STUDIES

Messages of the history of reading

TOTH Gyula
Kényvtari Figyel6 (Library Review), vol. 54. 2008. no. 4. pp. 595 — 603.

In his essay the author deals with human factors of the library: readers and dif-
ferent forms of reading. The books on the history of reading, by Roger Chartier
and Alberto Manguel, published at the turn of the millennium in Western Europe,
brought a revelation, because they have directed attention on a way of research
into reading which is independent of the issues of writing. In the past millennia, al-
ways aligning to the needs, mankind has created many ways of reading. The revo-
lutions of communication —i.e. the ,switch” from rolls to codices, then from codices
to printed books, or from printed materials to electronic formats — always started
by questioning the old rule. New formats came up as a replacement, an improve-
ment, and resulted in their own ,genres” only later. The literacy of new eras has
always combined the old with the new. In our days, in the information age, new,
corresponding reading methods and techniques have evolved again, which make
us reconsider the role of reading both in cognition, and in learning. The history of
reading points out for us rules that are valid not only in reading and communication,
but in accessing and managing knowledge, in learning and thinking as well. Many
issues of library history must be reconsidered too in the context of the history of
reading. Today education must — in co-operation with libraries — convey new read-
ing forms, such as non-linear (electronic) reading, browsing and scanning read-
ing, reading and interpreting image and text together, the use of electronic search
tools, critical thinking on information from combined searches, etc.
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The symbolic interpretation of informa-
tion transfer

VOROS Kiéra

Konyvtari Figyelé (Library Review), vol. 54. 2008. no.
4. pp. 605 —612.

The study is interpreting the process of information
transfer as a symbolic object, because its relation-
character makes it appropriate for symbolising human
relations as well. The term 'symbol’ is used as in the
anthropology of Geertz, and is seen as a cognitive tool
for interactions in the library or related to the library.
In the information transfer, under any ICT condition,
there is a relation, a problem, a task, an apparatus
and a symbolic background involved. This symbolic
environment is analysed by the study in the segment
of structural space, text space, semiotic space, rela-
tional, mediation and moral space. The most impor-
tant findings are that the information transfer in the
structural space makes up a hierarchical organisa-
tion, where a logical sequence predominates. The el-
ements of information transfer have a function in the
structure as a whole, and are factors of the relational
system determined by the whole. Information transfer
and its outcomes are semiotically seen as a useful
text holding information. To every information trans-
fer belongs a cognitive meaning. Information transfer
is a complex of meaning: it is an organised, analys-
able, and a meaning-creating activity. As a semiotic
process it means, that both partners in the process,
the librarian (the mediator) and the user (asking for
information) will become subjects of interpretation pro-
cesses, and in both parties meaning-creations are be-
ing fulfilled. The question ,what does it mean to be a
good librarian” is also an ethical problem. The library
is becoming from a mechanism to a space full with
energy while solving its societal tasks, and the content
of its activities and services changes from working to
a metaphor through human relationships.

Five Hungarian search engines: preci-
sion and recall

TOTH Erzsébet

Kényvtari Figyeld (Library Review), vol. 54. 2008. no.
4. pp. 613 — 636.

The study presents the findings of an empirical analy-
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sis which has compared the retrieval effectiveness of
Hungarian search engines. Precision and recall meas-
ures express mostly the effectiveness of information
retrieval systems, therefore the author analysed the
relevant Hungarian search engines on the basis of
these two attributes. In the examination of precision
she considered only the first 60 hits for the queries,
and analysed precision from the aspect of usage (us-
age meaning how many relevant web pages were re-
trieved to various queries by the search engines in
the first, second, and third 20 hits. The examination of
recall was done on the basis of relative recall known
from literature. Altogether five Hungarian search en-
gines were analysed: AltaVizsla, Heuréka, Origo-
Vizsla, Kurzor and Gdliat. Queries were executed with
these search tools in Hungarian on five topics.

Janos Szentmihalyi Centenary

SZABO Sandor

Konyvtari Figyel6 (Library Review), vol. 54. 2008. no.
4. pp. 637 — 640.

The author recalls the memory of Janos Szentmihalyi
(1908-1981), one of the greatest personalities of the
Hungarian bibliography and library science, a profes-
sor at the University of Budapest. Szentmihalyi be-
gan his career in the reader services department of
the University Library in Budapest, later he worked
for the National Széchényi Library. He has acted as
a faculty member for almost 25 years at the LIS de-
partment of the E6tvés Lorand University Budapest.
Many generations of librarians have learnt from him
the basics of the bibliographical and reference work.
His main fields of research were the theoretical issues
of national bibliography and the control of hungarica
literature. He edited Hungarica Kilfoldi Folydiratszem-
le (a quarterly registering current Hungarian publica-
tions abroad). As a bibliographer he called attention
to the theoretical and practical problems of bibliogra-
phies, and was interested in the issues of scope and
completeness in collecting bibliographical data. As
a professor he took part in shaping the librarian ca-
reer and in the activity of the FID (International Fed-
eration for Information and Documentation) Training
Committee as well.
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MESSAGES FROM THE PAST...

The Journal Népmiivelés (1906-1918) on
libraries in the first two decades of the
20t century, Part 1

SONNEVEND Péter

Kényvtari Figyelé (Library Review), vol. 54. 2008. no.
4. pp. 641 — 658.

