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Short history of Hungarian dictatorship: indexes and library
weeding

SlPOS /A\ﬂﬂd /\/\agdo\na

Konyvtari Figyel6 (Library Review) vol. 21. (567.) 2011. no. 1. p. 11-39.

The author published the history of politically motivated book withdrawals in the
period 1945 through 1950 and a content analysis of indexes in the earlier is-
sues of this journal (3 and 4, 2007). This time she presents the lists published in
1952-1953 as well as the lists of library weeding in the period 1962-1966. She
outlines in short the social and political processes in the background, as well as
the distorted relations in literature and the arts. Then follows an analysis of works
included in the lists from the points of contents and subjects, and a comparison
with lists issued earlier.

The three lists published in 1952-1953 included 14 487 works. It was the aim of
withdrawals to discard works serving the tastes of ,philistines”, and to keep in
libraries the works which reflected the principles of Socialist realism. From the col-
lections maintained from public money many works of fiction and youth literature
have been evaluated as valueless, although popular with readers, thus disregard-
ing the pluralism of tastes.
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In the period 1962-1966 five central lists appeared
about the withdrawal of a total of 2 700 works. The
lists were actually not about withdrawal but about
weeding, and were prepared in co-operation with the
newly established Library qualification committee.
The lists included vulgar works of political agitation
from the fifties, as well as scientific and non-fiction
works outdated from a professional point. The rel-
evant lists are analysed in detail.

Views about information literacy
DOMSODY Andrea

Konyvtari Figyel6 (Library Review) vol. 21. (57.)
2011. no. 1. p. 40-58.

International literature deals a lot with the interpre-
tation of information literacy and its development —
first of all as regards academic students. The author
presents the model of C. Bruce, C. Maybee and L.
Limberg which focuses on information use, relying
on the objectives and presumptions of library users
while collecting information. Library use has been
the subject of some earlier surveys in Hungary (Kat-
sanyi, Gereben, Horvath). The author compares the
relevant models. The practice of information seeking
depends on the situation, the problem to be solved
and the personality of the student/user. It can be
carried out mechanically, objectively, looking for the
right answer, and at the highest standard, trying to
comprehend the problem in a complex manner.

Library image was characterised in the past 50 years
by a humanist-educatory, liberal-service providing
and socially obliged approaches. In our days we
meet traditional (paper-based), modern (document-
based) and postmodern (information-oriented) Ii-
brary images. Constructivist pedagogy focuses on
cognitive structures and their development proc-
esses. Its achievements may assist in improving the
philosophy behind user education and constructivist
library pedagogy.

Library blogs as virtual community
spaces

BOGNAR Noéni Erka — KOZMA Zssfia -
TORMASI Gabriella — TOTH Mité

Kényvtari Figyel6 (Library Review) vol. 21. (567.)
2011. no. 1. p. 59-74.

A library blog is an ,official” blog managed by a li-
brary. The authors, three students and their tutor un-
dertook to analyse a few blogs of public libraries in
Hungary, they looked for answers to two questions: if
the blogs help in creating virtual communities around
library web pages (i.e. if they act as community
spaces), and what is the role of a librarian blogger in
operating virtual communities (i.e. whether the blog
form or the operating person determines the suc-
cess of a service).

During the survey, in the period January to April
2010, 17 public library blogs in Hungary and in the
Hungarian communities of neighbouring countries
were analysed. The entries and comments were
counted by months, and their content was disregard-
ed. As a control, a book-related blog of a well-known
news portal (with book reviews and related reflec-
tions) was used, around which attracted an active
community.

The survey found that most of the Hungarian public
library blogs do not function as community spaces,
users can be involved in generating content only
infrequently, and the average library user does not
take part in exchange at all. A well-operating library
blog requires much effort from librarians, without
their continuous and intensive presence no lively
community space can evolve.

PISA 2009: results and correlations
NAGY Attila

Konyvtari Figyel6 (Library Review) vol. 21. (57.)
2011. no. 1. p. 75-80.

The Hungarian Office of Education published the
summary data of the PISA (Programme for Interna-
tional Student Assessment) 2009 survey; the present
article provides its quick analysis. PISA assess-
ments focus on 15-year-old students and on three
areas of knowledge: text comprehension (reading),
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mathematics and science. During the survey a mini-
mum of 4600 tests are collected from given OECD
countries.

