A KOREAI NEP ES NEMZET KIALAKULASA

KI-DONG LEE

Azok az eurépai utazék, akik a miilt szdzad kozepe t4jan Kelet-Azsidban jar-
tak, még csak nem is dlmodtak arrél, hogy a tdvoli ,,Chosu kirdlysaga”, melyet 6k
»A reggeli nyugalom foldje”-ként ismertek, egy évszazaddal kés6bb virdgzé modern
orszdggd lesz. A nyugatiak szemében a XIX. szdzadi Korea szegény agrdrorszig
volt, mely elutasitvan a nyugati kozeledést, megmaradt hermetikusan elzért kirdly-
sdgnak. A XIX. szdzad végén azonban Korea megnyitotta kapuit a nyugatiak eltt
és ekkortajt 1étesitett diplomaciai kapcsolatokat Magyarorszaggal is.

A Korea és Magyarorszag kozott létrejott kétoldald kapcsolatok azonban nem
fejlédhettek tovabb, mert 1905-ben Japan, Oroszorszdg felett aratott gyGzelmének
eredményeként atvette a koreai diplomdcia irdnyitdsat és azt kovetelte, hogy Korea
szakitsa meg diploméciai kapcsolatait méds orszdgokkal. Szuverenitdsat6l megtosztva
a koreai kormdny tehetetlen volt a japdn tilerSvel szemben és ezért kénytelen volt
aldfrni az ,)in. védelmi szerz8dést”. Ito Hirobumi, a koreai japan rezidens tdbornok,
kozolte a koreai kirdllyal, hogy a protektoratus olyasféle viszonyt jelent majd Korea
és Japan kozott, mint amilyen Magyarorszdg és Ausztria kozott allt fenn a dualiz-
mus keretei kozott. Mindez azonban diplomdciai csaldsnak bizonyult és a Japdn csd-
szdarsdg 1910-ben nyfltan annektdlta Koreit.

A 35 évig tart6 japan gyarmati uralom alél valé felszabaduldst a szovetsége-
seknek a II. vildghdboriban a fasiszta erSk felett aratott gy6zelme hozta meg Ko-
reanak is. Bar nemzeti kdzmegegyezés jott létre arrdl, hogy a népet egyesiteni kell
és egy uj, fiiggetlen dllamot kell 1étrehozni, az orszdgot egy északi és egy déli rész-
re osztottdk, s a népet belesodortdk egy véres, pusztité hiaboriba, mely romba dén-
totte az orszdgot. A koreai nemzet tehdt hosszi-hosszd, megprébdltatasokkal és sze-
rencsétlenségekkel siilyosbitott id6 alatt alakult ki, ma mar azonban a vildg az dGjon-
nan iparosodott nemzetek kozott tartja szdmon.

Embertani szempontbdl a koreai a mongolid nagyrasszhoz tartozik, nyelvésze-
tileg pedig, a besz€lt koreai nyelv az ural-altdji nyelvcsalddhoz tartozik. A koreaiak
Gsei a Szungari folyé medencéje fel6! vandoroltak be az orszigba, a félsziget észa-
ki, szdrazfoldi hatdrdn keresztiil, és bdr az Gsi koreai torzsek kiilonboz8 eredetiek
lehettek, az észak-dzsiai jelleg volt koztiik a meghatdroz6. Az északi népek dél felé
valé vindorldsa, Mandzsiridn keresztiil, még a torténeti korokban is folytatédott.
A Kr. e. 1. évezredben a Koreai-félszigeten mar bronzkori civilizacié virdgzott.
A régészeti leletek a Bajkal-t6tél délre levé teriiletek &skori kerdmidjdval mutatnak
rokonsigot, mely kiilonbozott a kinai Shang kerdmidtél.

Ebben az id§szakban Dél-Mandzsiridban és az egész Koreai-félszigeten szi-
mos kisebb politikai egység jott 1étre és ezek koziil a tdrsadalmi és politikai szer-
vezGdések koziil emelkedett ki az az er§s és hosszi ideig virdgzé 4llam, melyet
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,,Ko-chosun”-nak neveztek. Teriilete D-Mandzsiri4t6l E—Koreéig terjedt. Ko-chosun
szovetkezett az egykor hatalmas északi Hsiung-nu térzsekkel, majd sikeresen védte
meg teriileti integritdsat az északkelet-kinai Yen feudalis dllammal szemben, éppigy,
mint a Kinai Csdszarsdggal szemben, mely felett ekkor a Han-dinasztia uralkodott.

