
M A Y , 1935 D A N U B I A f t  R E V I E W

T H E A T R E  • L I T E R A T U R E  •
19

A R T

PROFESSOR ZOLTAN GOMBOCZ f
by

Stephen TJllmann
In Dr. Zoltan Gombocz, Professor of Hungarian 

Linguistics in Budapest University, Hungary has lost 
one of the finest combinations of Hungarian and 
Western culture.

A  p e c u lia r  m a n y -s id e d n e ss  c h a ra cte r is e d  his 
w h o le  s c ie n t if ic  a c t iv ity , H is  re se a rch e s  c o m p r is e d  a ll 
th e f ie ld s  o f  H u n g a r ia n  lin g u istics , —  p h o n e t ic s , sou n d  
h is to ry , a c c id e n ce , sy n ta x  an d  w o r d  h is to ry . T h e  
resu lts  o f  h is  c o m p re h e n s iv e  la b o u rs  are  c o n c e n tra te d  
in tw o  co m p r e h e n s iv e  w o rk s , —  th e “ Etymological 
Dictionary of the Hungarian Language", w h ich  —  in 
c o l la b o r a t io n  w ith  h is fr ie n d  P r o fe s s o r  J o h n  M e lich  
—  he b eg a n  to  c o m p ile  in 1914, a n d  w h ich  —  th ou gh  
s t ill  u n fin ish e d  —  is the m o s t  ex h a u s tiv e  d ic t io n a r y  
o f  its k in d , an d  h is  fa m o u s  m o n o g ra p h  o n  B u lg a r o - 
T u rk ish  L o a n -w o r d s  in  H u n g arian , p u b lish e d  in  V o l. 
X X X . o f  the "Memoires de la Societe Finno-Ugrienne". 
T h e  la tte r  w o r k  th rew  a n ew  lig h t o n  the p r e -h is to r ic  
w a n d e rin g s  o f  the H u n g arian s and  o n  the g rea test 
q u e s t io n -m a rk  o f  H u n g a ria n  f o lk - lo r e  —  the gen es is  
o f  th e A t t i la  leg en d .

Y e t  h is sy n th e tic  m in d  w a s n o t  s a t is fie d  b y  p u re ly  
a n a ly t ica l re se a rch . B eh in d  the s in g u la r  p h e n o m e n o n  
h e a lw a y s  sa w  the u n d e r ly in g  p r in c ip le , the p s y c h o 
lo g ic a l  b a ck g ro u n d ; he c o u ld  f it  e a ch  lin g u is t ic  fa c t 
in to  h is  a d m ira b ly  co n s is te n t  sy s te m . T h is  sy n th etic  
a ttitu d e  p r e d e s t in e d  h im  to  b e  a s tu d en t o f  the 
p h i lo s o p h y  o f  la n g u a ge . H is  a m a zin g  m a ste ry  o f  
la n g u a g es  and  h is e x h a u s tiv e  b ib lio g r a p h ic  k n o w le d g e  
e n a b le d  h im  to  m a k e  h im se lf fa m ilia r  w ith  a ll th e re 
su lts  o f  fo r e ig n  m e t h o d o lo g y  a n d  to  a p p ly  th ese  resu lts  
t o  th e  p a r t icu la r  p r o b le m s  o f  H u n g a r ia n  lin g u istics . B u t 
he d id  e v en  m o r e  th an  th at: h e s u p p le m e n te d  th ese  
re su lts  w ith  re se a rch e s  o f  h is  o w n  d e a lt  w ith  in  his 
“Linguistic Methodology“  ( "N y e lv to r te n e t i m o d s z e r -  
ta n “ , 1922) and  in  h is “ Semasiology“  ( "  J e le n te s ta n ", 
1926), a s  w e ll  as in  a  n u m b er  o f  im p o rta n t a r t ic le s  
an d  p re s id e n t ia l a d d re sse s . A lth o u g h  h is  w h o le  —  
p u r e ly  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  —  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  la n g u a g e  is 
b a se d  u p o n  the fu n c tio n a lism  o f  th e  G e n e v a  s c h o o l

(Saussure, Bally, Vendryes), he remained open to 
other foreign influences too. He was of course deeply 
interested in English linguistics in the work of phone
ticians like Miss Soames and Daniel Jones, and in the 
methodological researches of Otto Jespersen, some of 
whose views he discussed in the very last article 
written by him ("Funkcionalis nyelvszemlelet" =  
“Functional Aspects of Linguistics": in ,,Magyar
Nyelv”, 1934 ).

