ro sy , 
First Secretary of the Hungarian Legation, and many other pro­
minent City men who take an interest in Hungary.

LORD ROTHERMERE SPEAKS OF THE APPROACHING  
TRIUMPH OF THE ENDEAVOURS OF THE HUNGARIAN

NATION
On the eleventh anniversary of the day on which Lord 

Rothermere's first article written on bahalf of the Hungarian 
cause appeared in the "Daily Mail", Mr. Francis Herczeg, Presi­
dent of the Hungarian Frontier Re-adjustment League, sent a 
message of greeting to His Lordship. In his letter to Mr. Francis 
Herczer Lord Rothermere inter alia wrote in answer:

“ T h e g en ero sity  w ith w hich not o n ly  the R evision  League, 
but the H ungarian p eo p le  as a w h o le , resp on d s to the sym p a th y  
o f  its frien d s, is on e  o f the m any n oble  traits in yo u r  national 
character.

“ I  foresa w  from  the first that the cam paign fo r  H u n ­
g a ry's  rights w ou ld  b e  a long one. I  fe lt  c o m p le te ly  sure, 
h ow ev er , that a cause so  ju st, ba ck ed  b y  that courageous  
spirit through w hich the M a g ya r race has ov erco m e so  m any  
a ffliction s in its h istory , m ust in the en d  prevail.

“ I re jo ice  w ith all m y  heart that the signs o f  the ap­
proaching trium ph o f y o u r  national aspirations are stea d ily  
accum ulating. I f , —  as y o u  are g o o d  enough to su ggest, —  
m y  ow n e ffo r ts  have con tribu ted  in a ny w a y  to hasten the d ay  
w hen ju stice  w ill at last be d on e to H u nga ry, that w ill be one  
o f the p rou d est a ch ievem en ts o f  m y  life.

“ W ish in g  to y o u  all the rew a rd , w hich y o u  have so  w ell  
earned , o f seein g  in the v e r y  near fu tu re the return to their 
n ative allegiance o f H u n ga ry's  lo st territories and ex ile d  sons, 
and w ith  m y  sin cere gratitude fo r  yo u r  kind m essage.

Y o u r  v ery  fa ith fu lly, 
R o th erm ere ."

B R IT IS H  C O U N C IL 'S  G IF T  O F  B O O K S  T O  B U D A P E S T
UNIVERSITY

On 15th June Sir Geoffrey Knox, British Minister in Buda­
pest, formally handed over to Count Paul Teleki, Hungarian 
Minister of Education, the very valuable library presented to the 
Budapest Peter Pazmany University of Sciences by the British 
Council. This library is the first instalment of the material offered
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last year to the Hungarian Ministry of Education by the British 
Council as a lasting token of the cultural links between Great 
Britain and Hungary. The second instalment will be presented 
to the Debrecen University, where next autumn the English Chair 
established by the British Council is to be inaugurated.

With a few cordial words Sir Geoffrey Knox present the 
library to Count Teleki, who in expressing his thanks for the 
generous gift said that it would be a valuable link in the chain 
of Anglo-Hungarian cultural contacts. —  y  —

CORDIAL RECEPTION OF POLISH PARLIAMENTARIANS
IN HUNGARY

On May 28th. 15 Members of the Polish Parliament —  5 
Senators and 10 Deputies —  arrived in Hungary. In Mezohegyes 
the Polish parliamentarians were given a magnificent reception: 
the leaders of the party —  M. Rdulkowski, Vice-President of 
the Senate, and Deputy Kozechunowitz, he latter of whom spoke 
in Hungarian —  thanked their hosts for the cordial welcome. 
The Polish guests spent six days in Hungary. Dr. Andrew Nagy 
de Tasnad, President of the Government Party, gave a tea in 
their honour; among those present was also M. Kalman de Kanya, 
Hungarian Foreign Minister. On May 31st. the Polish visitors 
were present at a sitting of the House of Deputies at which 
Deputy Csoor interrupted the speech he was making when they 
entered the gallery and addressed warm words of welcome to the 
representatives of that Poland which had for centuries been bound 
to Hungary by ties of close friendship; all the Hungarian Deputies 
present on this occasion rose from their seats and enthusiastically 
applauded the Polish guests. ' —  y  —

