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ABSTRACTS

Bicskei, Éva: Between Amateurism and Professionalism.
Art Education of Women up to World War One

This study focuses on the history of art education of women in Hungary from the
second half of the 19th century up to World War One. It explores two inter-re-
lated research questions: Could newly-created national institutions—such as the
National Institution for Training Drawing Teachers, and the Royal Painting
School for Women—their training and professional qualification, change the ex-
isting pattern of public perception of female art activity as amateur and non-pro-
fessional? Could the professional training of women put an end to their
marginalization in the art-life, facilitating their professional activity as painters or
drawing teachers?

For answering these questions, the study first discusses the private art train-
ing and artistic activity of women and their public evaluation as “amateurism”
before the foundation of national institutions, paying attention to the divergent
social and cultural evaluation of “amateur” and “professional” art activity at
a time when participation to the Hungarian national art-life was based on gender,
class and ethnicity. The second part documents the institutional mechanisms em-
ployed by the ministry of education in order to create and enhance a gender divi-
sion of professional training. The third part analyses the gendered educational
policies as reflected in the admission of women to the two institutions, their cur-
ricula and their examinations, as compared to those of men, focusing mainly on
certain subjects such as anatomy, nude drawing and applied arts. It also pays spe-
cial attention to the impact of feminist movements on educational policies. The
last part evaluates the job possibilities of female drawing teachers, the public
appreciation of professional female painters, as well as the reaction of their associ-
ations against gender discrimination at the turn of the century.

The article concludes that, instead of offering chances for a more equal com-
petition with men in the art life and on the job market, the newly-built national
educational institutions organized professional art activities according to gender
criteria, in the context of two parallel but conflicting processes, namely the forma-
tion of state-financed art institutions and the gradual advancement of women’s
education and professional activity.
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Cieger, András: Interests and Strategies. The Local Political
Elite’s Chances to Enforce Interest in the Counties of the
Kárpátalja Region under Dualism

The study is based on the prosopographic analysis of the leading political groups
(lord lieutenants, sub-prefects, members of parliament) in the counties of Bereg,
Ugocsa, Ung and Máramaros under dualism. In the focus of the paper is the inter-
pretation of different techniques of local elite recruitment and individual interest
validation and the three most typical recruitment channels and processes that
were revealed by examining the career paths.

Mapping the network of relatives demonstrates the closed nature of local
elites, however, the examination of how key positions in the local political elite
were filled, points at the effective self-recruiting ability of elite families. In spite
of these facts, by drawing on counter-examples, this study urges to refine the sim-
plifying image according to which networks of relatives played an exclusive role
in the distribution of political functions and in decision-making. On the other
hand, networks based on membership in associations played a huge role as well.
This study takes a closer look at the life and social composition of county casinos
and free masonry lodges as well, since local political, economic and cultural elites
took an active part these. Finally, the study presents the compromise between
local interests and central power (as a regional specialty): counties of the region
began to expect from the election of „famous” people or „unknown” persons pro-
vided with influential connections but lacking local connections that they would
represent local interests better. The most important conclusion of the paper is
that even around the end of the period one can rather talk about political elites
bound to that locality than about a regional leading stratum cultivating intensive,
cross-county relations.

Farkas, Gyöngyi: “Girls, Mount the Tractor!” Woman
Tractor Drivers at the Machine Station and in Propaganda

In the beginning of the period of extensive industrialization in Hungary
(1949–1953), there was a powerful campaign launched for the recruitment of
women as tractor drivers. Leaning on the increased labour-demand in industry
and an exaggerated idea of gender equality as arguments, women were de-
manded in huge numbers in almost all professions, even in those, which were ear-
lier only practiced by men. Behind the goal to set women on the tractor board
was not only the motivation to mechanically copy the Soviet pattern but also the
contemporary idea to base agriculture primarily on women – while men were
rushing into industry.
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Being a tractor driver, which counted as heavy physical work, did not become
a popular profession among women. The propaganda-produced favourable im-
age of the woman tractor driver did not compensate for the lack of real attraction
and true interest. The number of women working with tractors did not come
near to the extent planned by those on power (50%), even at the peak of the cam-
paign it reached only 8%. At the same time, with the figure of the tractorist girl
wrapped in contemporary ideology, propaganda has created the most successful
symbol of the era.

Almost all tractorist girls came from that poor peasant layer of society that
was accustomed to woman labour from earlier on. Probably, the machine station
was only a short stop for them that they chose on propaganda’s influence and
that they, seeing the difficulties, left for other jobs offered in great numbers by
extensive industrialization (building operations, factories etc.).

Hámori, Péter: Women’s Roles and Social Policy in Hungary
1920–1944

In welfare policies, next to helping out those in need, the intention to „discipline”
was quite recognizably present from the beginning on in entire Europe as well as
in Hungary. This ambition covered the entire scope of life of the concerned, in-
cluding family relations and gender identity. Those involved in welfare policies as-
pired to control these spheres as well, as in return for benefits given. At the same
time, the range of expectations and prescribed behavioural patterns were ex-
tended to social workers, too: in our case, social political literature, education
and social expectations prescribed a clearly definable set of behavioural norms
for – usually unmarried – women in the welfare profession.

