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Abstract 

NOW A NEW CHAPTER APPEARS IN THE KALEIDOSCOPE HISTORY JOURNAL: 

AN ENCYCLOPEDIA ON THE HISTORY OF DENTISTRY. THE DETAILED 

ARTICLES CAN BE READ BELOW. 
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The history of dentistry is traditionally written temporally, from ancient civilizations to 

current events. This encyclopedia attempts a different approach, a history of individual tools, 

instruments, materials, agents, interventions, specialties, providers or patients, concepts and 

trends, and anything related to dentistry and dental practice. Every one of the planned 500 

entries will be relatively short, often not exceeding 300-1500 words, with one or more 

illustrations and a few key references—further readings. Whenever possible, the 

primary source material is provided for each stand-alone entry. At the bottom of each page, 

the reader will find related topics that can be accessed by typing “The history of….”. We are 

uploading to this website about 50 subjects each year as we complete them. We anticipate 

completing all entries in the next few years. 

  

These entries have been carefully written and researched by the two editors. We tried to avoid 

referencing second-hand information to avoid the errors many review articles make, quoting 

other reviews instead of the primary source. If the reader finds our entries useful, please cite 

them:   

 

Encyclopedia of the History of Dentistry, Forrai J and Spielman AI, Editors.  

DOI: 10.32558/encyclopedia.dentistry 
 

Thank you 

 

Dr. Forrai Judit, DDS, PhD, DSc, Semmelweis University, Institute of Public Health, Department of 

History of Medicine, Budapest, Hungary 
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