1945 6ta Koredban szamos régészeti dsatdst végeztek, s érdekes mddon tébb
helyen keriiltek eld szkita és szarmata eredetii leletek, melyeket Kiils6-Mong6lidba,
az ordoszi teriiletre szillitottak. A sztyeppei tton, nomad térzsek kozvetitésével ju-
tottak el ezeknek a kultirdknak emlékei a Koreai-félszigetre. 1991-ben, amikor a le-
ningrddi Ermitdzs kidllitast rendezett Szoulban, az érdekl6dS koreaiakra igen nagy
hatdssal volt a kidllitott targyak egy része és bizonyos koreai régészeti leletek kozti
nagy hasonl6sdg. Ez a kidllitds nagyban hozzdjarult a koreai nép torténelmi hori-
zontjdnak tdgitisahoz.

Ko-chosun hatalmas és er6s maradt egészen kb. a Kr. e. II. szazadig. Majd
romjain szdmos kis dllamocska jott 1étre. Kr. e. 108-ban a kinaiak lerohantdk a Ko-
reai-félszigetet és Eszaknyugat-Koredban létrehoztdk a Lo-lang Parancsnoksagot,
mely azutdn a Kina fel6l érkezd kulturélis hatdsok kozpontjava vélt. Ebben az id6-
szakban 4llandé volt a hdboriskodas a sok kis dllam kozott. Nagy népmozgésok is
torténtek, igy pl. a negyedik szdzadban olyan népvindorldsi hulldm érte el a félszi-
getet, mely a legnagyobb volt azok kozott, melyek Eszakkelet-Azsiaban valaha is
lezajlottak.

A kinai hatalom hanyatldsa €s ezzel parhuzamosan a nomdd népcsoportok no-
vekvd ereje rést nyitott a legySzhetetlen kinai falon, s a noméd torzsek akaddlyta-
lanul 4raszthattdk el Kina északi alfoldjét. A Kégurjé kirdlysag érett meg els6ként
arra, hogy allammad alakuljon. A Yalu folyé6 medencéjére tdmaszkodva lerontotta a
Lo-lang Parancsnoksagot és egymds utdn gydzte le a szomszédos térzseket. Er6sen
megvetette 1abat a Dél-Mandzsiridra és Eszak-Koredra is kiterjed§ teriilet felett.
Korea déli részén létrejott a Pekcse kirdlysdg (a félsziget délnyugati részén) és az
egyre novekvs hatalmi Szilla dllam (a félsziget délkeleti részén). E hirom egymads
melletti kirdlysdg létrejotte nagy lendiiletet adott a kulturdlis fejlédésnek, ugyanak-
kor azonban heves rivalizdldshoz is vezetett. Végiil a Szilla kirdlysag volt az, mely
legyGzte két rivalisat és — el6szér a koreai torténelemben — egyesitette az orszagot.

Ennek az egyesitésnek, mely a hetedik szdzad végén tortént, messzemend ha-
tdsa volt a koreai nép fejlédésére. Visszatérve a hdrom kirdlysdg kordra, a koreai
nép kialakuldsa meglehet6sen komplex folyamat volt. Pl. a K6gurj6 kirdlysdg népe
a Maek és a Ye torzsekhez tartozott, mig a Pekcse és a Szilla kirdlysag népessége
tobbnyire a Han emberfajtahoz. Noha mindegyik emlitett fajtit a mongolid nagy-
rasszhoz tartozénak vélik és az altaluk beszélt nyelvek az altdji nyelvcsaladhoz tar-
toznak, regiondlis jellegzetességek és helyi véltozatok fennmaradtak tovabbra is.
Ugyanakkor a Szilla dllam er8s kozpontositott biirokratikus uralma alatt a félsziget
lakossdga fokozatosan egységes kultirdt és szokasrendszert alakitott ki s egyetlen
néppé valt.