During the time of the Austro-Hungarian Empire
(1867-1918) Hungarian librarianship had originally
only one professional journal, Magyar Kényvszemle
(f. 1876). In 1906 a new journal has started under the
titte Népmdivelés, a journal for education and culture,
edited by the mayor of Budapest, Odén Barczy, a re-
searcher in pedagogy, Odén Weszely, and an author,
Odén Wildner. The articles related to librarianship
have not yet been explored within the rich subject of-
fer of the journal. The journal was very popular with
intellectuals and has made them, first of all teachers,
aware that Hungary needs better libraries, and the re-
ports about good examples from abroad may serve as
a good starting point. After describing the first period
of the journal and the editors’ principles, the author
analyses the first year’s library-related topics: mod-
ern public libraries (with outlook to France, Germany
and the UK), school libraries, reading lists for young
people, and quotes from the articles published be-
tween 1907 and 1910.

Round table on the future of LIS educa-
tion in Hungary

Konyvtari Figyeld (Library Review), vol. 54. 2008. no.
4. pp. 659 — 662.

A round table session was organised on August 26,
2008 by the University of Debrecen (Department Li-
brary and Information Technology) for LIS depart-
ments in Hungary, which led to releasing a joint state-
ment summarising in 14 points higher education’s
main tasks for the future.
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FROM ABROAD

HILLENKOTTER, Kristine: A virtual spe-
cial library for book history, library
and information science from Germany
(Translated by Lajos Muranyi)

Koényvtari Figyel6 (Library Review), vol. 54. 2008. no.
4. pp. 663 — 669.

A new portal was presented at one of the sessions
of the German Library Association’s conference in
Leipzig in April 2007, as part of a DFG project, built
up in co-operation by five partners for researchers,
students, librarians and interested laymen.

DEVAI Péter: A new library journal for
the profession: Journal of Web Libra-
rianship

Kényvtari Figyel6 (Library Review), vol. 54. 2008. no.
4. pp. 670 — 675.

The Haworth Press started in 2007 a new journal
that publishes material related to all aspects of librari-
anship as practiced on the World Wide Web, includ-
ing both existing and emerging roles and activities of
information professionals in the Web environment.
The review describes the first issue of the journal
in detail.

BOOK REVIEWS

A new LIS handbook from Italy

Biblioteconomia: guida classificata. Diretta da Mauro
Guerrini. Milano, 2007.

(Reviewed by Aniké Dudas)

Koényvtari Figyelé (Library Review), vol. 54. 2008. no.
4. pp. 677 — 682.
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Search! How Google and its rivals re-
wrote the rules of business and trans-
formed our culture?

BATTELLE, John: Keress! Hogyan alakitja at
kulturankat, Gzleti életlinket a Google és az inter-
netes keresés? Budapest, 2006. (Reviewed by Péter
Dévai)

Konyvtari Figyeld (Library Review), vol. 54. 2008. no.
4. pp. 683 — 691.

An etiquette for librarians

FODOR Péter — HAVAS Katalin: Konyvtari etikett. Bu-
dapest, 2007. (Reviewed by Gabriella Szabd)

Kényvtari Figyeld (Library Review), vol. 54. 2008. no.
4. pp. 692 — 694.

Honoured librarians 2005-2008
(compiled by Gyula GERO)

Konyvtari Figyel6 (Library Review), vol. 54. 2008. no.
4. pp. 695 - 708.

FROM FOREIGN LIBRARY
AND INFORMATION
JOURNALS

(Abstracts)

Kbényvtari Figyel6 (Library Review), vol. 54. 2008. no.
4. pp. 709 — 767.

Bicsizunk lapunk miiszaki szerkeszttiétdl, grafikusatol, a folydirat borftojdnak, belsd tipografi-
ianak meguiitoictol, Gerd Evatél (kollegink, dr. Gerd Gyulo ny. foszerkesztt lanyardl),
aki 53 éves koraban, 2008. november 11-6n hunyt el gydgyithatatlan betegség kvetkeztében.
Eleven eszére, viddmsagdra, jo humordra és példomutato lelkiismeretességére emlékezni fogunk.

A szerkesztdség

Europeana - Eurépai Digitalis Kényvtar
2008. november 20-a éta Uzemel az eurépai digitélis kényvtér, az Europeana. A 2010-ig
teszt Gzemmddban m(ksédd digitdlis kényvidrat az elsé napok rohama annyira ,kimeritette”,
hogy egyel8re csak a weboldalon 1évé (http://www.europeana.eu) videébdl lehet elképzelni,
mit fog majd nydjtani.

A digitélis kényvtér maris 2 millié digitalizalt kulturdlis tételt (kényveket, folydiratokat,
kéziratokat, festményeket, fotdkat, filmeket, zenemiveket stb. ) tartalmaz. A kévetkez8
két évben 69 millié eurd 4l rendelkezésre a fejlesztésekre, s a prébaidészak végére
10 millié tételt (targyat) tartalmaz majd.

Az Europeana célja, hogy a 27 eurépai orszdg kényvtdrainak, mizeumainak,
levéltarainak anyagait
— hasonléan az ékori alexandriai kényvtdrhoz — &sszegyUitsék, és a vilaghdélén
mindenki szdmdra hozzéférhetévé tegyék.

Az Europeanat a francidk inditotték 2007-ben el a portugdlok és a magyarok tdmogatésaval.
Késébb valamennyi eurépai orszég csatlakozott a programhoz.

(Grebot Agnes levele Katalist, 2008. nov. 23. és a http://itcafe.hu/hir/europeana alapjdn)
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