
S T E V E N B É L A V Á R D Y 1 

HUNGARIAN AMERICANS AND THE MOTHER COUNTRY: 
RELATIONS WITH HUNGARY 

THROUGH THE TWENTIETH CENTURY2 

The relationship between Hungarian-Americans and the mother 
country has never been free of problems and conflicts even in 
periods when Hungary had a reasonably representative government. 
This applies equally to the pre-World War I per iod, the in terwar 
years, as well as to the period since the collapse of communism. 
Not even the rise of various democratic parliamentary governments, 
headed by such freely elected pr ime ministers as József Antall, 
Péter Boross, Gyula Horn, Viktor Orbán, and Péter Medgyessy 
a l tered the pic ture . Even d u r i n g these pe r iods a n u m b e r of 
Hungar ian-Amer icans felt either d is regarded, or unable to agree 
with many of the policies of their mother country ' s governments . 3 

1 In H u n g a r i a n the au tho r pub l i shes u n d e r the n a m e "Várdy Béla". 
2 A shorter version of this paper was presented at the Twenty-Fifth Annual Conference 
of the Amer ican H u n g a r i a n Educa to r s ' Associat ion, Budapes t , Hungary , in the 
sp r ing of 1999. This s t u d y is based to a large degree the a u t h o r ' s book, Magyarok 
az Újvilágban. Az észak-amerikai magyarság rendhagyó története [Hungarians in the 
New World. An Unorthodox History of Hungarians of North America. Budapes t : A 
Magyar Nyelv és Kul túra N e m z e t k ö z i Társasága , 2 0 0 0 ) , chs. 2 5 - 2 6 , 3 0 - 3 5 . Because 
of unexpec ted publ ica t ion delays , it has been sl ightly u p d a t e d . 
3 For the pos t - communi s t per iod , see G Y U L A B O R B A N D I , Emigráció és Magyarország. 
Nyugati Magyarok a változás éveiben, 1985-1995. Basel-Budapest : Európa i Pro tes táns 
Magyar Szabadegye tem, 1 9 9 6 , pp . 3 4 4 - 4 0 1 ; BÉLA V Á R D Y and Á G N E S H U S Z Á R V Á R D Y , 

"A haza i és a nyuga t i m a g y a r s á g v i s zonyának a lakulása a r endsze rvá l t á s u tán , 
nyuga t i szemszögbóT nézve," in Korunk (Kolozsvár-Cluj) , Third Series, vol. 7, no. 
1 2 , December, 1 9 9 6 , pp. 8 4 - 1 0 5 ; BÉLA VÁRDY and Á G N E S H U S Z Á R V Á R D Y , "Észrevételek 
a hazai és a nyuga t i m a g y a r s á g v i s zonyának a laku lásá ra a r endsze rvá l t á s t követó' 
években ," Part I, in Itt-Ott (Ada, Ohio), vol. 3 0 , no. 1 ( 1 2 8 ) , Spr ing 1 9 7 7 , pp . 3 8 -

4 6 ; and Part I, in Itt-Ott (Ada, Ohio), vol. 3 0 , no. 2 ( 1 2 9 ) , Fall 1 9 7 7 , pp . 3 6 - 4 4 ; a n d 



208 Steven Béla Várdy 

If this was so dur ing per iods of stable democrat ic , or at least 
modera te ly representat ive governments , how much more was 
this t rue when H u n g a r y ' s political s t ructure was author i ta r ian 
and unrepresenta t ive of the v iews of the expatr ia tes — be these 
political or economic immigrants . This was certainly true for the 
five decades be tween the start of World War II and the collapse 
of communism: a period that witnessed the destruction of Hungary 's 
t radi t ional civic society by both the old and the new order (1941-
1948), the rise of Stalinist d ic ta torship (1948-1953), the t empora ry 
thaw and the anti-Soviet Revolution of 1956 (1953-1956), the period 
of retr ibutions (1957-1963), the launching of Kádár ' s l iberalization 
policies (1963-1970), the regime 's t rans format ion into the widely 
praised "goulash communism" (1970s-1980s), and finally the collapse 
of the whole communist system (1989) and the rise of a democratically 
elected government (1990). To a lesser degree, the immigran t s ' 
displeasure had surfaced even during such reasonably lawful periods 
as the Age of Dual ism (1867-1918) and the in terwar years (1918-
1941).4 

The Dualist Period 
Dur ing the Age of Dual ism, the wra th of the immigran t s was 

directed partially against the Habsburgs, who were generally viewed 
as bu lwarks to H u n g a r y ' s nat ional independence and political 
freedom; and partially against the country's semi-feudal landowners, 
who were r ight ful ly regarded as the exploiters of the Hungar i an 
peasant masses, and the p r imary causes of their migrat ion across 
the sea in search for a better way of life. 

Dur ing this same period, the Hungar ian Government appeared 
to care very little about Hungar ian-Amer icans , a l though there 
were some efforts to s tem the tide of mass emigrat ion. Many 
polit icians paid lip service to the negat ive effects of this exodus, 

BÉLA V Á R D Y , "Rendsze rvá l t á s nyolc éves késéssel. Magya r -magya r v i szony az 1990-
es években , " in Valóság (Budapes t ) , vol. 42, no. 5, May 1999, pp . 60-75; r ep r in ted 
in a shor te r fo rm in A XXXVIII. Magyar Találkozó Krónikája, ed. G Y U L A N Á D A S . 

Cleve land , Ohio: Á r p á d K ö n y v k i a d ó Vállalat , 1999, pp . 41-59. 
4 A l t h o u g h the w a r in Europe took place b e t w e e n Sep tember 1939 and Apri l 1945, 
H u n g a r y d id not join the w a r unt i l June 1941. 
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but Hunga ry ' s agrarian elite appeared to be more concerned with 
the adverse economic impact of this emigrat ion upon their own 
class position, than with its implicat ions for the fu tu re of the 
nation as a whole. 