Korea torténete a Koreai-félsziget allamhatarai k6zott zajlott. Mandzsiria felsl
az Gskortdl kezdve id6rdl idGre altdji nyelven beszéld nomad bevandorldk érkeztek
a félszigetre. Itt azonban, mmtegy bezdrva a félsziget foldrajzi hatdrai koz€, gyorsan
beilleszkedtek a koreai népbe és kultirdba. Igy tehat a foldrajzi tényezSk nagyban
hozzajarultak az egyesiilt koreai nép gyors kialakuldsghoz.

A X. szdzad elején a Szilla-dinasztist a Koryo-dinasztia valtotta fel, majd
1932-ben a Koryo-t6l a Yi-dinasztia vette dt az uralmat. Bar az uralkoddk és az
uralkodé osztdlyok tobbszor is valtoztak a torténelem folyamén, a nép nagyjabol-
egészében ugyanaz maradt, és att6l kezdve, hogy a Szilla kirdlysag egyesitette az
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orszdgot, mintegy 1300 éven keresztiil a nemzeti hatirok véltozatlanok maradtak.
Ez egyediilallé jellegzetessége a koreai torténelemnek.

Torténelme sordn Koredt harciasan hazafiaskod6 és hdborira szomjas népek
vették koriil, aminek kovetkeztében az orszagot kiviilr6l nemcsak kulturdlis hatdsok
érték, de szinte 4lland6 katonai nyomdsnak is ki volt téve Kina, Japdn és a t6le
északra levd teriiletek fel5l. Korea foldjét nemegyszer teljesen leromboltdk. A nép
azonban Ontudatra ébredve ellendllt az ismétlodS invdziGknak. A nemzeti tragédidk
sordn Korea népe bizonyos értelemben megerdsodott, s identitdsdnak tudatdban mdar
koréan sikeriilt feliilkerekednie minden megprébaltatdson és nehézségen.

FORMATION OF THE KOREAN PEOPLE AND NATION

During the middle of the nineteenth century, those Europeans who traveled
through East Asia could not possibly imagine that the secluded ,,Kingdom of Cho-
sun”, which was then known as ,the Land of Morning Calm”, turning into a thri-
ving modern country one hundred years later. To the Westerners, the nineteenth cen-
tury Korea was a poverty stricken agrarian country that had rejected the Western
approach and thus remained as a hermit kingdom. It was, however, during the last
part of the nineteenth century that Korea finally opened its country to the Wester-
ners, and that Korea also established diplomatic relation with Hungary.

The bi-lateral relations thus established between Korea and Hungary got no-
where because the triumphant Japan in 1905 took over the Korean diplomacy as a
result of its victory over Russia and its subsequent demand of severance of the dip-
lomatic relations with other nations. Being stripped of sovereignty, the Korean go-
vernment at that time was powerless to resist the overwhelming forces of Japan,
and consequently it was compelled to sign ,,the Treaty of Protection”. Ito Hirobumi,
the Japanese Resident General in Korea, reported to the king of Korea that the state
of Protectorate should make the relationship between Korea and Japan comparable
to that relationship between Hungary and Austria within the framework of dual mo-
narchy of your great nation. Such was proved to be a diplomatic chicanery, and the
Empire of Japan annexed Korea outrightly in 1910.

Korea was liberated from the Japanese colonial rule, which lasted for 35 years,
as a result of the allied victory over the Fascist powers in World War II. While
there reached a national consensus that the people should united together and build
a new independent state, the country was divided into north and south, and then
the nation was involved in an internecine war which turned the country into ruins.
Korea as a nation, thereby, came a long way through a series of trials and misfor-
tunes, and it, however, presently ranks as a newly industrialized nation in the world.

In terms of race, the Korean belongs to the Mongolian stock and linguistically
speaking Korean is part of the Ural Altai language family. The ancestors of Korean
drifted from Sungari River basin into Korea across its northern land frontier, and
although the early Korean tribes may have been of diverse origins, North Asian
strains were predominant, and that the southward movement of the northern people
from Manchuria continued into historic times. By the first millenium B. C., the Ko-
rean peninsula entered the period of the bronze age, and the remains show connec-
tions with the prehistoric wares of that south of Lake Baikal, Siberia, wich was dif-
ferent from that Shang China’s.
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It was during this bronze age that there sprang up many political units
throughout southern Manchuria as well as Korean peninsula and among those social
and political organizations, there emerged a strong and long lasting state was known
as ,, Ko-chosun” whose territory extended from southern Manchuria to north Korea.
Ko-chosun had allied with once powerful Hsiung-nu tribes in the north, and then
successfully defended its territorial integrity against the state of Yen, a feudal state
in the northeast China as well as the great Chinese empire, Han dynasty.