T h e  sa m e w id e n e ss  o f  h o r iz o n  w h ich  ch a ra cte r is e d  
h is s c ie n t if ic  c a r e e r  w a s a lso  th e p r in c ip a l q u a lity  o f  
h is p r iv a te  life . H e  n ev er  b e ca m e  o n e -s id e d  o r  w ra p p e d  
up  in  h is p a r t icu la r  rese a rch  w o rk . L ite ra tu re  a p p e a le d  
to  h im  a lm o s t  as m u ch  as lin g u is t ics ; w h en  h e w as 
tired , he w o u ld  rea d  G a ls w o r th y , B a u d e la ire , o r  the 
n o v e ls  o f  A n d r e  G id e . H is l ite ra ry  lea n in g s m a y  
a c c o u n t  p a r t ly  fo r  h is u n p a ra lle le d  s ty le  b o th  in  his 
b o o k s  an d  in  h is lectu res . T h a t s ty le  is a s p le n d id  
c o m b in a t io n  o f  c le a rn e s s  an d  p la s t ic ity , o f  c o n c ise n e s s  
an d  b a la n ce , o f  e x a c tn e ss  a n d  e x p re s s iv e n e ss . Y e t  his 
r e fin e d  a e s th e tic  ta ste  w a s a lso  in te re ste d  in  art —  
an d  p a r t ic u la r ly  in  m u sic. A n d  h is g ig a n tic  k n o w le d g e  
w a s e q u a lle d  b y  h is g rea t h um an  q u a lit ie s . H is 
ease  as a  causeur m a d e  h im  h ig h ly  p o p u la r  in  the 
in te lle c tu a l w o r ld  o f  H u n g a ry  an d  in  d ip lo m a t ic  c ir c le s . 
Y e t  h is n a tu ra l g ift  o f  k in d n ess  an d  sy m p a th y  d is p la y 
e d  itse lf  at its b es t in  the E o t v o s  C o l le g e , w h ere  he 
w a s rath er a  fa th er  than a d ir e c to r , in te re ste d  in  a ll 
ou r  p r o b le m s  an d  d ilem m a s, a lw a y s  r e a d y  to  h e lp  us 
w ith  k in d n e ss  an d  g o o d  a d v ic e . A n d  it w a s in the 
E o tv o s  C o l le g e  th at h e su m m ed  up h is  c r e e d , in  the 
in a u gu ra l a d d re s s  d e liv e r e d  b y  h im  in O cto b e r , 1934, 
w h en  h e  sa id  th at " in  the l i fe  o f  e v e r y  s c ie n tis t  th ere  
is o n e  d e c is iv e  m om en t, w h en  th e sa cr e d  en th u siasm  
o f  the se a rch  fo r  tru th  gets p o s s e s s io n  o f  h is  m in d " . 
A n d  h is p a ra m o u n t s ig n ific a n c e  co n s is ts , n o t  o n ly  in 
h is  u n d y in g  s c ie n t if ic  a ch ievem en ts , bu t a lso  in  that 
n o b le  an d  g e n e ro u s  e d u ca t io n a l a c t iv ity  o f  h is w h ich  
a ro u se d  th is  s a cre d  en th usiasm  in  tw o  g e n e ra t io n s  o f  
y o u n g  H u n g a r ia n  s ch o la rs .