Because of this rising concern, in 1905 the Hungarian Government 
initiated the so-called "Hungar i an Action," which tu rned out to 
be a concerted effort to retain the emigrants' affection and attachment 
to the mother country, with the ult imate goal of their repatriation.5 

The Hungar i an Government under took to subsidize c lergymen 
of var ious denominat ions , as well as teachers and journalists , in 
re turn for the la t ter ' s efforts to perpe tua te Hungar i an nat ional 
consciousness among the immigrants . In light of the defeat in 
World War I and the resul t ing d i smemberment of the Habsburg 
Empire, and therein of Historic Hungary, this action p roduced 
very few positive results. Three-fourths of the immigrants ultimately 
stayed in America, and their offspring became rapidly Americanized. 
Some of this Americanizat ion, by the way, was the result of the 
officially championed Americanization movement dur ing the latter 
part of World War I and the early 1920s.6 

The decision to remain in America, however, did not alter the 
immigrants ' a t tachment to the mother country. In point of fact, 
in light of their decision to stay, the emotional content of their 
patriotic a t tachment increased significantly. It manifes ted itself 
in var ious ways, but most impor tant ly in their effort to help the 

5 Conce rn ing the "Amer ican Act ion", see, P A U L A K. BENKART, Religion, Family, and 
Community among Hungarians Migrating to American Cities, 1880-1930. Bal t imore, 
Mary land : Ph.D.Disser ta t ion , The Johns H o p k i n s Universi ty, 1 9 7 5 , pp . 5 9 - 1 0 1 ; 

P A U L A K. BENKART, "Hungar i ans , " in Harvard Encyclopedia of American Ethnic Groups, 
ed. S T E P H A N T H E R N S T R O M , et al. Cambr idge , MA: H a r v a r d Univers i ty Press, 1 9 8 0 , 

pp. 4 6 8 - 6 6 9 ; BÉLA V A S S A D Y , "The ' H o m e l a n d Cause ' as S t imulan t to Ethnic Unity: 
The H u n g a r i a n - A m e r i c a n Response to Károlyi ' s 1914 Amer ican Tour," in Journal 
of American Ethnic History, vol. 2 , no. 1 , Fall 1 9 8 2 , pp . 4 1 - 4 2 ; STEVEN BÉLA V Á R D Y , 

The Hungarian-Americans. Boston: Twayne Publ ishers , 1 9 8 5 , pp. 8 7 - 8 8 ; and JULIANNA 

PUSKÁS, Kivándorló magyarok az Egyesült Államokban, 1880-1940. Budapest : Akadémia i 
Kiadó, 1 9 8 2 , pp . 2 6 0 - 2 6 9 . 

6 Conce rn ing the "Amer ican iza t ion Movemen t , " see ROBERT E . P A R K , The Immigrant 
Press and its Control. N e w York: Harper , 1992; r ep r in ted by G r e e n w o o d Press, 
Westport , Connect icut , 1 9 7 0 , pp . 4 3 0 - 3 2 ; G E O R G E B Á R Á N Y , "The Magyar s , " in The 
Immigrants' Influence on Wilson's Peace Policies, ed. JOSEPH P. O ' G R A D Y . Lexington: 
Univers i ty of Kentucky Press, 1 9 6 7 , pp . 1 4 0 - 1 7 2 ; P U S K Á S , Kivándorló magyarok az 
Egyesült Államokban, pp . 3 0 3 - 3 1 2 ; and V Á R D Y , The Hungarian-Americans, pp . 8 8 - 9 1 . 
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mother count ry amidst the miseries that have been hoisted upon 
it by the pos twar treaties. 

Interwar Period 
Although few of the immigran t s bel ieved that the restorat ion 

of the old order in 1920 was an ideal solut ion for Hungary , a 
huge majori ty of them still preferred the Hor thy-regime over Béla 
Kun (1886-1939) and his radical Bolsheviks of 1919. Moreover, 
whatever dislike they may have had for in terwar Hunga ry ' s "neo-
Baroque society,"7 this an t ipa thy was more than counterbalanced 
by their hur t nationalism and by their s imul taneous determinat ion 
to suppor t H u n g a r y ' s s t ruggle for terri torial revisionism. 

At the very same time and for the same reason, H u n g a r y ' s 
poli t icians and nat ional leaders also discovered their bre thren 
across the sea. They recognized the depth of the expatriates' emotional 
a t tachment to their former homeland , and they hoped to channel 
this a t tachment in a way that wou ld aid H u n g a r y ' s economic 
and political interests. To this end they ini t iated a whole barrage 
of p r o p a g a n d a activities. These inc luded the sending of a s t ream 
of p rominen t Hunga r i an visitors to the United States to reaff i rm 
emot ional contacts wi th the immigrants , and the mobil izat ion of 
var ious patr iot ic Hungar ian-Amer ican organizat ions against the 
Treaty of Trianon, and in favor of terri torial revisions.8 

The only segment of the Hungar ian-Amer ican communi ty that 
persisted in its opposi t ion to the Horthy-regime consisted of those 
avowed leftists and communis t s who had lost out in 1919, and 
then emigra ted to the United States or Canada . Those among 
them who were unable to gain appo in tmen t s at inst i tut ions of 
higher learning or other centers of intellectual endeavor congregated 
around the communist daily Új Előre (1922-1937) and its successors 
in N e w York,9 and the equal ly communis t weekly Kanadai Magyar 

7 This term, in re ference to the Hor thy - r eg ime , was f irst co ined and used by 
G Y U L A S Z E K F Ű in his Három nemzedék és ami utána következik. Budapest : Király Magyar 
Egye temi N y o m d a , 1934, p. 410. 
8 C o n c e r n i n g this mobi l iza t ion , see J E N Ő P I V Á N Y , Egy amerikai kiküldetés története. 
Budapes t : M a g y a r N e m z e t i Szövetség, 1 9 4 3 , p p . 9 5 - 9 6 ; and P U S K Á S , Kivándorló 
magyarok az Egyesült Államokban, p. 326. 
9 This c o m m u n i s t p a p e r w a s or ig inal ly f o u n d e d as Előre ( 1 9 0 5 - 1 9 2 1 ) . D u r i n g the 
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Munkás [Canadian Hungarian Worker] (1929-1964) in T o r o n t o . 1 0 

On the eve of World War II, the major i ty of the Hungar i an -
Amer icans were en thus i a s t i c in their s u p p o r t e d H u n g a r y ' s 
reacquisit ion of some of the lost terri tories f rom Czechoslovakia, 
Romania, and Yugoslavia. This was all the more so as these territorial 
revisions were just i f iable ethnically, l inguistically, as well as 
historically. Hungar ian-Amer icans were solid in their suppor t of 
Hungary ' s territorial gains, even though they d isapproved of their 
homeland ' s consequent mili tary alliance with Nazi Germany and 
Fascist Italy. 

At the same time there were also those — the communis t s , 
crypto-communists , and var ious left leaning liberals — who were 
convinced that not even ethnically and the linguistically justifiable 
territorial gains could validate Hungary ' s position within the Axis 
camp. This natural ly resulted in a bitter controversy be tween the 
two expatriate camps. They resorted to bitter political wrangl ings 
and name callings, labeling each other "fascists" and "communists," 
respectively. Dur ing the height of this controversy, the two main 
combatants were the "Movement for Independent Hungary" [MIH] 
headed by Tibor Eckhardt , and the "Amer ican Federa t ion of 
Democratic Hungar ians" [AFDH] headed by Rusztem Vámbéry 
— the former represent ing the "nat ional is t" majority, and the 
latter the " internat ional is t" minority.11 

height of the Red Scare it w a s shu t d o w n a n d the r e f o u n d e d as Új Előre ( 1 9 2 1 -

1 9 3 7 ) . In 1 9 3 7 it col lapsed because of lack of s u p p o r t , bú t then w a s r e f o u n d e d 
once more as a c ryp to - commun i s t Uni ted Front paper , n a m e d in r ap id success ion 
Amerikai Magyar Világ ( 1 9 3 7 - 1 9 3 8 ) , Amerikai Magyar Jövő ( 1 9 3 8 - 1 9 5 2 ) , a n d the 
finally the still existing Amerikai Magyar Szó ( 1 9 5 2 - ). See JÓZSEF K O V Á C S , A szocialista 
magyar irodalom dokumentumai az amerikai magyar sajtóban, 1920-1945. Budapes t : 
Akadémia i Kiadó, 1 9 7 7 , pp . 1 9 - 4 1 . 