The performance of Hungarian students has been
constant during previous surveys (2000-2006); they
reached the OECD average, however, in one area
only, in science. The indices have improved by 2009,
and Hungarians succeeded in reaching the average
of OECD countries in all fields. From among the
states of its narrower region Hungary’s achieve-
ments have proved to be outstanding. We got from
the earlier ,weak” category to the ,average” group in
the field of text comprehension; we remained at the
“medium” level in science with an identical perform-
ance, and with the same scores we got into the ,me-
dium” group (the averages of countries have namely
deteriorated). The reviewer summarises at the end
the factors contributing to improving text compre-
hension.

MESSAGES FROM THE PAST

Who was Karoly Szab6?
SZABO Séndor

Koényvtari Figyel6 (Library Review) vol. 21. (57.)
2011. no. 1. p. 81-89.

Karoly Szabd (1824-1890) is considered to have
been a bibliographer of old Hungarian prints by
the library profession. His personality and activities
are less known, although he was an acknowledged
researcher, philologist, historian of his time. His li-
brarian career started at Nagykérés where he was
responsible for the library of the secondary gram-
mar school, in addition to his work as a teacher and
researcher. His career continued in Kolozsvar (Cluj,
Romania today) where he was librarian of the Erdé-
lyi Mizeum Egylet (Transylvanian Museum Associa-
tion). He selected the pre-1711 books from the col-
lection, and compiled the library’s catalogue which
became the foundation of his three-volume biblio-
graphic work to be published later. An item of lasting
value in his oeuvre is his Régi magyar kényvtar (Old
Hungarian library) which became an indispensable
work of Hungarian retrospective bibliography. Its first
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volume includes Hungarian prints published in the
period 1531-1711 (1879). The second volume regis-
ters prints from Hungary, not in Hungarian, from the
period 1473-1711; it was published in 1885. Com-
missioned by the Hungarian Academy of Sciences
he began to compile the third volume, about the
works published abroad before 1711 in languages
other than Hungarian, but he died before he could
finish this venture. The collected materials have
been edited by Arpad Hellebrandt into two volumes
(1896-1898).

The essay also presents Karoly Szabd’s activities as
a historian, local studies researcher and translator.

The Memoria typographiarum (1818)
of Janos Németh

POGANYNE ROZSA Gabriella

Koényvtari Figyel6 (Library Review) vol. 21. (57.)
2011. no. 1. p. 90-106.

Janos Németh (1778-1848) teacher, priest and
teacher of religion was the author of a long forgot-
ten work about the history of Hungarian printing
in Latin, the Memoria typographiarum, which was
a unique accomplishment in its age related to the
earlier published, modest works. When registering
the books printed in Hungary it was Németh’s aim
to take stock of the Hungarian cultural heritage. His
sources included the works published, existing bibli-
ographies and printed library catalogues. The opin-
ion of successors was not favourable, his work was
not considered as a work on printing history, just as a
bibliography which listed the prints alphabetically by
towns, and included imprecise data.

The essay presents the history of how his work had
been compiled and the work’s assessment in profes-
sional literature. In the author’s view Németh’s work
deserves respect and is an essential part of the lit-
erature on printing history.



FROM ABROAD

Bibliometrics in practice: assessing
scholarly activities with library tools

HAINAL WARD Judit et al.

Konyvtari Figyel6 (Library Review) vol. 21. (57.)
2011. no. 1. p. 107-131.

The essay analyses the references of research ar-
ticles published on a special field of science (addic-
tive diseases) in three databases (Google Scholar,
SCOPUS and Web of Science). The authors inves-
tigated the special features of these databases from
the point of authors having written the articles, the
journals having published them and the research
findings. It turned out that it is not sufficient to use
a single database for bibliometric analyses. The va-
lidity of citation indices and the usability of perform-
ance indicators in general are questioned by the
differences between databases regarding access to
authors and articles, and imprecise references. Us-
ing a single database it is not certain that a real re-
search performance is reflected, while the database
may serve as orientation for comparison with other
research ventures.