LISZT’S UNKNOWN WORKS
In  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  the p e r fo r m a n c e  —  at a ch a rity  

c o n c e r t  a rra n g ed  in the H o u se s  o f  P a r lia m e n t o n  M a y  
5th b y  the In te rn a tio n a l C lu b  —  o f  th e  lo n g -fo r g o t te n  
R a k o c z i  M a rch  o f  F ra n c is  L iszt, Im re  S te fa n ia i, p r o 
fe s s o r  in  th e H u n g a ria n  C o l le g e  o f  M u s ic , h as in fo rm e d  
th e p u b lic  that it is almost a hundred years since the 
first performance of this piece o f  su ch  im p o rta n ce  fo r  
th e h is t o r y  o f  m u sic  (th e p e r fo r m a n c e  r e fe r r e d  to  a b o v e  
h a v in g  b e e n  the s e c o n d  r e c o r d e d ) .  It w a s  f ir s t  p la y e d  
b y  L is z t  h im s e lf  in  P e s t ; an d  the m a n u scr ip t co n ta in e d  
the following dedication (in Hungarian) written in the 
master’s own hand:

“To my compatriots Count Leo Festetich, 
Anthony Anglesz, Baron Paul Banffy, Count 
Dominic Teleki, Rudolph Edelstein, in grateful 
and chivalrous remembrance of the month of 
January, 1890, spent in Pest.

Francis Liszt."
L ik e  a ll e a r ly  c o m p o s it io n s  o f  Liszt's, th is w o rk

too is characterised by its demand for the greatest 
virtuosity on the part of the performer. Perhaps that 
is why Liszt did not leave it in its original form, 
later on transforming it into the piece known to us as 
the “Fifteenth Rhapsody".

Stefaniai proposes before the centenary celebra
tions to be held next year to deal with some two 
hundred other long-forgotten pieces by Liszt. Most of 
them have been photographed by him from the origi
nals preserved in the Weimar Museum. They include 
several elaborations of folk-songs; and it is remarkable 
to see how closely they resemble pieces by Bartok. 
The "Csardas macabre" is —  quite modern. Of this 
latter piece Liszt wrote to a friend that “if the pro
fessors heard this music, they would be at their 
wit’s end . . . “

Liszt’s Rakoczi March is to be played on May 
29th. at the Europe Concert which will be relaid by 
the Budapest Broadcasting Service too.
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HOLIDAY COURSE FOR FOREIGNERS IN KESZTHELY
A  H o lid a y  C o u r s e  fo r  F o r e ig n e r s  in K e s z th e ly , the 

m o s t  b e a u tifu l su m m e r-re so r t  o n  L a k e  B a la to n , 
is b e in g  o r g a n is e d  b y  the U n iv e rs ity  o f  P e c s . T h e  
le c tu re s  c o m m e n c e  o n  the f ir s t  o f  A u g u s t  a n d  la st t i ll 
the tw en tie th  o f  that m on th , b e in g  h e ld  in  the 
le c tu r e -r o o m s  o f  th e  A g r ic u lt u r a l  A c a d e m y . T h e  la n 
g u a g e  o f  th ese  w il l  b e  a lte r n a te ly  H u n g a ria n , G erm an , 
E n g lish , Ita lia n  a n d  F re n ch . E a ch  o f  th em  w il l  be  
tra n s la te d  in  an  a b b re v ia te d  fo r m  in to  the o th e r  la n 
g u a ges . A  s p e c ia l  c o u r s e  in H u n g a r ia n  w il l  b e  a rra n g ed  
fo r  E n g lish  stu d en ts . T h e  fe e  o f  th e w h o le  c o u r s e  is 
8 P e n o , R o o m s  w il l  b e  b o o k e d , if r e q u ire d . T h e  c o s t  
o f  a c c o m o d a t io n : b o a r d  a n d  lo d g in g  in  a C o l le g e  
w il l  b e  44— 52 P e n g o , r o o m s , in  a p r iv a te -h o m e  an d  
m e a le  a t the C o l le g e  54— 62 P e n g o , b o a r d  a n d  lo d g in g  
in  th e H o te l  H u n g a r ia  110 P e n g o  a w e e k . A  r e d u c t io n  
o f  r a ilw a y  fa re s  (5 0 % ) w il l  b e  g ra n te d  an d  e x cu rs io n s  
b y  b o a t  a n d  m o to rb u s  are  b e in g  a rra n g e d  at v e r y  m o d e 
r a te  p r ic e s . T ic k e t  at r e d u c e d  p r ic e s  a re  a ls o  to  be  
o b ta in e d  fo r  a d m is s io n  to  the b e a ch  a n d  to  the 
m e d ic in a l-b a th s  o f  H e v iz . N u m e ro u s  p o s s ib il it ie s  fo r  
s p o r ts : sw im m in g , r o w in g , y a ch t in g , a th le t ic s  .fo o tb a ll .  
A n  e x h ib it io n  o f  p e a sa n t-a rt  w il l  a ls o  b e  a rra n ged . 
A t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  c o u r s e  th ere  is a c h a n c e  to  v is it  
B u d a p e s t  (5 0 %  r a ilw a y fa r e -r e d u c t io n ) .  A p p l ic a t io n s  
m u st b e  sen t in  b y  th e  10th o f  J u n e .

