STUDIES

Libraries, reading habits and library use in the past 50 years,
based on data of the Hungarian Central Statistical Office
NEMES Erzsébet — BARDOS| Ménika

Kényvtari Figyeld (Library Review), vol. 17. (563.) no. 2. pp. 209-227.

The authors survey library use in the period 1950 to 2004 in Hungary. Their analy-
sis is based on the four basic service indicators of official library statistics (number
of libraries, size of the book collections, number of registered readers and bor-
rowed items) and the data showing the changes in way of living. The provision of
library statistics is prescribed by a government regulation; the data-owner is the
Ministry of Education and Culture, the task of data collection belongs to the Hun-
garian Library Institute.

In Hungary there are community, workplace, academic, school and special librar-
ies, but from another point of view they belong to the following categories: public
(open for all) and non-public, and partly-public libraries. The number of libraries
was 9311 in 2004 with more than 2 million registered readers. The book collection
has grown from 3 million to 158 million items in the last fifty years. The number of
circulated items was 49.5 million in 2004, slightly stagnating.

The indicators of library use in public libraries show some declining tendency to a
different extent, that corresponds with the increasing time spent on watching tele-
vision programmes and using the world wide web (while the percentage of Inter-
net use in Hungary is in the lowest 25% in the rank list of EU member states). It
is to be noted that the library use of children under 14 is also decreasing, while
the library collections are growing and circulations in school libraries are continu-
ously increasing.

The library data of higher education institutions are characterised by an increasing
trend as well, owing to an increase in the number of institutions and the number
of students in the last decade.

All in all, the numbers of studying young adults over 14 have the best indicators
concerning library use. The daily time spent on reading has declined further, while
that spent on watching television programmes and computer use has increased.
Official statistics and the data of surveys on library use and reading habits, con-
ducted by the Hungarian Library Institute (see Konyvtari Figyel6, 2006. nos 1 and
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4, make up a picture from which many important con-
clusions can be drawn.

Special features of abstracting in the mir-
ror of a survey’s data
LENGYEL-MOLNAR Tiinde

Konyvtari Figyeld (Library Review), vol. 17. (53.) no. 2. pp.
227-247.

It was the aim of the survey to reveal the charac-
teristics of abstracting for designing an automated
abstracting programme. The author selected from
two national LIS journals (Tudomanyos és Muszaki
Tajékoztatas and Kdnyvtari Figyel6) one article each,
and had them abstracted by different sample groups:
LIS students from different library schools; practis-
ing librarians; as well as students from other courses
of study as a control group (such as those studying
Hungarian language and literature). It was examined
if the outcome depends on educational degree or ex-
pert knowledge based on practice.

The professional articles dealt with different topics,
and the task constituted in selecting important sen-
tences of the text for the abstracts. The relationship
between keyword choice and the sentences taken
over to the abstract were also analysed.

It was found that abstracting was independent from
the students’ educational specialisation, while a signif-
icant difference existed between the abstracts made
by students and by library professionals. Students
preferred the sentences at the beginning of the text,
and their marking the ranking of lead sentences were
more uniform than those of professionals working with
whole text, and having specialised knowledge in sev-
eral disciplines.

New web services in the National Szé-
chényi Library. A new version of “Jeles
napok*

BANKESZI Katalin

Konyvtari Figyelo (Library Review), vol. 17. (63.) no. 2. pp.
248-253.

The Neumann Janos Digital Library and Multimedia
Centre Public Benefit Company (f. 1997) has gone
through a significant transformation in 2005. It has
integrated the National Digital Archive (NAVA) and
the National Digital Database (NDA), and the propri-
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etor has changed as well. From 2007 the digitising
and content providing tasks were moved to other in-
stitutions. NAVA and NDA continue to belong to the
Neumann Public Benefit Company, while the Petéfi
Literary Museum took over the Digital Literary Acade-
my (DIA). Other content provision services were taken
over by the National Széchényi Library: the Balassi
Balint virtual exhibition (about the life work of a 16%-
century Hungarian poet), the Bibliotheca Hungarica
Internetiana (BHI), and the digital educational mate-
rial Jeles napok (Holydays). BHI has become part
of the Hungarian Electronic Library (MEK). The edu-
cational collection Jeles napok was developed to a
knowledge repository, and may be extended based
on the collections of the national library. The Internet
catalogue WebKat.hu is to be continued.

Reading societies in the era of dualism
(1867-1918)
REISZ Lészl6

Kényvtari Figyelé (Library Review), vol. 17. (53.) no. 2. pp.
254-263.

Research into the activity of Hungarian reading so-
cieties between 1867 and 1918 — beyond its profes-
sional curiosity — helps us to understand the cultural
and political environment of this era. The forms and
scope of the activities of these societies always reflect
the relationship between the state and its citizens. The
development of societies began after the Compromise
of 1867. After the legislative framework had been set
up, the state did not interfere into questions of found-
ing and managing, and declared that the choice of lan-
guage used in the society was a citizens’ right.

A society was defined as a group organised with
common aims in mind. Among the different (e.g. in-
dustrial, charity, mutual aiding, firearm etc.) societ-
ies the reading society was the real ,classical” type,
because it was organised on a voluntary basis in a
given micro-community, and it gave its members no
financial advantage — unlike the others. A survey in
1878 registered 3995 societies in Hungary. (There
were nearly four times so many in Austria at the time.)
The author analysed the societies by type, the type
of their community, population size and the cultural
niveau of inhabitants; and came to the conclusion
that reading societies played a very important role in
19t*-century Hungary by forming micro-communities,
mediating culture and community life as they were
autonomous and fulfilled existing demands.
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FROM ABROAD

Librarianship in Southeast Asia.
A panorama
SONNEVEND Péter

Konyvtari Figyeld (Library Review), vol. 17. (53.) no. 2. pp.
265-277.