10 Concerning the Kanadai Magyar Munkás and the activities of those who congregated 
around it, see CARMELA PATRIAS, Patriots and Proletarians: Politicizing Hungarian Immigrants 
in Interivar Canada. Montreal and Kingston: McGil l -Queen 's Univers i ty Press, 1994, 
pp. 1 4 9 - 1 6 6 . For related issues, see N Á N D O R F. DREISZIGER, "In Search of a Hungar i an -
Canadian Lobby: 1 9 2 7 - 1 9 5 1 , " in Canadian Ethnic Studies, vol. 1 2 , no. 3 , 1 9 8 0 , pp. 8 1 -

9 7 ; N Á N D O R F. DREISZIGER, "Mission Impossible: Secret Plans for a Hungarian Government-
in-Exile in Canada d u r i n g World War II", in Canadian Slavonic Papers, vol. 30, no. 
2 , 1 9 8 8 , pp. 2 4 5 - 2 6 2 ; and N Á N D O R F. DREISZIGER, et al., Struggle and Hope. The Hungarian-
Canadian Experience. Toronto: McClellan and Stewart Ltd., 1 9 8 2 , pp. 1 2 5 - 1 2 8 . 

11 On the activit ies of H u n g a r i a n - A m e r i c a n s d u r i n g World War I I , see BÉLA V Á R D Y , 

"Az amerikai magyarság a második vi lágháború viharaiban," in Valóság (Budapest) , 
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The MIH was f o u n d e d in 1941 by the former leader of the 
Smallholders ' Party, Tibor Eckhardt (1888-1972), who "defec ted" 
to the United States wi th the tacit approva l of the Hungar i an 
Government for the pu rposes of becoming H u n g a r y ' s spokesman 
in the West. His organizat ion enjoyed the secret f inancial suppor t 
of the Hor thy-regime, as well as the full backing of the recently 
resurrected American Hungarian Federation. It also had the sympathy 
and suppor t of the broad segment of the Hungar ian-Amer ican 
community , which — al though anti-Hit ler and ant i -German — 
believed in the justness and fairness of Hungary ' s revisionist gains, 
and felt that their mother count ry was but a p a w n in the hands 
of Nazi Germany. On top of this all, Eckhardt and the MIH was 
also aided by the effective lobbying activities of Archduke Otto 
von Habsbu rg (b.1912) on behalf of Hungary . Archduke Otto had 
establ ished a close work ing rela t ionship with President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt (r.1933-1945) immedia te ly af ter his coming to the 
United States in 1940, and he kept Eckhardt and the Hungar i an 
Government up to date on developments with respect to Hungary. 
For a brief momen t of history there was even a hope that wi th 
Roosevelt's help Otto may be able to reestablish the former Habsburg 
Empire in the form of a Central European Confederat ion.1 2 In 
point of fact, in early 1943 there was even an a t tempt to establish 
a so-called "Habsburg Legion" through the inclusion of all émigré 
Aust r ians and Hunga r i ans in the Uni ted States.13 

The rival AFDH was under the leadership of Rusztem Vámbéry 
(1872-1948), a noted legal scholar with leftist sympathies , who 

vol. 4 2 , no. 1 , January 1 9 9 9 , pp. 6 3 - 7 4 ; and STEVEN BÉLA VÁRDY, "Hungar ian-Amer icans 
d u r i n g World War II: Their Role in D e f e n d i n g H u n g a r y ' s In teres ts ," in Ideology, 
Politics and Diplomacy in East Central Europe, ed. M. B . B . BISKUPSKI. Rochester , NY: 
Univers i ty of Roches ter Press, 2 0 0 3 ) , pp . 1 2 0 - 1 4 6 . 
12 On A r c h d u k e Otto von H a b s b u r g ' s act ivi t ies in the Uni ted States d u r i n g World 
War II, see BÉLA V Á R D Y , " A Z amer ika i m a g y a r emigrác ió és H a b s b u r g Ottó v i szony 
a m á s o d i k v i l ághábo rú alat t és u tán , " in Valóság, vol. 41, no. 7, July 1998, pp . 37-
4 8 ; and STEVEN BÉLA VÁRDY, " "Archduke Otto von Habsburg and American Hungar ian 
Emigrés d u r i n g a n d a f te r World War II," in East European Quarterly, vol. 36, no. 
4 ( January 2 0 0 3 ) , pp . 4 4 1 - 4 6 3 . 
13 Conce rn ing the H a b s b u r g Legion, see the pe r sona l reminiscences of the no ted 
poet , GYÖRGY F A L U D Y , in his Jegyzetek az esőerdőből. Budapes t : Magyar Világ Kiadó, 
1 9 9 1 , p. 1 5 . (Co-au thored wi th E RI C J O H N S O N ) . 
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y 

was the son of the internat ional ly known Orientalist , Arminus 
Vámbéry (1832-1913). Rusztem Vámbéry enlisted the suppor t of 
a whole spect rum of fellow leftist liberals, whose ranks included 
the prominent sociologist Oscar Jászi (1875-1957), the Dracula 
film star Béla Lugosi (1883-1956), and the artist-photographer László 
Moholy-Nagy (1895-1946). But his suppor te r s also included the 
communist agitators and undereducated proletariat who congregated 
a r o u n d t h e Új Előre a n d i t s s u c c e s s o r , t h e Amerikai Magyar jövő, 
under the editorship of János Gyetvai [Nagy] (1898-1967). Vámbéry 
likewise had the sympathy and support of the London-based Count 
Mihály Károlyi (1875-1955), who by the early forties had become 
completely enamored with Stalin and the Soviet Union, and was 
known widely as the "Red Count."1 4 

Hungary ' s impossible position as Nazi Germany 's "unwil l ing 
satellite" made this rivalry into a rather unequal match.15 Eckhardt 's 
past as a former member of the so-called Ébredő Magyarok [Awakening 
Hungarians] and the Fajvédő Párt [Race-Protecting Party] in the 
early 1920s, soon pushed him out of the MIH's leadership. The 
defense of Hungary's national interests now reverted to the American 
Hungar ian Federation under the de facto leadership of Professor 
Tibor Kerekes (1893-1969) of Georgetown University. The results, 
however, were anything but desirable. Towards the end of World 
War II, Hungary came under Soviet occupation. Its borders were 
pushed back to the clearly unjustifiable Trianon frontiers, and it 
also lost three additional villages to Slovakia. Moreover, by 1948 
it had become a full-fledged Soviet satellite under the leadership 
of Hungary ' s "Little Stalin," Mátyás Rákosi (1898-1971).16 