LECTURES
1. P a n n o n ia  a n d  th e  R o m a n  E m p ir e . T h e  d e v e lo p 

ment and features of Pannonia. — Prehistoric period 
of Hungary. —  Pannonia and Ancient Culture. —  the 
Spirit of Antiquity on Pannonian Soil. —  Pannonia 
and the Roman Empire. —  The Dissolution of the 
Roman Empire and the Migration of Peoples. —  The 
Art of the Roman Provinces. —  Roman Relics in Pan
nonia. — The Relics in Italy from Pannonia.

2. Hungary and European C ulture. The Occupa
tion of the Country. —  The Mediaeval Hungarian State 
and Colonisation. —  Hungarian Painting in the Middle 
Ages. —  German-Hungarian Cultural Relations. —  
Relations of Italian and Hungarian Art and Literature. 
—  French-Hungarian Literary Relations. —  English- 
Hungarian Historical Connections. —  Classic Culture 
in Hungary. —  The Ethical Idea of Liberty. —  The 
Protection of the Rights of the Hungarian Minorities 
before and after the War. —• Hungarian Bookprinting 
and Press.

3. N atural Sciences. Life on the Surface of the 
Skin. —  Fermentation and Burning in Nature. —  The 
Development of Animal-breeding in Pannonia, —  The 
Effect of the "Battaglia del grano" on the Export of 
Hungarian Wheat. —  The Regulating Organs of 
Equilibrium in the Human Body. —  Encouragement of 
Cultivation of Meadows and its purposes in Hungary.

P O L I T I C A L  E C O N O M Y
THE FAILURE OF THE “ECONOMIC f ig u re s  th e  fo r e ig n  tra d e  s ta t is t ics  o f  th e  f iv e  S ta tes

LITTLE ENTENTE** fo r  xhe f iv e  y e a rs  fr o m  1930 to  1934.

T h e  c r e a t io n  o f  th e  " E c o n o m ic  L it t le  E n te n te "  
has p r o v e d  to  h a v e  been  a fru it le s s  la b o u r . A f t e r  a 
b r ie f  e x p e r im e n t  tra d e  b e tw e e n  C z e c h o -S lo v a k ia  and  
R u m a n ia  h a d  to  b e  r e d u c e d  fo r  the cu rre n t y e a r  b y  
3 0 % . C z e c h o -S lo v a k ia 's  sh a re  o f  Y u g o s la v ia ’s e x p o r t s  
a n d  im p o r ts  o n ly  e n tit le s  h er  to  th e fo u rth  p la c e  n ow , 
w h e re a s  b e fo r e  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e "E c o n o m ic  
L it t le  E n te n te ” sh e  h a d  h e ld  th e s e c o n d  p la c e  (1931) 
a n d  th e fir s t  p la c e  (19 28— 1930) r e s p e c t iv e ly . In  1928 
im p o rts  fr o m  C z e c h o -S lo v a k ia  a g g re g a te d  1402 m illio n  
d in a rs . B y  1934 th ey  h a d  sunk to  417 .000 .000 , a 
sh r in k a g e  o f  a th o u sa n d  m illio n s . It is  a s ig n a l fa c t  
th a t th e sh r in k a g e  in  th e  v o lu m e  o f  e x p o r t s  fr o m  
C z e c h o -S lo v a k ia  to  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s , A u s tr ia , G e r 
m a n y , I ta ly  an d  G re a t  B r ita in , w a s  o n  a m u ch  sm a lle r  
s ca le . Y u g o s la v  e x p o r t s  t o  C z e c h o -S lo v a k ia  h a v e  on  
th e  o th e r  h an d  r ise n  fr o m  344 .00 0 .00 0  to  43 7 .00 0 .00 0  
d in a rs  w ith in  th e p a st th ree  y e a rs . It is o n ly  b y  the 
m o s t  s tre n u o u s  e f fo r t s  that th ese  tra n sa ct io n s  c a n  be 
c a r r ie d  ou t, C z e c h o -S lo v a k ia ’s d e m a n d  fo r  a g r icu ltu ra l 
p r o d u c ts  b e in g  a m in im u m  o n e . " y "