Young people with equal chances:
what can libraries do? Projects and
best practice examples from European
countries

FEIMER Agnes

Konyvtari Figyel6 (Library Review) vol. 21. (57.)
2011. no. 1. p. 133-144.

Libraries provide services to support the social in-
clusion of disadvantaged people. They pay special
attention to young people and to those threatened
by social exclusion. The Metropolitan Szabd Ervin
Library, Budapest started a mentoring service for
young people in an endangered life situation. At a
related conference the author described some use-
ful European projects and examples for participants,
focusing first of all on successful project such as the
Partners for Change (Great-Britain) and on the pro-

grammes of The Reading Agency. She presented
some non-traditional helping services (Idea Stores,
Studio 12, Kirjasto 10) as well. In the Scandinavian
countries there are special library services for ethnic
minorities and immigrants with the aim to keep their
mother tongue alive, to teach the receiving country’s
language, and to bridge the digital divide. In the four
countries participating in the project Libraries for All
local advisory boards have been set up at some of
the pilot libraries, and the members were also ac-
tively involved in implementing related activities (i.e.
in providing multicultural services). From the Czech
Republic examples from two city libraries are quoted,
where programmes are in progress on the inclusion
of Roma youth.

Terrorism and terrorists in the library,
or the PATRIOT Act’s (double) impact
in the USA. Conflicts between state
security and freedom of speech

ELEK Judit

Konyvtari Figyel6 (Library Review) vol. 21. (57.)
2011. no. 1. p. 145-153.

The essay investigates how far citizens’ rights are as-
serted in libraries and how far they can be restricted.
Libraries face namely severe conflicts; the principle
of free access to information may be damaged if the
collection, storage and preservation of information
become tools in preventing terrorism.

SCHWAMM, Hartmund, STEPHANS,
Derek — CLEEVE, Marigold: Marketing
orientation of national libraries.

(Abstrdct by E\/d \/iszocselcpéteri)

Konyvtari Figyel6 (Library Review) vol. 21. (57.)
2011. no. 1. p. 155-162.

This study investigates how far European national
libraries have adopted marketing principles and de-
veloped a marketing orientation to face new chal-
lenges. The degree of a marketing orientation was
analysed in the websites of 14 national libraries, the
national library buildings of Austria, Belgium, Britain,
Germany, the Netherlands and Portugal were ob-
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served and rated, and managers of these organisa-
tions interviewed. Analysis showed varying attitudes
to marketing, with the British Library having the most
advanced approach in developing a marketing ori-
entation. Other national libraries had adopted cer-
tain aspects of a marketing orientation, but lacked
a coherent approach. Recommendations made in
the area of website design included the better use
of digital re-sources and introduction of Web 2.0 fea-
tures. In regard to national library buildings it was
recommended to have one central point of access
from where the visitor is guided through the building.
Developing a marketing orientation was a major but
beneficial step in the evolution of a national library.
It required a shift of perspective from inward to out-
ward looking and the willingness to learn from other
markets. A marketing orientation was a way of ad-
dressing the future challenges successfully.

(Original abstract)

BOOK REVIEWS

National bibliography of newspapers
and journals published in Hungary,
1921-1944

A magyarorszagi hirlapok és folyoiratok
bibliografidja 1921-1944. (Ed. Ferenczyné
W. Lidia)

(Reviewed by Gysrgy Pogény)

Konyvtari Figyel6 (Library Review) vol. 21. (57.)
2011. no. 1. pp. 163-169.
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Online information on shipping

KISZL Péter: Halozati révkalauz:
a magyarorszagi hajozasi informacioéforra-
sok az interneten

(Reviewed by Klara Vérss)

Koényvtari Figyel6 (Library Review) vol. 21. (57.)
2011. no. 1. p. 170-172.

Introduction into the bibliography of
Hungarian books on science

GAZDA Istvan: Bevezetés a realtudoma-
nyok magyarorszagi konyvészetébe

(Reviewed by Séndor Szabd)

Kényvtari Figyelb (Library Review) vol. 21. (567.)
2011. no. 1. p. 173-174.

FROM FOREIGN LIBRARYAND
INFORMATION SCIENCE JOUR-
NALS (ABSTRACTS)