14 This v iew about Károlyi is clearly expressed in m a n y c o n t e m p o r a r y H u n g a r i a n 
and H u n g a r i a n - A m e r i c a n publ ica t ions , i nc lud ing the one by the ed i tor of the 
Amerikai Magyar Népszava, P A U L N A D Á N Y I , in his s u m m a r y of Eckhard t ' s movemen t , 
The "Free Hungary" Movement, rev. ed. N e w York: The Amerikai Magyar Népszava , 
1942. In this less then ful ly de tached s tudy N a d á n y i calls Károlyi the "Red C o u n t " 
and refers to Rusz tem Vámbéry, w h o at that t ime w a s a l ready teach ing at the 
N e w York-based N e w School for Social Research, as the " C o u n t ' s Jester," p. 53. 
15 The term "unwi l l i ng satell i te" w a s coined by the U. S. A m b a s s a d o r to Hunga ry , 
J O H N F L O U R N O Y M O N T G O M E R Y , in his Hungary, the Unwilling Satellite. N e w York: The 
Devin-Adai r Company , 1947; repr in ted by Vista Books in Mor r i s town, N e w Jersey, 
1993; t rans la ted and pub l i shed in H u n g a r i a n as Magyarország, a vonakodó csatlós. 
Budapes t : Zr ínyi Kiadó, 1993. 
16 In add i t ion to the articles l isted in notes 8 and 9, see also S Á N D O R SZILASSY, "Az 
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These results, however , had very little to do wi th Vámbéry ' s 
and the AFDH's activities, bu t very much wi th the outcome of 
the war. In point of fact, the AFDH had next to no suppor t among 
mainline Hungar ian-Americans , and it s imply faded away toward 
the end of the war. Some of its leaders and spokesmen — such 
as Rusztem Vámbéry, Mihály Károlyi, and János Gyetvai [Nagy] 
of t h e Új Előre a n d t h e Amerikai Magyar jövő — r e p a t r i a t e d to 
Hungary. Initially they were given important political and diplomatic 
posts. Vámbéry was appointed Hungary 's Ambassador to the United 
States (1947-1948), Károlyi was named Hunga r i an Ambassador 
to France (1947-1949), while Gyetvai became Hungary 's Ambassador 
to Turkey (1949-1950). In the course of time, however , they too 
became disenchanted with political deve lopments in Hungary . 
Consequently, fo l lowing the complete communis t takeover and 
the resulting political purges, they either receded into the background 
(Gyetvai), or defected f rom their appoin ted posts, and asked for 
political asy lum in the West: Vámbéry in the United States and 
Károlyi in France.17 

World War II and the Cold War 
During World War II, the official relationship between Hungary 

and the United States deter iora ted progressively. In March 1941, 
Ambassador John F. Montgomery left the country, and on December 
13, 1941 — unde r German pressure — H u n g a r y declared war on 
the Uni ted States. This declarat ion, however , had never been 
sanct ioned by the Hunga r i an Parl iament , nor s igned by Regent 
Horthy.18 Thus, President Roosevelt s imply ignored it unti l June 
2, 1942, when he finally acknowledged it to the U.S. Congress. 

amer ika i m a g y a r s á g a m á s o d i k v i l á g h á b o r ú b a n , " in Új Látóhatár, vol. 30, nos. 1-
2, June 1979, pp . 138-143. 
17 For a s u m m a r y of Un i t ed S t a t e s -Hunga r i an re la t ions d u r i n g the i n t e rwa r a n d 
w a r years , see M A R K I M R E M A J O R , American-Hungarian Relations, 1918-1944. Astor, 
FL: D a n u b i a n Press, Inc., 1974. 
18 These facts are e m p h a s i z e d by A m b a s s a d o r Mon tgomery , accord ing to w h o m 
this "declara t ion of w a r " took place as fol lows: "Bárdossy called u p the [American] 
lega t ion and i n f o r m e d them that a s tate of w a r existed, bu t he ins is ted that it w a s 
not a dec la ra t ion of war. He w a s a sked to p u t this s t a t emen t in wr i t ing , b u t w a s 
re luc tan t to do so. U p o n be ing i n f o r m e d that no a t ten t ion w o u l d be pa id a verbal 
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After the conclusion of the war, U.S.-Hungarian diplomatic 
relations were gradually restored. In January 1946, Arthur Schoenfeld 
was appointed United States Ambassador to Hungary, while Aladár 
Szegedy-Maszák (1903-1988) became Hungar i an Ambassador to 
the United States. In 1947 the latter resigned and was replaced 
by Rusztem Vámbéry, who also resigned in early 1948 because of 
Hunga ry ' s progressive takeover by the communis ts . 

These d e v e l o p m e n t s , however , were pa ra l l e l ed by the 
s imul taneous intensification of the Cold War between the two 
superpowers, and the gradual worsening of the relationship between 
Hunga ry and the United States. As a result, the United States, its 
Western allies, and everyone connected with the West came to be 
viewed in Hunga ry with suspicion, and also became possible 
targets for political persecution.1 9 

By May 1947, when Hunga ry ' s coalition government headed 
by Ferenc Nagy (1903-1979) and the Smallholders Party was pushed 
out of power, most of the Hungar i an state proper ty that had 
been take to Nazi Germany had been repatriated. But the Hungarian 
Government 's repeated demands notwithstanding, the United States 
refused to repatr iate Hunga ry ' s Holy Crown. Moreover, in light 
of the undermining of Hungary's constitutionally elected government, 
the United States also vetoed H u n g a r y ' s membersh ip in the UN, 
began to beam Western news broadcasts to Hunga ry via the Voice 
of America, and s topped all fu r ther rest i tut ions to the country. In 

s ta tement , he sent a letter of conf i rmat ion . In this let ter he re i te ra ted that it w a s 
not to be regarded as a dec lara t ion of war, bu t that the H u n g a r i a n g o v e r n m e n t 
cons idered a state of w a r existed be tween the two countr ies . Appa ren t l y Bárdossy 
real ized that he could not get the consent ei ther of pa r l i amen t or the Regent to 
a formal dec lara t ion of war. When the f irst secretary of the legat ion, Mr. Travers, 
m a d e his good-by call on the Regent , the lat ter said to him: ' R e m e m b e r that this 
so-called declara t ion of w a r is not legal; not a p p r o v e d by the pa r l i amen t , not 
s igned by me. ' Obviously, H u n g a r y be ing forced by Hitler to declare war, Bárdossy 
took it u p o n himself to do so." Cf. M O N T G O M E R Y , Hungary, the Unwilling Satellite, 
p. 1 5 3 . See also I G N Á C ROMSICS , "A magya r h a d ü z e n e t amer ika i fogad ta t á sa , " in 
História (Budapest) , vol. 1 4 . , no. 2 . ( 1 9 9 2 ) , pp . 1 5 - 1 6 . 