Since 1945, there has been a series of archaeological excavations in Korea,
and interestingly enough certain findings at various excavation sites were the ves-
" tiges of Scythian and Sarmatian cultures, which were transmitted to Ordos region,
Outer Mongolia. Going through the steppe route these cultures transferred to Kore-
an peninsula by certain nomadic tribes. The Hermitage Museum, Leningrad, held an
exhibition of its holdings on the Scythian culture at Seoul on 1991, the interested
people in Korea were deeply impressed by its similarity to those ancient relics in
Korea and also the exhibition widened the visions of Korean people at large.

Ko-chosun remained powerful until about the second century B. C., and on the
ruins of Ko-chosun, a nuinber of petty states came into being. In 108 B. C. the
Chinese invaded Korean peninsula and installed the Lo-lang Commandery in the
. northwestern part of Korea which, thenceforth, served as a center of cultural trans-
mission from China to Korea. It was during this period that there were constant
warfares among numerous states and also occurred great migrations of people into
the peninsula, and actually the fourth century was recorded in which the greatest
migrations of people had ever taken place throughout the northeast Asia.

The simultaneous developments that the decline of Chinese power and the grow-
ing power of nomadic tribes opened up huge gaping holes through the impregnable
great wall and thus enabled the nomadic tribes to sweep across the northern plain
of China. Meanwhile, in southern Manchuria and Korean peninsula the numbers of
tribal leagues, that had been engaged in life and death struggles against one another,
were reduced to three major kingdoms.

The Kingdom of Koguryo was the first to mature into a state. Based upon the
Yalu River basin, it destroyed the Lo-lang Commandery and conquered the neigh-
boring tribes one after another, Koguryo was firmly established over the extended
territory in southern Manchuria and north Korea. In Southern part of Korea, on the
other hand, the Kingdom of Paekche was founded in the southwestern part of Ko-
rea, and the growing state of Silla was established itself in the southeastern part of
the peninsula. The formation of three kingdoms side by side stimulated cultural de-
velopment and also brought about severe rivalry among themselves. It was the
Kingdom of Silla which eventually conquered two other rival states and then uni-
fied the country for the first time in the Korean history.

The unification of Korea under the Silla in the late seventh century had far
reaching influences on the development of Korean people. Going back to the three-
Kingdom period, the making up of Korean racial stock was quite complex indeed.
For example, the people of Koguryo was consisted of Maek and Ye stocks, while
the the people of Paekche and Silla were made up mostly with Han race. Although
all of these races were considered part of the Mongolian stock and spoke languages
which derived from Altai linguistic family, they still maintained regional characte-
ristics and preserved local variations. However, under the firm control and supervi-
sion of the unified authorities of the Silla, the people who resided in the peninsula
had gradually learned to share common custom and culture, and then became one
people within an integrated territory.
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Korea is a country which has developed within the state boundary of the Ko-
rean peninsula. Since prehistoric times, there have been periodic waves of migration
of the far ranging Altaic speaking nomads from Manchuria. Upon reaching Korea,
they were locked up inside the geographic confines of the peninsula and were ra-
pidly integrated into the Korean culture and people. Therefore, the geographic fac-
tor had contributed to the promt formation of a unified people of Korea.

The Silla dynasty was replaced by the Koryo dynasty in the beginning of the
tenth century, and the Yi dynasty took over the rein of power from the Koryo in
1392. Although there have been a series of turn over of power as well as change
of ruling classes, the people as a whole remain the same and the national boundary
stayed unchanged for about 1,300 years since the unification of the country by the
Silla. This is a unique feature of the Korean history.

Throughout the history Korea has been surrounded by jingoistic and war like
people, and that it has not only served as crossroad of cultural influences but also
military pressures from China, Japan and the areas to the north. While the foreign
aggressions have wreaked havoc upon the land and people of Korea from time to
time, the people became fully conscientios of the national identity as they resisting
to such repeated invasions. In a way, Korea has thrived in the national adversities
and it developed the national distinctiveness and firm identity early while over-
coming all kinds of national trials and hardships.
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