DEPARTURE OF HUNGARIAN MINISTER TO YUGOSLAVIA
Having reached the end of his term of office, M. Waldemar 

Alth, Royal Hungarian Minister in Belgrade, appeared before 
Prince Paul, the Yugoslav Regent, on May 26th, before his final 
retirement from the diplomatic service; on this occasion Prince 
Paul conferred upon M, Alth the highest distinction of the Order 
of St. Save, in token of his acknowledgement of the Minister’s 
very valuable services. M. Alth's appointment to Belgrade, eight 
years ago, was made at a most critical moment, in which he was 
able to conduct the affairs of his legation with the utmost dignity 
and diplomatic skill. M. Alth's retirement is greatly regretted by 
diplomatic circles in Belgrade, as he was one of the most highly 
respected and most sympathetic members of the diplomatic corps. 
M. Alth finally left Belgrade on June 1st. being succeeded by 
M. George Bakach-Bessenyei, the newly appointed Hungarian 
Minister, who is one of Hungary's most excellent younger 
diplomats. —  y  —
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T W O  IN T E R E S T IN G  A N N I V E R S A R I E S

Q u ite  recently  the Serbs of Y u g o sla v ia  celebrated  tw o inter­
esting anniversaries. T he one w as the hundredeth anniversary of  
the date w hen Serb w om en  w ere first a llow ed  to sit dow n to  
tab le  with their m en folk . T he second celebrated  the occasion  a  
hundred years ago w hen beds w ere first used in Serbia.

—  y —

F I A S C O  O F  Y U G O S L A V  ID E A L

M. Milan Marianovitch, one of the most inspired and 
active Croat propagators of the Yugoslav ideal before the 
Great War, who still remains loyal to this ideal, declares with 
deep resignation that the Yugoslav ideal lost its substance after 
the Great War. In an article published in the Belgrade weekly 
paper, "Krug” , he declares that the very term “Yugoslav" has 
been discredited. It is still used very frequently, but only as a 
blind, because it has been completely discredited by the political 
system which has been using it as a screen since 1918. Otherwise 
the term has lost both substance and force, and it has become 
meaningless because it has been used practically exclusively as a 
cover for certain imperialistic ambitions.

Commenting on M. Marianovitch's article, which created a 
great stir in all Yugoslavia, a Croat paper, the “Obzor", declares 
that this complete fiasco of the Yugoslav ideal is chiefly due to 
the fact that the leading factors of Serb politics have displayed 
complete ignorance of the national individuality of the Croats, 
Slovenes and Serbs, which —  nevertheless —  is an undeniable 
fact and cannot be overruled by any passing political system. 
Neither the Croats nor the Slovenes nor the Serbs have ever ceased 
to live their own individual national life. (“Obzor” , March 23).

A  proclamation issued by the “Saint Save” Society of the 
University students of Belgrade strikes a Panslav note when it 
turns the attention of its members towards the “fabulous power” 
of “our Mother Russia” and towards the endless sufferings of 
the soul of the Russian people, which will survive the ordeals it 
has to face. Soon the day of the great national revolution will 
come, which will “destroy the scum of today” and annihilate the 
false doctrines of Marxism imported from the West which the 
proclamation calls “rotten to the core”. The visions of the great 
Slav genius, Dostoiewski, will materialise; it was he who pro­
phesied that Slavdom, purified of its sins, would bring a new re­
velation to humanity. A  new Star is rising in the East: decisive 
events are in preparation. (“Obzor”, March 31).

—  y  —
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