19 For recent a s sessments of the d e v e l o p m e n t of the Cold War, see E D W A R D E . 

JUDGE and J O H N W. L A N G D O N , A Hard and Bitter Peace: A Global History of the Cold 
War. U p p e r Saddle River, N e w Jersey: Prentice Hall , 1 9 9 6 ; R O N A L D E . P O W A S K I , 

Cold War. The United States and the Soviet Union, 1917-1991. N e w York & Oxford : 
Oxford University Press, 1 9 9 8 , pp. 6 5 - 3 0 7 ; and WESLEY M . BAGBY, America's International 
Relations since World War I. N e w York& Oxford: Oxford Univers i ty Press, 1999, 
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response to these measures , in 1948 the Hungar i an Communis t 
Government — unde r very s t rong Soviet pressure — unde r took 
a number of anti-American measures. In the fall of 1948 it nationalized 
the joint H u n g a r i a n - A m e r i c a n Oil C o m p a n y [MAORT], and 
subsequently ordered the arrest (December 23, 1948) and conviction 
(February 8, 1949) of Card ina l Mindszen ty , accus ing h im of 
collaboration with American interests. 

A low point in U.S.-Hungarian relations was reached at the 
end of 1949 and early 1950, when the Hunga r i an Government 
nat ional ized the Standard Electric Company and arres ted and 
convicted two American businessmen — Robert Vogeler and Edgar 
Sanders — for alleged spying and sabotage activities. This resulted, 
among others, in the closing down of the Hunga r i an Consula tes 
in N e w York and Cleveland, and in te rmina t ing H u n g a r y ' s Most 
Favored Nat ion status. This freeze in U.S.-Hungarian relat ions 
continued through the 1950s and 1960s — broken only momentari ly 
by the Hunga r i an Revolut ion of 1956 and the ephemera l rule of 
the Imre Nagy ' s revolu t ionary government at the end of October 
and early November.2 0 

Although the suppress ion of the Revolut ion was condemned 
by most of the world, United States-Hungarian diplomatic relations 
were not broken. At the same time the re la t ionship be tween the 
two countr ies was lowered f rom the ambassador ia l to the chargé 
level.21 

The ice began to thaw in the mid-1960s, largely as a result of 
the policy of l iberalization init iated by János Kádár (1912-1989) 
in 1963. In the same year the so-called Hunga r i an Quest ion was 

pp . 1 3 7 - 4 0 3 . For re levant d o c u m e n t s see: E D W A R D H. J U D G E a n d J O H N W . L A N G D O N , 

eds. , The Cold War. A History through Documents. U p p e r Saddle River, NJ: Prent ice 
Hal l , 1999. 
20 Conce rn ing the pos t -Wor ld War II d e v e l o p m e n t s in Uni ted S t a t e s -Hunga r i an 
re la t ions , see the fo l l owing works : C H A R L E S G A T I , Hungary and the Soviet Bloc. 
D u r h a m , N C : D u k e Univers i ty Press, 1 9 8 6 ; C H A R L E S G Á T I , Magyarország a Kreml 
árnyékában. Budapest , 1 9 9 0 ; M I K L Ó S N A G Y , ed., Magyar külpolitika, 1956-1989. Történeti 
kronológia. Budapes t , 1 9 9 3 ; L Á S Z L Ó B O R H I , ed. , Az Egyesült Államok és a szovjet zóna, 
1945-1990. Kronológia. Budapes t , 1994. 
21 Of the m a n y w o r k s dea l i ng wi th the p r e l u d e to the 1956 H u n g a r i a n Revolu t ion , 
see especially: FERENC V Á L I , Rift and Revolt in Hungary: Nationalism versus Communism. 
C a m b r i d g e , MA: H a r v a r d Univers i ty Press, 1961. 
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also removed from the agenda of the United Nations, and in 1966 
the official diplomatic relations between the two countr ies was 
raised once more to the ambassador ia l level. The process s topped 
momentar i ly in 1967 because of the defection of János Radványi 
(b.1922),22 Hunga ry ' s representat ive to the UN, but then were 
resumed again in earnest in 1969. The climax of this improved 
relations was reached in 1978 with the return of the Holy Crown 
("St. Stephen 's Crown) and the grant ing of an MFN status to 
Hungary.2 3 

The Attitude of Hungarian-Americans Toward Hungary 
The at t i tude of the Hungar ian-Amer icans toward H u n g a r y in 

the period after World War II pret ty much fol lowed this same 
path, a l though it was punc tua ted by the expatr ia tes ' desire to 
help the mother country in wake of the dest ruct ions wrough t by 
the war. This is best exemplified by the establishment of the American 
Hungar ian Relief, Inc., whose goal was to help rebuild Hungary , 
and in the meanwhi le also to help to feed and cloth the mill ions 
of hungry and dest i tute Hungar ians . 

Although planned already in early par t of 1944, the American 
Hungar ian Relief, Inc. did not come into being unti l September 
23 of that year, when it was officially chartered as a New York-
based nonprof i t charitable organizat ion. Its founde r s inc luded 
the leaders of all of the top Hungar i an f ra terna l associat ions 
established at the end of the 19th century by the simple economic 
immigrants.2 4 Their ranks, however, did not include the above-

22 On Radványi 's defection, see his own assessment of Amer ican-Hungar ian relations 
after 1956: Hungary and the Superpozuers: The 1956 Revolution and Realpolitik. Stanford, 
CA: Hoover Ins t i tu t ion Press, 1972. 

23 For the best s u m m a r y of the Holy C r o w n ' s trials and t r ibula t ions , see T IBOR 

G L A N T , A Szent Korona amerikai kalandja, 1945-1978. Debrecen: Kossu th Egyetemi 
Kiadó, 1997; and TIBOR G L A N T , "Amer ican H u n g a r i a n Relat ions a n d the Return of 
the Holy Crown ," in Hungary's Historical Legacies: Studies in Honor of Professor 
Steven Béla Várdy, eds. D E N N I S P. H U P C H I C K a n d R. W I L L I A M WEISBERGER. N e w York: 
East European M o n o g r a p h s , Co lumbia Univers i ty Press, 2000, pp . 168-186. 
24 The original s igners of the founda t ion char ter of the American H u n g a r i a n Relief, 
Inc. inc luded Pres ident János Bencze and Execut ive Secretary Ká lmán Révész 
from the Verhovay Fraternal Association; President Ferenc Újlaki, Executive Secretary 
György Borshy-Kerekes, and Treasurer Imre Király f rom the H u n g a r i a n Reformed 
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ment ioned liberal intellectuals, who apparent ly were still unde r 
the il lusion that feed ing the dispossessed masses wi th ideology 
was more impor tan t than supp ly ing them with food, clothing 
and other necessities of life. Subsequent ly the Board of Directors 
of the American Hungar i an Relief, Inc. also came to include by 
a number of other p rominen t Hungar i an ethnic leaders, all of 
w h o m were connected wi th t radi t ional organizat ions that were 
members of the "patr iot ic" and ant i- internat ional is t American 
Hunga r i an Federat ion. 