The study reviews the librarianship in four Asian, in
Europe less known, dynamically developing countries
(Vietnam, Malaysia, South Korea and Singapore). The
review starts with general geographic, historical char-
acteristics of these countries, then describes the li-
brary field, LIS education and important statistical
data. At the end the reviewer highlights remarkable
general trends.

Information literacy: an educational rev-
olution in the library?
KOLTAY Tibor

Konyvtari Figyeld (Library Review), vol. 17. (53.) no. 2. pp.
278-288.

It is very difficult to give a single definition of informa-
tion literacy (IL). The term is not identical with com-
puter literacy, and there are some related misunder-
standings as well, which are criticised by the author.
IL is not identical with the competencies in information
technology either. It is not true that students in higher
education possess adequate skills in IL. Their IL ed-
ucation cannot be solved by library-centred training.
The author thinks that IL must be integrated into the
curriculum at every level of education, i.e. in primary,
secondary schools and higher education as well. In
the second part of the study the author reviews some
significant models of IL.

The Szentgyorgyi donation and its role
in the South Slavic collection of the Na-
tional Library of Foreign Literature, Bu-
dapest

BADA Zoltén

Konyvtari Figyelo (Library Review), vol. 17. (53.) no. 2. pp.
289-297.

In 2003 the National Library of Foreign Literature

KONYVTARI FIGYELO 2007/2

(NLFL) took over most of Ivan Szentgyorgyi’s private
library, who was a teacher and librarian in Subotica
(Serbia). At the end of his life he donated the NLFL his
valuable books, journals and his huge press-clippings
collection. The material contains Serbian, Croatian,
Slovenian and Macedonian books, as well as a re-
markable Hungary-related material. According to the
donation contract librarians of the NLFL catalogued
the materials in the OPAC. The study describes the
relevant work processes.

Who will be the ,,Patron Saint“ of Hungar-
ian libraries? An American model
HAJDU Katalin

Kényvtari Figyeld (Library Review), vol. 17. (53.) no. 2. pp.
298-310.

Culture has always needed support from other re-
sources in addition to state funds. The author illus-
trates the American charity approach with the ex-
ample of the steel tycoon, Andrew Carnegie, who
supported a library building programme at the end
of the 19" century, and draws attention to the impor-
tance of similar support by the private sector for the
libraries of our times.

Some thoughts on obtaining financial re-
sources and being efficient
MIKULAS Gébor

Konyvtari Figyelé (Library Review), vol. 17. (53.) no. 2. pp.
311-316.

Financial balance in libraries can be reached in many
ways, e.g. by extra financial sources or by enhancing
effectiveness. The author overviews the main tools
of reaching a financial balance. Based on the mod-
els presented he thinks that it may be worthwhile for
libraries to consider some options: in his view devel-
oping fee-based services and increasing internal effi-
ciency may be advantageous also in the long run.

The Berzsenyi Daniel Library’s activities
for attracting sponsors
KOBOLKUTI Katalin

Konyvtari Figyelo (Library Review), vol. 17. (563.) no. 2. pp.
317-318.
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In financing its operation the County Library in Szom- Reference works of the book trade

bathely involves — beside state financial funds — vari- Pogény Gy6rgy: A kényvszakma segéd-
ous civil organisations, actors of the business life, sup- k 6nyv ei

port of the media and donations by its readers. The Reviewed by Kéali F
author reports on the ways of establishing contacts (Reviewed by Kégli Ferenc)

and fundraising.
¢ Kényvtari Figyel6 (Library Review), vol. 17. (53.) no. 2. pp.

324-327.

BOOK REVIEWS Yearbook of the Jozsef Attila County Li-
brary 2006
A Jozsef Attila Megyei Konyvtar évkony-
What should we know about serials?  ve 2006 / ed. by Imre Monostori).
Basic serials — and other continuing re-  (Reviewed by Eger Veronika)
sources - management handbook Koényvtari Figyel6 (Library Review), vol. 17. (53.) no. 2. pp.
Szilvassy Zoltanné: Az idészaki kiad-  326-332
vanyok - és egyéb folytatédo forrasok

(Reviewed by Berke Barnabésné) INFORMATION JOURNALS

Kényvtari Figyelé (Library Review), vol. 17. (53.) no. 2. pp. Konyvtari Figyel6 (Library Review), vol. 17. (53.) no. 2. pp.
319-323. 333-402.
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A megvalésulas kiiszébéhez ért az EU  kulturdlis lemaraddsa’ miatt aggédéknak
tavaly beigért Eurépai Digitdlis Kényvtar: a pdrizsi konyvvasaron bemutattdk a
nagykézénségnek az internetes gylGjtemény elsé, a start pillanatdban 12 ezer
muvet tartalmazé verziéjat. A kényvtarkezdeményt elsésorban az a szandék hiv-
ta életre, hogy Eurépa versenytdarsat dllitson a Google amerikai kézkényvtarakat
érintd — értelemszerGen angol t0lsOlyu - digitalizalési akciéjanak. A dokumentu-
mok jelenleg harom nyelven - francidul, magyarul és portugalul - férheték hoz-
z4, a teljes gylGjtemény mintegy 10 szazaléka, az Orszdgos Széchényi Kényvtar
kézremUkédésének kdszonhetéen magyar nyelvd.

Forrds: maj. 31., http://www.nol.hu/cikk/448478/
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