DECLINE OF FOREIGN TRADE 
IN DANUBLAN STATES

O n  th e  e v e  o f  th e R o m e  C o n fe r e n c e , th e  p r in c ip a l 
o b je c t  o f  w h ich  is  to  r e - fo r g e  e c o n o m ic  lin k s  b e tw een  
A u s tr ia , C z e c h o -S lo v a k ia ,  H u n g a ry , Y u g o s la v ia , an d  
R u m a n ia , it d o e s  n o t  seem  su p e r flu o u s  to  re v ie w  in

A g g r e g a te  fo r e ig n  tra d e  
o f  th e f iv e  D a n u b ia n  

S ta tes  (in  th o u sa n d s  o f  
g o ld  d o lla r s )

T r a d e  w ith  e a ch  
P e r ce n ta g e  o f  

g re g a te  fo r e ig n

oth er .
ag -

tra d e .

1930 2479 3 3 .48%
1931 1815 2 9 .14%
1932 1154 29 .91%
1933 1014 2 8 .01%
1934 1057 2 7 .2 8 %

T h e se  fig u re s  sh o w  n o t  o n ly  that the fo r e ig n  tra d e  
o f  th e f iv e  D a n u b ia n  S la te s  h as fa l le n  o f f  b y  a lm o s t  
6 0 % , b u t a ls o  th at t r a d e  a m o n g  th e m se lv e s  has sh run k  
p r o p o r t io n a te ly ,  a lm o s t  b y  2 0 % . T h is  d o e s  n o t  p r o m is e  
m u ch  fo r  th e  su cce s s  o f  th e  c o m in g  n e g o t ia t io n s . 
N o th in g  sh o rt o f  the ra is in g  o f  c u r r e n c y  e m b a rg o s , a 
re tu rn  fr o m  the sy s te m  o f  q u o ta s  a n d  c o m p e n s a t io n s  
to  th e o ld  ba sis , the a b o lish m e n t o f  p r o h ib it iv e  c u s 
tom s p r o te c t io n , a n d , a b o v e  a ll, th e r e s to r a t io n  o f  th e 
c a p a c it y  to  p u rc h a se  o f  th e a g r icu ltu r a l p o p u la t io n , 
w i l l  le a d  to  a n y  p r a c t ic a l  resu lts . T h e  im p e d im e n ts  to  
b e  r e m o v e d  are  v e r y  h a rd  to  m o v e , fo r  th e y  c u t  d e e p  
in to  the e c o n o m ic  a n d  fin a n c ia l l i fe  o f  c e r ta in  S tates, 
an d , m o r e o v e r , p o l i t ic a l  d iffe r e n c e s , f o r  th e p resen t, 
s ta n d  in  th e w a y  o f  a n y  c lo s e  e c o n o m ic  c o -o p e r a t io n .  
It is n o t  l ik e ly  th e r e fo r e  th at th e R o m e  C o n fe r e n c e  
w il l  b e  p r o d u c t iv e  o f  a n y  c o n c r e t e  resu lts , bu t it 
m a y  p a v e  th e w a y  to  fu tu re  n e g o t ia t io n s . "y"