In light of the above it should be evident to everyone that the 
l ion's share of the relief work a imed at he lp ing defeated and 
des t royed H u n g a r y came f rom the organizat ions establ ished by 
the oldt ime economic immigran t s and manned by them and their 
American-born children. The American Hunga r i an Relief, Inc. 
func t ioned for about eight years (1944-1952). By the end of 1949 
it had collected and del ivered $1,216,000 dol la r ' s wor th of aid to 
H u n g a r y and to the Hunga r i an refugees in var ious émigré camps 
in Germany. This inc luded $290,000 wor th of medicines, $279,000 
wor th of new clothing, food and tractors, and $647,000 wor th of 
used clothes, used shoes, and var ious personal items.25 

Initially much of this help went to Hungary , bu t af ter 1947, 
when the communis t takeover began and U.S.-Hungary relations 
worsened , this aid was redirected to Hunga r i an émigré camps in 
Germany and Austr ia . At first much of this help was del ivered 
via the United Nat ions Relief and Rehabil i tat ion Adminis t ra t ion 
[UNRRA].26 Later, however, this work was carried out by a freight 

Federa t ion of America ; Pres iden t Péter Suta and Chancel lor János Walkó f rom the 
Br idgepor t Federa t ion ; Professor Tibor Kerekes f rom G e o r g e t o w n Univers i ty in 
his capaci ty as the Execut ive Secretary of the Amer ican H u n g a r i a n Federa t ion ; 
a n d the no ted l awyer a n d legal exper t Mór Cukor , r ep re sen t i ng the N e w York 
H u n g a r i a n associa t ions . 
25 C o n c e r n i n g the act ivi t ies a n d ach i evemen t s of the Amer ican H u n g a r i a n Relief, 
Inc., see A R T H U R D O B O Z Y , " A Z Amer ican H u n g a r i a n Relief, Inc. edd ig i m u n k á j a , " 
in Emlékkönyv az Amerikai Magyar Szövetség 80. évfordulójára, ed. E L E M É R B A K Ó . 

Washington, D.C.: Az Amerikai Magyar Szövetség, 1988, pp. 56-58; and Az Amerikai 
Magyar Népszava Aranyjubileumi Albuma - Golden Jubilee Album. N e w York: Az 
Amer ika i M a g y a r N é p s z a v a , 1950, pp . 95-97. 
26 For the w o r k of the UNRRA and o ther re la ted o rgan iza t ions involved in he lp ing 
pos t -World War II re fugees , see G E O R G E W O O D B R I D G E , UNRRA: The History of the 
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company headed by Captain James G. Pedlow of the Internat ional 
Red Cross, and partially owned by the Hungar i an Miklós Brack. 
This freight company under took to ferry all of the collected goods 
to Hunga ry and then dis tr ibute them free of charge. They only 
charged for indiv idual gift packages that were sent by Americans 
directly to their relatives in Hungary. Captain Pedlow, by the 
way, had already been involved in relief work for H u n g a r y after 
World War I, much of it organized by the legendary Countess 
László Széchényi, neé Gladys Vanderbilt (1886-1965).27 

In addi t ion to sending aid to H u n g a r y and to the Hungar i an 
refugee camps in Germany, the American Hungar i an Relief, Inc. 
was also involved in helping many of the refugees to emigrate to 
the United States. Based on the two Displaced Persons Laws of 
1948 and 1950, the McCarran-Walter Act of 1952, and the Refugee 
Relief Act of 1953 about twenty-s ix- thousand Hungar i an political 
émigrés settled in the United States.28 The American Hungar i an 
Relief, Inc. found sponsors for them, received them upon arrival, 
and suppor ted them in their search for homes and employment . 

All this required much time and effort , which were freely 
given by Hungarian Americans in their effort to help their brethren. 
They received very little in re turn. Official Hungar i an politics by 
this t ime were ful ly under the control of the Soviet Union, and 
as such, all Americans of whatever origins were placed into the 
"capital ist- imperial ist" category. 

United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, 3 vols. N e w York: Co lumbia 
Univers i ty Press, 1 9 5 6 ; L O U I S E W . H O L B O R N , The International Refugee Organization: 
A Special Agency of the United Nations. Its History and Work, 1946-1962. London-
N e w York-Toronto, 1 9 5 6 ; W O L F G A N G JACOBMEYER, Vom Zwangsarbeiter zum Heimatlosen 
Ausländer. Die Displaced Persons in West Deutschland, 1945-1951. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck 
& Ruprecht , 1 9 8 5 ; and M A R K W Y M A N , DP. Europe's Displaced Persons, 1945-1951. 
Phi lade lphia : The Balch Inst i tute; London-Toronto: Associa ted Univers i ty Presses, 
1 9 8 9 ) . 

27 Conce rn ing Coun tess Széchényi-Vanderbi l t , see A magyar társadalom lexikonja. 
Budapes t : MTL Kiadóvál la la t , 1 9 3 0 , p. 5 3 4 ; J Á N O S JÓZSEF G U D E N U S , A magyarországi 
főnemesség XX. századi genealógiája, 4 vols. Budapes t : N a t u r a — Tellér Kft. — 
Hera ld ika , 1 9 9 0 - 1 9 9 8 , I V , p. 3 5 ; and E T E L K A BAJI a n d L Á S Z L Ó C S O R B A , Kastélyok és 
mágnások. Budapes t : HG & Társa Kiadó, 1994, p. 182. 
28 These four laws collectively permit ted the immigrat ion of nearly 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 displaced 
persons , of w h o m barely 4 % were H u n g a r i a n s . See R E E D U E D A , Postwar Immigrant 
America. Bos ton-New York: St. Mar t in ' s Press, 1 9 9 2 , pp . 1 7 0 - 1 7 1 ; a n d L E O N A R D 
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Nor did they receive much gra t i tude f rom the newcomers , 
who represented a totally different segment of Hunga r i an society 
than the older immigran t s and their American born offspr ing. 
These two segments of the Hungar ian-Amer ican communi ty — 
the old-time economic immigrants and the post-World War II political 
immigran t s — could never really mix. 

Dur ing the immedia te post-World War II years, there were still 
some minimal contacts between Hungary and Hungarian-Americans 
— basically those on the far left of the political spectrum. By 1948, 
however, these contacts have ceased altogether. Even some of the 
left-liberal members of the Hungar ian diplomatic corps defected, 
including Ambassador Vámbéry and a number of his staff. 