The study examines this question through the activity of two products of
Hungarian welfare policies of the 30’s and 40’s: poor (beggar) attendance accord-
ing to the Egri (later Hungarian) Norm and the National Foundation for the Pro-
tection of the People and the Family. This choice seems reasonable, since contem-
porary welfare politicians regarded these two systems the highest peak of Hungar-
ian welfare activity. Accordingly, both professional literature on the topic and
propaganda paid great attention to them and thanks to this, intentions of social re-
form were more in the foreground than in the case of other welfare policy sys-
tems.

208 ABSTRACTS



Heltai, Gyöngyi: Hazards of Interstate Cultural Relations:
the “Theatre Tour Ceremony”. The Princess Csárdás
in Romania in 1958

This paper focuses on the adaptability of a boulevard theatre genre in the context
of totalitarian communism. Prior to 1945, the Hungarian operetta was a popular
branch of mass culture that was integrated into international show business.
When Hungary became part of the Soviet Empire, the intrusion of socialist realist
aesthetics into the music theatre practice resulted in performances containing
a mixture of entertainment and political propaganda. The professionalism of
pre-war stars made the “socialist operetta” a relatively successful schematic thea-
tre genre that was used in interstate cultural relations between Soviet block coun-
tries. These state-organised theatre tours were accompanied by ritualised, forma-
lised manifestations of political friendship. This essay focuses on the Romanian
tour of a “socialist version” of The Princess Csárdás. The adaptation was repre-
sented abroad as Hungarian socialist realist theatre art, despite the fact that the
operetta composed by Imre Kálmán had already been staged in 1916. Based on
confidential reports of the Hungarian diplomacy, the paper outlines the intended
political goals and the actual gains of the Romanian tour. How was the ambigu-
ous message of The Princess Csárdás read in Bucharest and Kolozsvár (a former
Hungarian town, with a huge Hungarian minority)? What was the wider political
context of this tour, and how did it relate to the Romanian role in the defeat of
the 1956 revolution? These are the questions that arose from this example of ap-
propriation of a significant piece of mass culture in a state socialist environment.

Kiss, Zsuzsanna: The Organization of the Zala County
Economic Association in the Age of Neo-Absolutism

By examining the first period of the Zala County Economic Association
(1858–1867), this study takes a look at the following statement formulated
around the turn of the century: “admittedly, the purpose of early economic asso-
ciations is to advance agriculture, however their working manifests in political de-
bates.” The founding of the Zala County Economic Association occurred within
the first wave of economic association formations (in 1861), with its leadership
coming from among members of the county aristocracy and landed gentry, and
enjoying the support of the county joint tenants and the economic intelligentsia.
This study arrives at the careful questioning of the above quotation by introduc-
ing how the association and its membership worked. The examination of the few
data available has helped identify the double nature of membership. Accordingly,
the core of the association was made up by the old gentry of the county: they not
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only took the main roles in the public administration and the political life of the
county, but also occupied the leading positions within the association. Regular
members only received positions next to them, in the administrative leadership of
the association. However, reports of the working of the association, moreover
both the county and the state economic press testify that the association has nei-
ther been the asylum of those banished from politics, nor was it the cave of the
political opposition, they rather suggest that its general activity concentrated on
the raising of county economy and the successful possible facing with new chal-
lenges.

Szegedi, Péter: It All Began with the First Shoe Ties…
The Birth of Professional Hungarian Football

The first professional football championship in Hungary was organized in 1926,
which was altogether the fifth in the world after England, Scotland, Austria and
Czechoslovakia. This branch of sport started conquering Hungary (and Central
Europe) around the end of the 19th century. In the beginning, football players
were not paid by their clubs – however, as football rapidly gained popularity,
clubs, in order to raise the already high number of spectators and their own in-
comes, gave officially amateur (pseudo-amateur) players diverse benefits.
Although there are examples of professionalism from before the First World
War, besides football violence, the amateur–professional contest was the most im-
portant subject in Hungarian football after 1919.

This essay is concerned with the regulation of the transfer of players, the (ille-
gal) incomes of players, detection of pseudo-amateurs and the role international
games played in the development of professionalism. Finally, the paper also
touches upon the question of bets and presents renowned cases of stew.

Tóth, Eszter Zsófia: “What Happens When I Take Root?”
Experiences of Migration and Remigration in the Stories of
Woman Labourers’ Course of Life

This paper examines course of life interviews conducted with members of an un-
skilled woman labourer brigade (and their families) that received the State Prize
in 1970. The focus is on how interviewees as young girls experienced leaving
their homes for Budapest.

After taking a look at the relevant international literature on the subject, the
paper presents the motivations behind migration. Reasons were not only of finan-
cial nature, since interviews reveal individual and group-oriented strategies
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behind migrational processes as well. Furthermore, the paper presents the inter-
viewees’ ways of keeping contact with their homes and the representation of
these relationships. One can conclude that in spite of the great attraction the me-
tropolis radiates, migrants appropriate their local identities not only to their new
environments but also to their birthplaces.

Finally, the study examines a relatively neglected area of migration, namely
the question of remigration. As the basis for this serve course of life interviews
conducted with those brothers and sisters of labourer brigade members, who had
periodic jobs in Budapest but re-migrated to their homes and continued to live
there. The study shows that in their course of life stories, remigrants present them-
selves as persons who, when back home, can profit from their knowledge gained
in Budapest.
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