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The H u n g a r i a n v e r s i o n of Szi lassy ' s b o o k u n d e r r e v i e w is the f i rs t 
v o l u m e in the ser ies «Tr ianon S tudies» [Tr ianoni T a n u l m á n y o k ] in i t i a ted 
in H u n g a r y by the n e w l y f o u n d e d H u n g a r i a n N a t i o n a l H i s to r i ca l Society 
[Magyar N e m z e t i Tö r t éne t i Tá r sa ság ] ba sed in the city of K a p o s v á r , The 
p u r p o s e of this ser ies - a n d of i ts sponso r ing assoc ia t ion - is to coun te rac t 
the nega t i ve i n f l u e n c e s of c o m m u n i s t ru le in H u n g a r y , w h e n the Treaty 
of Trianon - the m o s t d e s t r u c t i v e a n d d e f i n i n g even t in H u n g a r y ' s h i s to ry 
s ince the Battle of M o h á c s in 1526 - cou ld n o t even be m e n t i o n e d , let 
a lone e x a m i n e d f r o m the v a n t a g e po in t of t he na t ion tha t h a d su f f e r ed 
m o r e f r o m the p u n i t i v e t r ea t i e s f o l l owing Wor ld War I t h a n a n y o the r of 
the defeated states. The English version of this book was originally publ ished 
near ly three d e c a d e s ago in the so-called «Behind the Iron C u r t a i n Series» 
p u t ou t by the n o t e d H u n g a r i a n novel is t , C o u n t Alber t Wass (1908-1998), 
for the p u r p o s e s of p r e s e n t i n g a non-Marx is t v i e w of H u n g a r i a n his torical 
d e v e l o p m e n t s . In those d a y s , h is tor ica l w r i t i n g in H u n g a r y w a s still 
unde r the control of the Sovie t -dominated H u n g a r i a n Socialist [Communis t ] 
Worke r s ' Party. In c o n s e q u e n c e of this, it w a s still pos s ib l e to p u b l i s h 
m a j o r s y n t h e s e s of H u n g a r i a n h i s to ry w i t h on ly a casua l r e f e r e n c e s to 
the Treaty of Tr ianon a n d its consequences . O n e of the be s t e x a m p l e s of 
this is A H i s t o r y of H u n g a r y tha t a p p e a r e d in severa l w e s t e r n l a n g u a g e s 
u n d e r the ed i to r sh ip of Ervin Pamlényi in 1973, w h e r e Trianon is d i smissed 
in t w e n t y - e i g h t l ines a m o u n t i n g to less t han a fu l l page (pp . 461-462) in 
a work of 676 pages. Being publ i shed by a small press wi thout the appropr ia te 
a cademic a f f i l i a t ion , the i m p a c t of Szi lassy ' s Engl i sh l a n g u a g e w o r k on 
A m e r i c a n h i s t o r i o g r a p h y c o n c e r n i n g H u n g a r y w a s n a t u r a l l y m i n i m a l . 