With the exception of the few days in late October and early 
N o v e m b e r 1956, connec ted wi th the ant i -Sovie t H u n g a r i a n 
Revolut ion, this freeze in diplomat ic relations remained in force 
right into the late 1960s. By then, however, Kádá r ' s l iberalization 
policies (1963) and the New Economic Mechanism (1968) began 
to have their impact upon this relat ionship. In 1969 this thaw 
had reached a point where even United States-Hungarian scholarly 
exchanges were initiated through the newly established New York-
based Internat ional Research and Exchanges Board [IREX] and 
the Budapes t -based Inst i tute for Cul tura l Relations [Kulturális 
Kapcsolatok Intézete].29 From then on the push to improve relations 
be tween the the two countries , as well as be tween H u n g a r y and 
the Hungarian-American community, became a number one priority 
for the Hungar i an Government . As ment ioned above, this move 
had reached its climax with the Holy Crown ' s repatr ia t ion in 
1978. This act i m p r o v e d Uni t ed S t a t e s - H u n g a r i a n re la t ions 
significantly, but it also split the Hungar ian-Amer ican communi ty 

D I N N E R S T E I N and D A V I D M . R E I M E R S , Ethnic Americans. A History of Immigration, 3rd. 
ed. N e w York: H a r p e r & Row Publ i shers , 1988, pp . 218-219. 
29 The a u t h o r of this s t u d y w a s a m o n g the f irst ba tch of Amer ican scholars to do 
research in H u n g a r y based on this a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n the IREX a n d the KKI. 
One of the resul ts of his research w a s the b i r th of his in teres t in h i s to r iography , 
w h i c h u l t imate ly resu l ted in the publ ica t ion of three books and several dozen of 
a r t i c les on th i s top ic . The b o o k s i n c l u d e : Hungarian Historiography and the 
"Geistesgeschichte" School. C leve land : Á r p á d Academy, 1974; Modern Hungarian 
Historiography. N e w York: East European M o n o g r a p h s , Co lumbia Univers i ty Press, 



Hungarian AmericaJis and the Mother Country. 221 

into two v io len t ly an tagon i s t i c camps . There were the 
"irreconcilables" who refused to have any contacts with communist 
Hungary and with any Hungar ian who represented the homeland; 
and the "compromisers" who established int imate contacts with 
the Hungarian scholarly and artistic world, and also tried to support 
those members of the Hungar ian intelligentsia who were work ing 
for changes at home, within the l imitat ions imposed u p o n them 
by the communist regime. This emotional split within the Hungarian-
American communi ty did not begin to heal unti l two or three 
years after the collapse of communism. 

The Collapse of Communism and its Impact 
1989-1990 represents the annus mirabilis [year of miracles] in 

Hungarian history. During the 1980s the whole fabric of communist 
society, th roughout the Soviet-dominated communis t wor ld , was 
coming apar t at its seams. In H u n g a r y the si tuat ion was m a d e 
even worse by the fact that the a c h i e v e m e n t s of " g o u l a s h 
communism" were to a large degree the result of Western loans, 
which — in in conjunction with the regimes lax economic policies 
— fired up Hungar ian economy dur ing the 1970s and early 1980s. 
By the late 1980s, however, the si tuation had reached the point 
where even servicing the loans became a near-impossibili ty, and 
thus the whole system went into a tumble.30 

The collapse began with the exodus of the East Germans f rom 
Hungary in August and September of 1989, fol lowed by the fall 
of the Berlin Wall in November, and the downfa l l of all other 
communis t dictatorships in Central and Eastern Europe in late 
1989 and early 1990. This process of collapse was capped by the 
dissolution of the Soviet Union at the end of 1991. 

1976; and Clio's Art in Hungary and in Hungarian-America. N e w York: East European 
M o n o g r a p h s , Columbia Univers i ty Press, 1985. 
30 Conce rn ing the fall of c o m m u n i s m , see: D. S. M A S O N , Revolution and Transition 
in East Central Europe. Boulder, CO: Westv iew Press, 1 9 9 6 , p. 4 1 - 1 8 9 . Conce rn ing 
H u n g a r y ' s i nvo lvemen t in this collapse, see: Laioful Revolution in Hungary, 1889-
1994, ed. BÉLA K . KIRÁLY and A N D R Á S B O Z Ó K I . N e w York: Social Science Monographs , 
Columbia Universi ty Press, 1 9 9 5 ; R U D O L P H L . TŐKÉS, Hungary's Negotiated Revolution: 
Economic Reform, Social Change, and Political Succession, 1957-1990. Cambr idge : 
Cambridge University Press, 1996. On Hungarian-American reaction to these changes, 
see the articles by Béla Várdy a n d Agnes H u s z á r Várdy l isted in note 3, above . 



222 Steven Béla Várdy 

In the meanwhi le , Hunga r i an elections ended the nearly half 
a century of communis t rule and in May 1990 placed the first 
pos t -communis t Hungar i an government into power. Lead by the 
"populis t-nat ional is t" Hungar ian Democratic Forum [MDF] under 
József Antal l ' s pr ime minis tersh ip (1990-1993), the new regime 
under took to d i smember most vestiges of communis t dominat ion 
and to restore H u n g a r y to its p re -communis t s tatus. 

The rise of a "populist-nationalist" government created a feeling 
of euphoria both in Hungary and abroad within Hungar ian émigré 
and ethnic communi t ies . Abroad, this euphor ia affected both the 
"irreconcilables" and the "compromisers" — each expecting some 
recognition for their efforts during the previous two or three decades. 
Both groups felt that their past activities have contributed significantly 
to the collapse of communism in Hungary and thus were deserving 
of some form of recognit ion. The "irreconcilables" felt that their 
an t i -communis t p r o p a g a n d a was a major factor in the regime 's 
collapse, while the "compromisers" were convinced that their 
help to and close collaboration with Hungary 's dissident intellectuals 
was a more significant cause in u n d e r m i n i n g the regime f rom 
within . 

Irrespective whe ther they were "irreconcilables" or "compro-
misers ," both g roups wan ted their past activities on behalf of a 
free and independent Hungary to be recognized by the new regime. 
With the exception of a very few who could not really "make it" 
in the Uni ted States, most of the émigrés were th inking not of 
mater ia l rewards , nor of appoin ted posit ions, but ra ther of some 
form of moral recognit ion. They also wanted their Hungar i an 
ci t izenship to be restored in the same easy manner — by means 
of a law or a pres ident ia l decree — in which it had been taken 
away f rom them. Because of the u n p r e p a r e d n e s s of the n e w 
government , few of these expectat ions were fulf i l led. 

Given of ten amateur i sh pe r fo rmance of H u n g a r y ' s first post-
communis t government , the initial euphor ia of 1990 soon tu rned 
into d i sappoin tment . By 1992 this dis i l lus ionment took hold of 
most of the populat ion, as well as of the politically active members 
of the émigré communi t ies th roughou t the wor ld . By 1993 many 
Hungar ians , as well as Hungar ian-Amer icans began to quest ion 
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the authenticity of political and social reforms and even the legitimacy 
of the new regime. At the same time, a number of those back 
home also developed some nostalgia for the per iod of "goulash 
communism". 3 1 

This was the result of several undes i rable and unexpected 
developments. The latter included the collapse of the social welfare 
safety net, and the appearance of raw capital ism, a long wi th 
unemployment , the need to work harder, and the unavoidabi l i ty 
of having to compete with the much more advanced Western 
industr ia l world . The shrewd and the well-connected were able 
to take advan tage of this chaotic t ransi t ion per iod to enrich 
themselves at the expense of the average worker. The result was 
the social and economic polarizat ion of Hungar i an society — a 
phenomenon that had been u n k n o w n under communism. 3 2 

At the same time raw politics also intruded into the relationship 
among individual members of society. Men of ability were pushed 
aside by those in power s imply because they had declined to join 
the rul ing political par ty (MDF), while at the same time mediocre 
personali t ies were appoin ted to posi t ions of impor tance merely 
for being party members.33 Viewed from outside, these developments 
were particularly repulsive to the "compromisers," because political 
power was now in the hands of those w h o m they had be f r i ended 
earlier, for w h o m they had been labeled "communis t s" by the 
"irreconcilables," and with whom they "had been dreaming about 
the beautiful future that would follow the collapse of communism".34 

31 Some of this d i s a p p o i n t m e n t is clearly revealed in the in t e rv iews pub l i shed by 
L Á S Z L Ó GYŐRFFY in his Tiroli muskátli magyar erkélyen. Budapes t : M u n d u s M a g y a r 
Egyetemi Kiadó, 1998. 
32 All this is descr ibed in detai l in V Á R D Y , "Rendsze rvá l t á s — nyolc éves késéssel ," 
pp . 60-75. 
33 For mode ra t e ly critical v iews on the Antal l and his reg ime see: KATA B E K E , 

Jézusmária! Győztünk. Budapes t : Belvárosi Könyvk iadó , 1 9 9 3 ; and S Á N D O R RÉVÉSZ, 

Antall József távolról, 1932-1993. Budapes t : Sík Kiadó, 1995. For more pos i t ive 
v iews see: Az ismeretlen Antall József. Emlékezések, cikkek, interjúk, dokumentumok. 
Budapest: Mundus Magyar Egyetemi Kiadó, 1 9 9 8 ; és JÓZSEF DEBRECZENI, A miniszterelnök. 
Antall József és a rendszerváltozás. Budapes t : Osir is Kiadó, 1998. 
34 Quoted from the au thor ' s printed circular written in early 1994 about his experiences 
in H u n g a r y and Sub-Carpa th ian Ruthen ia in the s u m m e r of 1993. This c i rcular 
had been sent out to n ine ty- three pe r sons in several count r ies . 
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Given that this d is i l lus ionment hit both compet ing factions, 
the ideological differences and long-s tanding animosi ty be tween 
the "irreconcilables" and the "compromisers" suddenly disappeared. 
Thus, unexpected ly they found themselves on the same side of 
the political fence, and now directed their anger and disappointment 
against the new regime. 

The fall of the "popul is t -na t ional is t" MDF regime and the 
return of the reform communis ts in the form of a coalition between 
the ex-communis t Socialist Par ty and the al legedly unpat r io t ic 
Alliance of Free Democra ts [MSZP-SZDSZ] in 1994 forced most 
Hungar i an Americans to reassess their posi t ion vis-a-vis the MDF 
and its suppor te r s . In spite of their earlier d i senchantment , they 
h a d to s u p p o r t the MDF, because f rom their perspec t ive the 
al ternat ive was even worse . Consequently, in the course of the 
next four years they lobbied hard for the return of a "more nationalist" 
political regime. They f o u n d their choice in the Alliance of Young 
Democra ts - H u n g a r i a n Civic Par ty [Fidesz-MPP], which, unde r 
the leadersh ip of the you th fu l Viktor Orbán (b.1963), had moved 
their ideological orientation in the direction of populist nationalism, 
and then emerged victor ious in the elections of 1998. Suppor ted 
by the Smal lholders Par ty [FKGP] and the remnants of the MDF, 
the Fidesz-MPP established a government in Hungary, whose policies 
were much more in line wi th the needs and aspira t ions of the 
s t rong ly a n t i - c o m m u n i s t a n d at least m o d e r a t e l y na t iona l i s t 
aspi ra t ions of the major i ty of Hunga r i an Americans.3 5 The fall of 
the Orbán-government in 2002, and the re turn of the Socialist-
Free Democrat ic coalition to power, p u s h e d them into opposi t ion 
again. Al though also d isenchanted wi th some of Orbán ' s policies 
du r ing the latter par t of his tenure, the Fidesz-MDF coalition still 
represented the more desirable alternative between the two competing 
political forces in early 21st-century Hungary . 

35 The r ep re sen ta t ive p a p e r s of the H u n g a r i a n - A m e r i c a n press genera l ly were 
over joyed at Orbán ' s election and the loss of power by the Socialist-Free Democrat ic 
coal i t ion, a l t h o u g h they d id not a lways a p p r o v e the n e w p r i m e m i n i s t e r ' s e f for ts 
to enl is t the services of some of the m a i n s t a lwar t s of the d e f u n c t MDF regime. 
See for example I S T V Á N FÁY, " A l a p k ő . A s z a b a d s á g h a r c év fo rdu ló já ra , " in Hadak 
Utján (Calgary) , Sep tember -Oc tober 1998, pp . 3-5. 
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While this a t t i tude does not necessary represent the views of 
a great number of intellectuals connected with various insti tutions 
of higher learning in the United States — many of w h o m are 
more liberal in their out look than the political immigran ts in 
general — the major i ty of Hungar i an Americans were general ly 
support ive of the Orbán-government , and are rooting for its return 
to power in 2006. They generally favor its policies, app l aud its 
achievements in domestic and foreign policy, and also hope that 
the Fidesz-lead coalition will re turn to power in 2006, and will 
remain the political force in Hunga ry far beyond that date.36 

All in all, while Hungar i an Americans never had a problem-
free relat ionship with the mother country, the major i ty of them 
feel closer to, and more will ing to cooperate with a government 
that they perceive to be t radi t ional and patriotic. In point of fact, 
it is the relative absence of traditionalism and patriotism in modern 
Hungar ian society that is most d i s turb ing to the members of the 
political emigration, not only in the United States, but also throughout 
the Western World. 

36 It is generally true that among intellectuals connected with universi t ies and 
major periodicals, the percentage of those with leftists leanings is much greater 
than among the populat ion in general. This is also true for Hungar ian-Amer icans . 
The influence of these intellectuals upon the main body of the émigrés and ethnic 
communit ies , however, is generally minimal. 
Based on the elections of April 2006, their expectations were not fulf i l led. 