A n d this h o l d s t rue n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the scho la r ly mer i t of th is w o r k , 
w h i c h - if p u t o u t by a m a j o r a cademic p u b l i s h e r - cou ld h a v e i n f l u e n c e d 
m a n y of the s u b s e q u e n t s cho l a r l y w o r k s t o u c h i n g u p o n the pos t -Wor ld 
War I years . Even so, Sz i lassy ' s book was recent ly r epub l i shed in a s l ightly 
rev ised H u n g a r i a n ed i t i on , p r e s u m a b l y w i t h the h o p e of i n f l u e n c i n g the 
H u n g a r i a n r e a d i n g pub l i c , w h i c h for m a n y y e a r s had b e e n c u t off f rom 
the resu l t s of r e spec tab le W e s t e r n his tor ica l s cho l a r sh ip . Like its ear l ier 
Engl i sh l a n g u a g e p r edeces so r , the recent ly p u b l i s h e d H u n g a r i a n ve r s ion 
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of this book covers the per iod b e t w e e n 1918 and 1921 in ten sepa ra te 
sections, inc luding c h a p t e r s on H u n g a r y ' s invo lvement in World War I, 
the f inal m o n t h s of the war , the c o u n t r y ' s collapse in November 1918, 
the es tab l i shment of a l iberal republ ic u n d e r Count Mihá ly Károlyi, and 
that of a Soviet Republ ic unde r Béla Kun , the transit ion f r o m c o m m u n i s m 
to nat ional ism, the rise of Admira l Nicholas Hor thy to power , the s igning 
of the Peace Treaty of Trianon, K i n g / E m p e r o r Karl ' s t w o unsuccess fu l 
a t t empt s to re turn to the H u n g a r i a n th rone , the resu l t ing de th ron iza t ion 
of the H a b s b u r g dynas ty , and the beg inn ings of social and pol i t ical 
consolidat ion under A d m i r a l Hor thy ' s leadership. Szilassy's work is based 
par t ia l ly on the p r o d u c t s of t radi t ional historical schola rsh ip of the pos t -
Trianon period, and partially on archival materials found in several American 
archives, inc luding t h o s e of S tanford Univers i ty ' s H o o v e r Ins t i tu t ions , 
the Na t iona l Archives in Washington , the Library of Congress , and the 
Archives of Columbia Univers i ty Library. These collections contain m a n y 
of the p a p e r s of the pos t -World War I H u n g a r y ' s pol i t ical leaders a n d 
poli t ical regimes. Sz i lassy ' s tone in th is vo lume is tha t of a percep t ive 
and de tached scholar, w h o at the s a m e t ime has an emot iona l link to his 
topic. It reflects cons ide rab le read ing and much archival research. At the 
same t ime it also reflects the au thor ' s lack of effort or desire to incorporate 
the resul ts of more recen t historical research into his vo lume . Much ha s 
been done in this area d u r i n g the pas t three decades bo th in H u n g a r y 
in the United States , and the author should probably have taken cognizance 
of this fact. As it s t a n d s , based on h is notes, the H u n g a r i a n vers ion of 
h i s b o o k a p p e a r s l i ke a r ep r in t of the three d e c a d e s old v o l u m e . 
N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g his f a i lu re to incorpora te the resul t s of more recent 
historical scholarsh ip in to his vo lume , Szilassy's book is a most u s e f u l 
vo lume . It gives a clear, concise, a n d at t imes cap t iva t ing overv iew of 
H u n g a r y ' s historical evo lu t ion at a m o m e n t of its h i s to ry when it f o u n d 
itself «on the br ink of an abyss.» Szi lassy ' s nar ra t ive is preceded by an 
essay au thored by Ká lmán Magyar, the current President of the Hunga r i an 
Nat iona l Histor ical Society, as well as by the a u t h o r ' s o w n in t roduc t ion , 
where he descr ibes the scenes of h i s archival research. The latter does 
conta in a s l ight m i s s t a t e m e n t concern ing the Hoover Ins t i tu t ion, w h i c h 
is located not in the «ne ighborhood of Stanford University,» but r igh t in 
the very enter of the S tanford campus . Szilassy's vo lume is supp lemen ted 
by an A p p e n d i x that con ta ins ten re levan t documen t s (letters, speeches , 
proc lamat ions) , a r ev i ew of the or ig ina l English ve r s ion of this book, 
several p h o t o g r a p h s a n d maps , a selective name and subject index, as 
well as a shor t b iog raph ica l essay abou t the author . Magya ro r szág a 
szakadék szélén [ H u n g a r y on the Brink of an Abyss] is a scholarly, yet 
p o p u l a r work that d e s e r v e s to be read by all w h o crave an object ive 
analysis of Hunga ry ' s political evolut ion dur ing one of the darkest per iods 
of its history. 
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